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Removal of Starbucks and McDonalds from the University of Houston and Creation of 

Palestine Rights & Liberation Action Committee 
 

Date Introduced: January 31, 2024 
Author(s): President Benjamin Rizk, Academic Affairs Chair Cody Szell 
Sponsor(s): Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), Ahlul Bayt Student Organization (ABSO), 
Muslim Business Student Association (MBSA), Young Democratic Socialists 
 
Read the full Removal of Starbucks and McDonalds from the University of Houston and 
Creation of Palestine Rights & Liberation Action Committee here. 
 
This act will be on the ballot in the form of a “yes/no” referendum, in which a “yes” indicates 
support of the act, and a “no” indicates lack of support for this act. 
 
“Starbucks Inc. has a history of human rights abuse allegations, including but not limited to the 
use of slave labor for the harvesting of coffee beans in Mesas Farm in Campos Altos, Brazil, for 
production of their coffee products and allegedly violating workers’ freedom of speech.  
 
Israeli McDonald’s chains donated thousands of free meals to Israeli defense forces while the 
state of Israel imposed a complete siege on the civilian population of Gaza leading to famine.  
 
With this in mind, do you vote in support of replacing the Starbucks in Student Center South 
with an alternative coffee outlet, such as Cougar Grounds, and the McDonald’s in Student Center 
South with another alternative fast food chain restaurant?” 
 

https://www.uh.edu/sga/elections/2024/_files/ub-60007-removal-of-starbucks-and-mcdonalds-from-university-of-houston-and-the-creation-of-the-palestine-rights-liberation-action-committee-vote.pdf
https://www.uh.edu/sga/elections/2024/_files/ub-60007-removal-of-starbucks-and-mcdonalds-from-university-of-houston-and-the-creation-of-the-palestine-rights-liberation-action-committee-vote.pdf
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