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Instructor:

M. Wayne Emerson, Ed.D.
Office:  
Telephone:  (281) 980-4876
E-Mail: michaelwayneemerson@hotmail.com
Department Office Number: 713-743-5044 (access through Dr. MacNeil)
Class Meetings:

Wednesday afternoon-University of Houston; Wednesday evening-Ft. Bend ISD

Location: University of Houston; Fort Bend ISD
Course Description:

Legal principles involved in operating school systems; authority; responsibility; liability; and appeals; Local school district policies are also studied.


Course Credit:
3 semester hours graduate credit
Prerequisite:

None
Intended Audience:

This course is for students who intend to become teachers, school principals, or administrators in public or private schools.
Conceptual Framework:

“Collaboration for Learning and Leading” is the College of Education’s Conceptual Framework.  One goal of this course is to collaborate and consult with others in order to better prevent or manage legal problems.  In particular, case study discussion is designed to demonstrate the way in which individuals can draw on the ideas, information, and experience of others when analyzing legal issues.

Purpose of Course: 

The goals of this course are: to introduce future school leaders to legal problems they may confront in their jobs and to enhance their ability to solve, avoid, or manage those legal 
problems.  In addition, the course strives to heighten school leader’s awareness of their responsibility to maintain a safe learning environment for students and to give them tools to help them make their learning environments safer.  

Major Objectives of the Course:

The major objective of this course is to teach the fundamental concepts of American school law.
The course will strengthen knowledge, skills, and critical insights into school law.
Specific Objectives of the Course:

Students will be able to:
1.  Know the historical aspects of school law and how laws of government(s) and 

                 governing agencies affect school administration.
            2.  Examine school law as applied in Texas and how it affects school policy and 

     school administration.

3. Explore how the study of law prepares an administrator to lead and manage

    educational systems within the law, but without constricting exemplary practice.

4. Understand what it means to be sued in a court of law and how to appropriately 

     respond.
             5. Know and be able to apply relevant professional standards   

                 (NCATE, ELCC, TExES Domains/Competencies).                                                               
Texts:

Alexander, K., & Alexander, A. (2005).  American Public School Law. 

St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co.

Kemerer, F., & Walsh, J. (2005). The Educator’s Guide to Texas School Law.  Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Texas Education Code (TEC) (as assigned)*

Local School District Policy (as assigned)*

Individual Campus Teacher and Student Handbooks (as assigned)

Other Materials: 
UCEA Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership.  Assigned cases can be found by going to the UCEA website and clicking on “Publications”, clicking on “Journal of Cases”, and then going to the assigned case study in this online journal.  UCEA website:  http://www.ucea.org
 Teacher and Student Handbooks can be obtained on individual campuses.
*These references can be accessed online.






  2
Suggested journals, and websites: These sites will assist in building expertise and acquiring knowledge 
Cornell University Law School Legal Information Institute:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/
Findlaw:  http://www.findlaw.com/
Texas Legislature online:  http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/
Texas Association of School Boards.  http://www.tasb.org 
Expectations:

1. Read assigned materials, complete class assignments, and participate in class discussions.

2. Interview a school principal or central office official. Ask questions that will provide additional insights into how knowledge of school law assists the campus principal to be an effective leader.  Be able to cite and share examples. 
3. Read, brief, and submit selected cases using suggested format.

4. Develop a notebook of important and relevant cases for future use.
5. Reference and use selected materials (TEC, Local District Policy, and Campus Level Handbooks).

6. Identify selected district personnel who are able to assist campuses when potential legal issues/problems arise.

7. Demonstrate proficiency on preliminary and final written examinations.

Methodology:

 This course will be taught using a variety of methods: lecture, class discussion, small-group analysis of case studies, student interviews with school principals on legal issues, class discussion of case studies, and guest lecturers.
Evaluation/Assessment:

	Class participation, assignment

completion, and attendance      
	30%
	30

	Interview with school principal on legal issues
	20%
	20

	Preliminary examination
	25%
	25

	Final examination
	25%
	25
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Student Accommodations Under the Americans with Disabilities Act

When possible, and in accordance with 504/ADA guidelines, we will attempt to provide reasonable academic accommodations to students who request and require them.  Please call the Center for Students with Disabilities at ext. 3-5400 for more assistance.  
Course Topics                                Cases                                               Reading/s
Introduction to the 

Course
School Governance
            Randolph County v. Adams                   Alexander, pp.1-148

                                                     (1995) (50)*                                      Kemerer, pp.1-48
                                                State ex rel v. Haworth                          Texas Constitution                                                                                                                                                              
                                                      (1890) (101)                                     TEC*
                                                Aldridge v. North Platte                         Local Policy**                                         
                                                      (1987) (136)
Compulsory Attendance      Plyer v. Doe (1982) (250)                      Alexander, pp.248-295.
                                                Martinez v. Bynum (1983) (254)           Kemerer, pp. 49-94.
                                                Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) (265)          TEC (online).
                                                Murphy v. Arkansas (1988) (280)          Local Policy (online).
Desegregation and                Brown v. Bd. of Ed. (1954/55) (895)     Alexander, pp.889-938. 

Affirmative Action               Swann v. Mecklingburg 
                                                    Bd. of Ed. (1971) (910)       
                                                Milliken v. Bradley (1974) (934)                                              
Religion and Schools            Lemon v. Kurtzman (1977) (168)            Alexander, pp. 149-247.
                                               Agostini v. Felton (1997) (182)               Kemerer, pp. 253-295.               
                                               Lee v. Weisman (1992) (220)                          
                                               Santa Fe ISD v. Doe (2002) (222)
Student and Parental           Gebser v. Lago Vista (1998) (466)        Alexander, pp. 364-483;        

Rights                                    Tinker v. Des Moines (1968) (367)           593-630.
Student Discipline                New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1995) (404)        Kemerer, pp.296-376;

                                   Cornfield v. Consolidated H.S.                 377-417
                                                     (1993) (417)                                      TEC Chapter 37(online)
                                               Hett v. Ploetz (1963) (601)



           Johnson v. Robbinsdale (1993) (616) 

                                               Ingraham v. Wright (1977) (445)
                                               Goss v. Lopez (1975) (452)
                                               McLain v. Lafayette County

                                               Board of Education (1982) (455)  
· *refers to page/s in Alexander;  ** refers to sources referenced online                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                       4                            
Curriculum and            Andrews v. Webber (1886) (299)             Alexander, pp. 296-363; 
Instruction                     Brown v. Woodland USD)                             498-536
                                             (1994) (325)                                         TEC Chapter 75.
                                        Debra P. v.Turlington (1983) (350) 
                                        Lau v.Nichols (1974) (360)
                                        Timothy W.v. Rochester N.H.S.D. 

                                            (1989) (502)
                                        Honig v.Doe (1988) (532)
Employee Hiring           Feldhusen v. Beach PSD                           Alexander, pp. 669-717; 

                                             #3 (1988) (682)                                         794-854


                Appeal of Santee (1959) (686)                  Kemerer, pp. 127-180.             


                State v. Project Principle, Inc.                   Local Policy (online)     
                                             (1987) (714)

                                        Hazlewood v.United States 
                                             (1977) (805)



    Danzl v. North St. Paul 
                                             (1983) (837)

Employee Rights           Pickering v. Board of                               Alexander, pp. 718-793.
And Discipline                    Education (1968) (725)                       Kemerer, pp. 127-252.                                        
     

                East Hartford Ed. Assn. v. Board             Local Policy (online) .
                                             of Education (1977) (738)


                Board of Regents of State 




        College v. Roth (1972) (768)


                Hortonville v. Hortonville Ed. 
        Assoc. (1976) (117)
                                        Cleveland Board of Ed. v. 
         LaFluer (1974) (790) 

Employee Liability       Spears v. Jefferson Parrish      
           Alexander, pp. 549-668.
And Immunity                    Board (1994) (553)                              Kemerer, pp. 377-417.
                                        Brownell v. Los Angeles
                                             USD (1992) (563)    

                                        Stevens v. Chesteen (1990) (575)



    Wagenblast v. Odessa (1988) (585)


                Wood v. Strickland (1975) (657)
School Finance              Marion & McPherson                               Alexander, pp. 939-983.

                                             v. Alexander (1901) (943))                  Kemerer, pp. 34-39.
                                        San Antonio ISD v. Rodriguez                 TEC Chapter 41.            
                                             (1973) (89 & 948)
                                        Edgewood v. Kirby (1989) (955)
                                        West Orange Cove v. Alanis
                                        (2003) (TEA-website)
                                        Petition of Auditors of Hatfied

                                            Township (1947) (976)
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NCATE Standards Addressed:

11.1; 11.2; 11.4.

ELCC Standards Addressed:   
5.1; 5.2; 5.3; 6.1; 6.3   
TExES Competencies Addressed:   
Domain I; Competency 003                                  
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