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CBI\1003 ADD/CHANGE FORM 

Graduate/Pn>fessional Studies Council 

0 New Course 0 Course Change 

Effective Fall2013 

l. Department: POL..S College: CLASS_ ~9-tfQ MAR Z-1 2013 

E1nail: jjackson5t(uuh.cdu 2. Faculty Contact Person: JW .lacksQD. Telephone: 3-3919 

J. Course In format ion on New/Revised course: 
• Instructional Area I Course Number i Long Course Title: 

POLS I 3310 I Introduction to Political Thcorv 

• Instructional Area I Course Number I Short Course Title (30 characters max.) 
POLS i 3310 I INTRO POLITICAL THEORY 

• SCH: 3.00 Level: JR CIP Code: :!2JOOI.0001 Lect Hrs: J. Lab Hrs: fl 

R~D OCT 1-2 2012 

4. Justifi~.:ation f(Jr adding/changing cottrsc: To meet core curdeulum requin•mcnts 

5. Was the proposed/revised course previously ofTcred as a special topics course? 0 Yes ~No 

If Yes, please complete: 

• Instructional Area I Course Number I Long Course Title: 

I / 

• Course ID: EfTectivc Date (currently active I'OW): __ _ 

6. Authorized Degree Program(s): ___ _ 

• Docs this course af'l'cct major/minor requirements in the College/Department? []Yes ~No 

• Does this course affect major/minor requirements in other Colleges/Departments? 0 Yes [25] No 

• Can the course be repeated for credit? 0 Yes lZJ No (if yes, include in course description) 

7. Grade Option: Letter (A, 13. C ... ) 
match item 3, above.) 

Instruction Type: lecture ONLY (Note: Lect/Lab info. must 

8. If this form involves a change 10 an existing course, please obtain the following information from 

the course inventory: Instructional /\rca I Course Number I Long Course Title 

p_OLS I 3310 I lntrodu_ylion to_f.9.li1i~1Jl.Jlleor_y 

• Course ID: 25012 EITectivc Date (currently active row): 2\2l2.Q.~_l 

9. Proposed Catalog Description: (If there an: no prerequisites, type in ''nom:".) 

Cr: 3. (3-0). Prerequisites: POLS 1336 and 1337 or equivalent, or consent oJ'instructor. Description (30 

words max.): Recurring themes and probkllls in the study or politics; draws upon classical and mockrn 

works. 

Print/Tv·)c Name: Dr. Sarah Fishman • f ·-··----··---------·-

-Created on 9/7/2012 2:58:00 PM-

. ;,/x-,; i 

[)at c: - .... L'::l_;;f -.l 

4/12/13 1 0:20 AM 
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REQUEST FOR COURSES IN THE CORE CURRICULUM 

Originating Department or College: Political Science 

Person Making Request: .k:lill·'f \ iH.nci! Telephone: ; "·'l'J!\ 

Dean's Signature:_··-'""""'....:....---------- Date: 

Course Number and Title: i'ULS :\.::10 ;;;t;cd:J<::i,,:: \t.• f·o:ilic;d i lH·:>i·v 

Please attach in separate documents: 

1.? 

XCompleted CBM003 Add/Change Form with Catalog Description 

XSyllabus 

List the student learning outcomes for the course (Statements of what students will know and 

be able to do as a result of taking this course. See appended hints for constructing these 

statements): 

1. Students will carefully analyze a political text so as to understand its argument, identify its 
major premises and conclusions, and comprehend its conditions and qualifications. The 
student should be able to evaluate critically this argument and assess its substantive claims 
and rhetorical context and strategy. 

2. Students will be able to write well-at a minimum, to write grammatically and clearly. At an 
advanced level, the student should be able to articulate precisely and with some 
sophistication a political question, problem, issue, or debate and to analyze and evaluate it 
in a systematic way. 

3. Students will discuss and debate intelligently fundamental political questions and ideas: to 
understand their historical roots and evolution, as well as their contemporary significance. 
To comprehend and assess the ethical dimensions of civic life, our roles as citizens, and 
alternative political views and principles. 

Component Area for which the course is being proposed (check one): 

LJCornrnunication 

Cl Mathematics 

XLanguage, Philosophy, & Culture 

: iCreative Arts 

ULife & Physical Sciences 

i ]American History 

'!Government/Political Science 

:.:social & Behavioral Science 

X Component Area Option 

Competency areas addressed by the course (refer to appended chart for competencies that are required 

and optional in each component area): 

v.S/10/12 
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X Critical Thinking Teamwork 

X Communication SkiHs X Social Responsibility 

· Empirical & Quantitative Skills X Personal Responsibility 

Bec<Juse we will be assessing student learning outcomes auoss multiple core courses, assessments assigned in 

your course must include assessments or the con' competencies. For each competency checked Jbove, indicated 

the specific course assignment(s) which, when completed by students, will provide evidence of the competency. 

Provide detailed information, such as copies of the paper or project assignment, copies of individual test items, 

etc. A single assignment may be used to provide data for multiple competencies. 

Critical Thinking: 

Through a four to five page assignment, students will analyze and discuss the arguments of the texts, 

critically assess those arguments, and understand their rhetorical context and strategy. 

Sample E~sar: Your essay should be ·I· 5 page~ in length, doublc··spaccd, l:Zpt Times New Roman font, with 

sr:md:ud margins. 

] . In hi' Jem/1(/ Treatt:l'i' ~/ GoVI'rtllilfllf, J ,ockt: criricizes Hobbe~' argument about the right of nature, and 
Locke defends his own altC'mativc· notion or natural rights. llobbes would undoubtedly object to I ,ocki/:; 
v1cw. Adjudicate the dispute. In doing >o, be st:re that you (a) clearly state your argument (not your 
opinion) abom who is right· in your introduction, and (b) uudinc t:he arguments of J lohbcs ~nd Locke on 
the right or l1fllllfC (thi~ im·oln:s, for inslallC('. dicitinv the :1S$U!llptiom about human 11:\(llJ:C that both 
thinkers make, and .then showing how they r;:tson fn,;m these ba~ic assumptiom to their concJugions). 

2. In his .l'emnd Tnt<l!i.>i' u/Cmr,:mmc!i!, l ,ucke criticit.cs llobbcs' argument a bout the nature of gov<:rnmcnt--···· 
whereas llobbes makes ;l c:tse for th.c absolute tuk or the ~overcign, J .oci:.c defends lin:.ited gnvcn:nwn l. 
i\cljudic:He the dispute. In doing so, be sure thar you (a) dearly sratc your argument (not yom opinion) 
about who is right in your introduction, and (b) outline !he arguments of I lobbcs and Locke on :he 
nature C>f guVCJ:!l!Tlt:lll (this involves, for inst~IIH:c, cJicit·ing their view or the root or bttsis of politiGd 
authority and showing how dwy rca~on irom this basis to govcrnmcmal power itself). 

Communication Skills: 

Through the above essay, students will articulate in written form complex moral and political arguments 

and to entertain sympathetically alternative answers to fundamental questions of moral and political 

life. 

Empirical & Quantitative Skills: 

Click ilerc·to cntl·f·ti·Xl 

Teamwork: 

Social Responsibility: 

In the above essay, stu~ents will examine the historical and theoretical roots of major ideas of the 

Western tradition of political thought. They are expected to comprehend the relation of these ideas to 

v.S/10/12 
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political practice and civic life and to assess the claims of different moral and political views, both 

ancient and modern. Honors sections of this course also fulfill a requirement in the interdisciplinary 

Phronesis program in politics and ethics. 

Personal Responsibility: 

By engaging these seminal works of moral and political thought in the above essay, students come to 

understand better their own ethical and political frameworks, the role of different principles in their 

decision-making and choices, and the principled reasons for alternative views. 

Will the syllabus vary across nlultiple section of the course? X Yes No 

If yes, list the assignments that will be constant across sections: 

Every section will require a paper of an interpretive and analytical character. As a Writing in the 

Disciplines course, every section will require assignments totaling at least 3000 words (including papers 

and exams). At least one piece of work will be done outside of class and returned to the student prior to 

the end of the semester {with comments on contenc grammar, and style.) 

Inclusion in tile core is contingent upon the course being offered and taught at least once every other academic 

year. Courses will be reviewed for renewal every 5 years. 

The department understands that instructors will be expected to provide student work and to participate in 

university-wide assessments of student work. This could include, but may not be limited to, designing instruments 

such as rubrics, and scoring work by students in this or other courses. In addition, instructors of core courses may 

be asked to include brief assessment activities in their course. 

-----" Dept. Signature: ----=(=· ""w=' ·-'""·· -'-·-· -----......-..,.---, 
Cl/ 

v.S/10/12 
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J<:ffrcy Church 
1lPD Phillip C. Hoffman I !all 

Introduction to Political Theory 
POL<-; 3.) l O-\l7, Jl:lOkll 

Spring 2010 
,\gncs J\rnold !!all :205 

TuTh l-2::'\0pm 

Office !Iours: !\-1 2-·1:31lpm, ur by appointrnclll 

Course Synopsis 

ich ttrcll(iiluh.cdu 

(713)7:13-391·1 

.fvlost of us think th~lt wc lin· in a good regime----it's liberal, it's dcrnocr:Hic, so what more could you 
ask for? Y cr if its goodncss is so obvious, why do we h>tvc such difficulty com·incing our cktracton? 
This cmu:;c will ~sk the clcwsrions \Vl' rarc·ly pose in om dnily polirical livc-s·····what is the good regime, 
the ideal ag~inst which we can measure whnt is om own? Docs a good regime foster n good or full 
human life? i\t the same time--acknowledging that cbe messiness of politics forces us to moderate 
our ideal cxpcctHtions--wc will ac;k, what ;1rc the challenge~ to achieving the good reg-ime? flow 
much goodness can we expect out of;~ regime? Fin~1lly, perhaps there is no good regiment all------is 
everything a matter of b:u:gmning, power, and :>trugglc' Does migh1 make right( Or can right be 
mighty~ 

Re<]uired Texts 
Thucydidcs, On}ll.rlii'c, PmJJer, t111d llt!l!lilll Na!lfrc (! Llckett) 
Plato, Gm:~ia.r (Oxrord) 
lVlachiavclli, Tlh' Pri~~a~ (Hackctr) 
Thomas Hobbes, !..lfl.ilr!hcm (Hackctl) 
John Locke, J.:i'OI!rl Tnctli.r<• 011 GUIW'Illil!'lll cmd Li.'/!l'r Co11a:mit(~ To/em/ion (Dover) 
J can-J aCLJllCS Rousseau, Di.,·mtti:rc 011 tht 0J7;.c;iJ; 'J/flli'tjilali(r (Dover) 
Marx and Engels, 'The Commmiirl Mal!l)i<.r/o (Jntcmacional Publ.i~hers) 

Learning Objectives 
1. Students will carefnily am1lyzc a politiGd text so :ts lo understand its argument, identify 

its major premises and conclusions, and comprehend it·s condit·ions and qualif'icarions. 
The student should be able t-o evaluate critically this argument and assess its substantive 
claims and rhetorical context' and strat·cgy. 

2. Students will be Rbk to write wdl·-·---at a minimnn1, to write grammaricnlly and clearly. :\t 

an :1dvanced level, the :.tudcnt should be able to aniculatc precisely and with some 
sc>phistication a political question, problem, issue, or debate nnd to ;u:alyze and evaluate 
it in a svstcmal'ic w:1y. 

3. Smdents will discuss and dcb~Hc intclligcnrl)' funchmental political (jlH.'stions at:d ideas: 
to understa!1d their histr!rical root·s and evobtion, ns well as their conlcmporny 
signirioutec. To comprehend atJd as:-:css thc ethical dimensiotls of civic liCe, our rolt':i n;; 
citi%ens, and alteJ.:nntivc politicai views and pdnciph:s. 

Course Format 
This coUJ:se i~ primarily disct1ssion h:1scd. T willlcc:tnrc on som<· occasions t·o givf ncn·s~~ry 
historical background, but C\'Cry class will consist of a good deal or clisCU$Sion. This me:\nS that you 
will have to read each text cm:cfully aml thoroughly. The reading as:-agmncnts art' all cjuite shon, so 
my expectation i:; that you will rc:1d activcly-·-·that is, you ~hould rc-td and take note oi'what intrigue~ 
)'0\1 about rhc te:n, what you find puzzling or fl'llstr;lting or downright wrong. You should apprn:teh 
rhc rext with the discussion tj\.lt'stiC>ns I pose below a11d come to chss prepared with a wdl thought
our answer. 

4/12/13 10:20 AM 



V~- I L.. I '7-IL.I -tJUI IIU.fJ.Il VVVVVV.UII.CUU/UI fUCI !::;110UUCII.C-VVIIIIIIIf.f.CCIUVVUIIICIIf.V·•• 

6 of 8 

Om discussion will generally have three parts: first, we will examine the ngument the 8nthor is 
putting forth. For instnnce, we m<l)' :l:>k, what are rhe a$sump!ions the author brings to the tnblc;; 
\\!hat evidence does the :wthor usc to support his claims? Second, we will rhcn :~ssess the 
arguments. Is the author warnmtecl in making t·hi~ assumption? h rht•rc a beuer way of looking at 
this problem than the :mthor does? \\!hat kind of bi;ts does the ;tuthor possess and does this distort 
his thinking? Third, we will apply d1csc: argument~ to contemprm11·y problems :u1d issues in our 
Liberal democn1cy. Do Pl;ll'o's concerns about dcmocr;tcy still hold twe toch1y? Huw would J .ockc 
respond to the recent, unprecedented government mtervenuon during the economic cris1s? 

Assignments and Grading 
Reading Quizzes (10'1., total) 1 will periodically give "pop quizzes" :it dv: b(•ginning tJf dass. l will 

drop your lowest rwo quiz grades. ,\n unexcused absence results in a 0 for th:\t: lby's c1uiz. 

Essays (20% each) Two <l--S page p:tpen; arc re(jtlircd O\'er the course of the term. I will distribute 
paper topics well in :1dv:mcc of the due dates. J .ate pilpcrs :lre penalized 5 points for every 
day they are l<1te. Please ~ubmit th('SC p<~pns to the course blackboard weh~ite. 

Exams (20% each) The midrerm ;md final will consist of both sh<>rt answer·idcntifications of key 
conceprs or :-~rgumcnrs and essays. 1 will distribure a srudy guide in advance of each ex>~m. 

Participation (10%) i\nemhncc is essential for success in :1 p<lrticiparinn--based class such as this 
one. Two unexcused absence~ are allowed, but each additional absetKl' will lower ynur 
grade by one letlct. ,\dditionally, it is nut etJough just to show up. I expect rc·gular, high· 
tluaiity participarion in classroom discuss10n. In order to panicipatc inrclligently, it is 
important to read actively, ro inrcrrogatc the text and t·o come ro class with questions, 
concerns, nnd criticisms. Extr:t participation opportunity is available on the course 
blackboard di:;cussion page. 

Grading Scale 

J\ 100-9,1 

A- 03.90 

B+ 89-87 

B 86-84 

B- 83-80 

C+ 79-77 

c 76-74 

C- 73-70 

D 69-60 

F 59-0 

Academic Honesty 
Fhi! dm-.,· J"lrid£)' adl!c.re.r fo i/!F HllitJt:r.riiy'J poii')' '!!/ a,:ati!UIIi,: /Jom.;ty. P\e;Ec consult the following website Cm 
guidelines on d1e proper citation of somccs ;~nd for avr;iding phgi;uism: 
hu p: I I ww,,·.class.u h.edu I we< m line I p iaviarism/ 

Reading A!iliignments and Question!?. 

Introduction 
1/19 ls there a good regime? H so, what is it, and c~n it cxi~t on eanh? 

2 
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The Ancient Alternatives 
TliH!)'(Iit!t.l ' 'TZMiii!ll •. 

1/21 Thucydidcs, Ot!.JN.rfi,:c, Po!l'er. <l!ld lilflJ!rJIJ ,\).t!:m (llP\\l), chapters 1-2 
\\fhy i~ it difllcult for the (jrceks to agree on wh;Jt is right or just? 

1/20 Thucydidcs, I JP\V, ch~1ptcr 3 
\\lhy docs Thucydide:i juxtapose Pericles' Lmcnd urati<Jn and the plague? 

1/28 Thucydidcs, f JP\\i, ch;1ptcrs ·l-5 
\\lhat does the Corcyrean civil w~r rcvc;d about om notions of right and wrong? 

2/2 Thucydidcs, IJP\\'. chapters 6-8 
Does ''might make eight" for Thucydidcs? 

Plaio :.- "Idea!i.ml" 
2/4 Plaro's Got;p,ia.• (G), 'H7a--!61b (Socr:ttcs :tnd ()orgias) 

What io the purpose of polHical rhetoric, for Corgias? 
2/9 Plaro, G, 4(J1b-48lb (Socrates and Polus) 

How do<·s Gorgias' student Polus want to usc rhetoric::> 
2/11 Plato, G, 481 b-488a (Callicles' ;;pecch) 

Docs "might make right" Cor Callidc::.? \X'hy or why not? 
2/16 Plato,(~, •l88b--505b (Socrates and Callicb l) 

Does Socrates smressfully rciutc Callicles? 
2/18 Plato, (), 505c-527e (Socran:s and Cnllicks IJ) 

I-low docs the myth flt rbe end of the dialogue contributt' to Socraws idl:al!stic cause? 

******Paper 1 due rvlonday 2/22 by Spm****** 

The "Selfish" Modems 
2/23 l\iachiavclli, The Prliice (Y'), pp. 5-27, 38-'12 

b l\bchian:lli on Thucydidc-s' side, or Plato's? Or is he introducing r. view of the good 
regime that is entirely different frorn the ancient~? 

'2/25 J\hchiavclli, P, pp. -17-63,74-77 
\\lhy docs ]Vfachiavelli reject "i1~1agincd" or ideal regimes? 

3/2 Thom;l~ I Iobbcs, J""'''td!hm (L), pp. 3-l'l, 27--35, 50-63, N-WU 
\XIhat is Hobbes' view of the natural state of human beings? 

3/4 Hobbes, L, pp. J06-11H, 13{>-145, 172-210 
How docs Hobbes' view of governmenr follow from his view oi human nature? 

3/9 Bernard l\-1andevillc, 'f'hl' 1'~.Nc oj'!/1e l.>ec.r, on c-ourse bhckbonrd 
\Vhy docs sclfishnes:; help the beehive, while good deeds harm it? 

3/11 ***********Mid term************ 

3/16, 3/18: Spring Brc<-tk 

The "Moderate" :Modems 
3/23 John Locke, Seamd Trcafi.rc on Golltl'll!Jiellf (S' I), pp. 1-12, 23--35 

I-I ow does l ,ockc's ,·icw of human natutc differ from Hobbes';.. 
3/25 Loch:, ST, pp. 38-45, 53-60 

How doe:; Locke's view oC !he basis or l'U\TlTlrncnt differ from r l<)bbes? 
!.,.) 

3/30 Locke, ST, pp. 60-68, 96-l J 2 ;,tHl Dccl;w;J tion of Independence 
Find the p:-tnllcls between Locke's work :lnd the first two paragraphs of the Decl~m1t:ior:. 

'1/1 Locke, ST, pp. ! 2-2\ 1 ;a!nakr! l, (), on cm1rsc blackboard 
I-! ow do r .ockc- and the i\meric;ms Lrans!'orm )'vlandevil!c's VH:W of C< ii11!1Wrcc? 

"1·/6 Fcdem!i.r! 10, S'l on course blackbom·d 

3 
4/12/13 1 0:20 AM 



vv_ Jtt:.....,l ~~-'"' ·fJUI I llltJ.II VV VV VV. UII.CUU/ UIIUCI ~I OUUOlC-I...tVII II I tlll'CC/ U:VVUIJICI llV··· 

8 of 8 

4/il 
How does ;1 govcmmcnt with a ''~cp;1r;1tion IJl powl·rs" actu;dly prnte,~t ;md improve socict)'~' 
Ferlcmi/r! Ci2, (,1), 70--77.., 011 crlUJ'Sl' blackboard 
Explain in your nwn tcnTlS hnw hum:1n ll~illi'C and the instllution oC tlw U.S. Pre~mlcncy 
interact <Kcording to Pu blius. 

******Paper 2 due Monday 4/12 by 5pm****** 

The "Moral" Moderns 
4/13 .Je<~n-JaCt]Ues Rousst:e:'lll, /)/:WJ!/IJt OJ! tiJ,• Ot~~ill ofl!wp/({/rJy (DOI), pp. 1-13 

How docs Rousse:u's view oC ll\ilDCH1 nalllre differ from Hobh<'S and Locke? 
4/15 

4/2U 

4/22 

4/27 

4/29 

S/4 

Rousseau, DOl, pp. 13--27, fool!Jo\e lS (on cuursc bbckboard) 
\\?hat docs it mean thilt hnman beings arc n:uumlly good but socially bad? 
Rou$:>eau, DOl, 27-38, footnote 9 (on course blackboard) 
Explain in your mvn ll'rtll~ the psychology ut curruption in hum;lll society. 
Rousseau, DOl, :'JR-52 
I !ow docs Rou~se:1u envision the basic "contr<~n" of civil society? I low can this be 
construed as <1 crltlcism of both llobbes and Locke? 
lVlarx and Engels, ·nr CoJ717Jllflli.rl Alml(/e.r/r; (Ci\1), pp. 8--21 
\X!ho is a bomgrois:O What is l\larx's problem with the bourgt~oioic? 
]'vfarx, Clvf, pp. 22-31 
\v11at is !Vlarx's view of the good regime? J !ow docs JVlatx think ir can come about? 
*!\hke-up day lor classes cancelled by the Univcr~ity* 

*****Final Exam Thursday, 1\'lay 13, 2-Spm***** 

4 
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