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Discovery-Based Learning:
Transforming the Undergraduate Experience through Research

UH Discovery-Based Learning Initiative

What is the focus of the UH QEP?

The UH QEP topic is undergraduate research with elements of writing-in-the-disciplines
and mentoring. The UH QEP is named the Discovery-Based Learning Initiative.

Why undergraduate research?

Students who engage in the research process will develop core competencies in critical
thinking, information literacy, research ethics, and communication skills. Proficiency in
these skills will benefit students in their future studies and careers.

What are the key elements of the plan?

1. Programs and resources to support research-related skills development:
Research-Supportive Curriculum - enhancing existing courses or developing
new courses with research-based components

Co-Curricular Programs - resources and programs to support research skills
development include: workshops and tutorials, expanded venues for research
dissemination, a Work-Study Research Internship Program, a Real-World Team
Projects Database, and a Reality Chats guest speaker program

2. Expansion of undergraduate Research Opportunities on and off campus:
Credit-bearing research, volunteer research, stipend-supported research,
faculty grant-supported research, an On-Campus Research Opportunities
Database, and a Houston Research Internships Database

Who are the implementation partners?

Faculty, departments, and colleges will be key partners in proposing and implementing
curricular enhancements. The Office of Undergraduate Discovery Programs will collabo-
rate with partners to develop resources for students and faculty. Resource collaborators
include: the Writing and Communication Skills Center, the UH Libraries, the Office of
Educational Technology and University Outreach, the Office of Undergraduate Research,
and the Office of Institutional Research and Institutional Effectiveness. Other partners
include: UH alumni, the Houston community, non-profit organizations, local industry, etc.

When will implementation begin?
The Office of Undergraduate Discovery Programs will be established to coordinate imple-
mentation of the QEP. Resources and programs will be launched beginning in Fall 2008.

For more information or to submit feedback, please visit: www.uh.edu/discovery




