ECONOMICS 2305: MACROECONOMIC PRINCIPLES
SPRING 2008

CLASS ROOM: AH 106

CLASS TIME: TUESDAY & THURSDAY 8:30AM-10:00AM

CLASS WEBSITE: http://www.uh.edu/~albenear
INSTRUCTOR: AMELIE BENEAR CARLTON

OFFICE: MC ELHINNEY HALL ROOM 250

OFFICE HOURS: TUES & THUR 10:00AM-NOON, AND BY APPOINTMENT
PRINCIPLES OF MACROECONOMICS: LEARNING OUTCOMES

· Students will understand basic macroeconomic term, concepts and methodology and use them to analyze the determination of important macroeconomic variables, including income level, employment, inflation and interest rates.

· Students will be able to assess the likelihood that various policy options would improve economic growth and efficiency.

· Students will be able to apply economic reasoning to better understand real world policy issues (using fiscal and monetary policy options), such as unemployment, inflation and international trade.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS COURSE:

1. PREREQUISITE: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in Math 1310 or a higher Math. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that you have the necessary prerequisite.

2. TEXT: N. Gregory Mankiw, Principles of Macroeconomics (4th edition) integrated with Aplia. This is an online integrated product available at www.aplia.com for $65.00. You can buy a physical textbook through Aplia for an ADDITIONAL $50.00 USD plus $7.50 for shipping.
3. RECOMMENDED: The Study Guide prepared by David R. Hakes, 4th edition. Students are NOT required to buy the Study Guide, but the suggested Study Guide is a helpful tool for understanding the material covered.

4. HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS: Every week you will have a homework assignment given at www.aplia.com . You must pay and register for Aplia within 24 hours of receiving the syllabus. These assignments must be completed by the given due date and time which is stated in Aplia.
5. EXAMS: There will be 3 exams, (Exam I, Exam II, and the Final). There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS. If you miss an exam without notifying me of an emergency prior to the exam, you will receive a zero for that exam.

6. NECESSARY ATTENDANCE DATES FOR THE EXAMS

· Exam I : February 19th, 2008 in room AH106 from 8:30am-10:00am

· Exam II: April 3rd, 2008 in room AH106 from 8:30am-10:00am

· Final: Saturday May 3rd, 2008 room TBA from 2:00pm-5:00pm

COURSE INFORMATION

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: This is an introductory course in Macroeconomics which will expose you to very useful tools, including problem solving and analytical thinking. You will learn about how your personal choices affect the whole economy as a whole. This course is very different from any course that you have taken so far. Hence you are required to attend EVERY class that is scheduled. You are responsible for all of the material in the chapters covered in class, whether I specifically cover it or not.
CLASS ATTENDANCE: Poor attendance and/or excessive tardiness may result in your automatic withdrawal from the course. If you miss a class, you are expected to get the covered material from another student in the course. If you work and your job is such that you are unable to attend lectures, then you should not be enrolled in this course. I will not give any information over the phone or in response to emails that you would have known had you attended class or read the webpage/syllabus information.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS: During this course, to complete homework assignments, you will be required to access a new website dedicated to students and professors of economics. To access the website, you need to register for an account with Aplia at http://www.aplia.com . In the first week of class, I will provide you with an instruction sheet as well as a course key so that you can register. Registration is required within 24 hours after I pass out the course key. You will have 16 homework assignments. I will drop your lowest 6 grades. Therefore, you will have an average of 10 homework grades. The average of your homework assignments in Aplia will make up 20% of your final course grade.
INCOMPLETES: An incomplete will only be given in emergency situations and will not be given for poor academic performance for any reason.

GRADES: Grades are not negotiable. However, if you believe your course grade was posted erroneously, by all means do contact me. In addition, there will be no extra credit projects for this course. However, extra credit points may be offered during lectures. The grades will be calculated as follows:

	
	Percentage of Course Grade

	HOMEWORK
	20%

	EXAM I
	25%

	EXAM II
	25%

	FINAL
	30%

	
	


	DATE
	 DAY
	LECTURE TOPIC
	CHAPTER(S)

	15-Jan
	Tuesday
	Ten Principles of Economics
	Chapter 1

	17-Jan
	Thursday
	Thinking Like an Economist
	Chapter 2

	22-Jan
	Tuesday
	Interdependence and the Gains from Trade
	Chapter 3

	24-Jan
	Thursday
	The Market Forces of Supply and Demand
	Chapter 4

	28-Jan
	Monday
	****LAST DAY TO DROP OR WITHDRAW Without a “W” GRADE****

	29-Jan
	Tuesday
	The Market Forces of Supply and Demand
	Chapter 4

	31-Jan
	Thursday
	Measuring a Nation's Income
	Chapter 10

	5-Feb
	Tuesday
	Measuring the Cost of Living
	Chapter 11

	7-Feb
	Thursday
	Production and Growth
	Chapter 12

	12-Feb
	Tuesday
	Saving, Investment, and the Financial System
	Chapter 13

	14-Feb
	Thursday
	Saving, Investment, and the Financial System
	Chapter 13

	19-Feb
	Tuesday
	EXAM I

	21-Feb
	Thursday
	Unemployment
	Chapter 15

	26-Feb
	Tuesday
	Unemployment
	Chapter 15

	28-Feb
	Thursday
	The Monetary System
	Chapter 16

	4-Mar
	Tuesday
	The Monetary System
	Chapter 16

	6-Mar
	Thursday
	Money Growth and Inflation
	Chapter 17

	11-Mar
	Tuesday
	Money Growth and Inflation
	Chapter 17

	13-Mar
	Thursday
	Open-Economy Macroeconomics: Basic Concepts
	Chapter 18

	17-Mar
	Monday
	***SPRING BREAK***

	25-Mar
	Tuesday
	Open-Economy Macroeconomics: Basic Concepts
	Chapter 18

	27-Mar
	Thursday
	A Macroeconomic Theory of the Open Economy
	Chapter 19

	1-Apr
	Tuesday
	***Last Day to Withdraw with "W" Grade***

	1-Apr
	Tuesday
	A Macroeconomic Theory of the Open Economy
	Chapter 19

	3-Apr
	Thursday
	EXAM II

	8-Apr
	Tuesday
	Aggregate Demand and Aggregate Supply
	Chapter 20

	10-Apr
	Thursday
	Aggregate Demand and Aggregate Supply
	Chapter 20

	15-Apr
	Tuesday
	Aggregate Demand and Aggregate Supply
	Chapter 20

	17-Apr
	Thursday
	The Influence of Monetary and Fiscal Policy
	Chapter 21 

	22-Apr
	Tuesday
	The Influence of Monetary and Fiscal Policy
	Chapter 21

	24-Apr
	Thursday
	REVIEW FOR FINAL

	28-Apr
	Monday
	LAST DAY OF CLASSES

	3-May
	Saturday
	*****FINAL from 2:00pm-5:00pm  Room: TBA***** Must Bring Your I.D.***


APLIA STUDENT REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS

COURSE NAME:  Macroeconomics (Mankiw+Aplia), spr 08
START DATE: 01/13/08
PROFESSOR: Amelie Carlton

COURSE KEY: FN8E-4KNW-F6YG
COST: $65.00 (This includes access to homework assignments and the online textbook)
YOU CAN BEGIN ON YOU HOMEWORK AS SOON AS YOU REGISTER:
· In this course, you will use a textbook and Aplia’s website.

· You have two purchase options. (Buy online or Buy Aplia Access Card at the Bookstore)
· DO NOT BUY ANYTHING UNTIL YOU UNDERSTAND THE ALTERNATIVES.

REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Go to the website http://www.aplia.com
2. Click the System Configuration Test link below the Sign In and Register sections to make sure you can access all of the features on Aplia’s website. This takes just a few seconds and tells you how to update your browser settings if necessary.

3. Return to http://www.aplia.com
· If you have never used Aplia before, click the New Student button and enter your Course Key when prompted: FN8E-4KNW-F6YG. Continue following the instructions to complete your registration.

· If you have used Aplia before, sign in with your usual e-mail address and password and enter your Course key when prompted: FN8E-4KNW-F6YG. If you are not prompted to enter a new Course Key, click the Enter Course Key button to enroll in a new Aplia course. Enter your course Key when you are prompted. 
TWO OPTIONS FOR PAYMENT: 

OPTION A: PAY APLIA DIRECTLY

· Purchase access to you course directly from Aplia on our website for $65.00 USD. The website includes:

· Access to an online copy of your textbook.

· Content that has been customized for your textbook and course.
· However, if you try using the online textbook and decide you would ALSO like a physical textbook, you can order one from Aplia for $50.00 USD plus $7.50 for shipping and handling.
OPTION B: PURCHASE AT THE BOOKSTORE

· Purchase a stand-alone Aplia Access Card from your school’s bookstore.

· Access Cards contain a Payment Code you can enter on Aplia’s website as payment for you Aplia course.

DISCLAIMER: 

THE PROFESSOR DOES NOT RECEIVE ANY MONETARY BENEFIT FROM REQUIRING APLIA ACCESS.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
TUTORING: 

· Free drop-in Tutorial services are available in Room 208A, McElhinney Building.

· A tutoring schedule will be distributed to you about the third week of class.

PRACTICE HOMEWORKS:

There are two sets of questions for your homework:

1. The first set is Practice Questions:

· Labeled for example: “THINKING LIKE AN ECONOMIST I”

· These are not graded; however they give you immediate feedback on your answers. 

· By doing the practice questions before you GRADED homework, you become more familiar with the material. This will help you with the homework that is graded.

2. The second set is Graded Questions:

· Labeled for example: “THINKING LIKE AN ECONOMIST II”

· These are graded, and count towards your total course grade.

· Students have difficulty with the graded homework questions if they do not do the practice questions beforehand.

PROBLEMS LOGGING INTO APLIA:

· If you are having problems with registration or sign in for Aplia:

· Email Aplia by clicking on the “Help” link in the upper-right hand corner of any page or by emailing support@aplia.com .
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