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LIFESTYLE
Texas Music Festival kicks off celebration with
Wagner
If Houston Grand Opera's
four-year span for staging "The
Ring of the Nibelung" is too slow
for you, maybe the Texas Music
Festival can help.
The University of Houston's
monthlong festival will include
an instrumental celebration of
Richard Wagner's operatic epic:
"The 'Ring' Without Words," a
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70-minute sampling of the four
"Ring" dramas' lyricism and
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German conductor Carlos Spiererwililead

the Texas Music Festival Orchestra in concerts June 13 and 14.

splendor. Arranged by veteran conductor Lorin Maazel, it's just one of the meaty scores in store
this year for the festival, which centers on an orchestral institute for young musicians.
"There's no way you can have a student
group and do a whole 'Ring' cycle. But to be
able to give them access to this great music from all the operas is something neat," says Alan
Austin, the festival's artistic director.
Offering the chance to dig into such works is one of the festival's prime lures for young
musicians, Austin says. More than 100 from 17 U.S.states and 11 foreign countries will spend
June at the university, rehearsing and performing a new program each week - the same pace as
professional orchestras.
The group's concerts will include the festival's first performances of Gustav Mahler's
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Symphony and Benjamin Britten's "Sinfonia da Requiem." Carl Nielsen's

"Inextinguishable"

Symphony and the suite from Bela Bartok's "The Miraculous Mandarin" will

also put the young performers

through their paces.

Yet "The 'Ring' Without Words," another first, will be the biggest workout of all: 70 unbroken
minutes of Wagner. It embraces

such well-known

segments of the "Ring" as the "Ride of the

Valkyries," "Magic Fire Music," "Siegfried's Rhine Journey" and "Immolation

Scene."

"It's a lot. It's challenging. But it's fun," German conductor Carlos Spierer says.
Spierer, who studied at the University of Houston from 1982 to 1984, is the junior half of a
father-son duo that will help the musicians navigate Wagner's demands.
His father, Leon Spierer, was first-chair violinist of the Berlin Philharmonic,
most-accomplished

orchestras,

head of the festival orchestra's

one of the world's

from 1963 to 1993; this week, the elder Spierer will sit at the
violins as the younger one conducts.

Carlos Spierer, who began studying the violin as a child, saw his father immersed

in rehearsing,

performing and teaching.
"When I was growing up, I had a period where I went to every concert of the Berlin
Philharmonic.

If! wasn't there, my father's colleagues would ask him, 'Where's Carlos?'"

Spierer says.
"I was always drawn by music. I was always affected by music. It moved me."
When Spierer was in high school, he played for violinist Fredell Lack, longtime UH professor,
who was visiting Berlin. She recommended
then offered him a scholarship
exposure to Texas' late-summer

him to a summer music camp in the United States,

to the university when he graduated. After getting over his first
heat - "It just hit me like a hammer," he says - he made himself

at home.
"I really enjoyed it," Spierer says. "I was living on campus, and I was immediately

part of the

music school. You make friends immediately. There's so much to do - so much practicing, so
many classes - that you sometimes

forget time."

During school holidays, Spierer went home and played as a substitute
Philharmonic's

violin section. He saw a top-flight orchestra

in the Berlin

from the inside.

"It was amazing - being part of the group and getting to know the spirit," Spierer says. 'The
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special thing about very good orchestras
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is, they listen to one another. They make chamber

music onstage.
"When you sit in the middle ofthe first violins or the second violins, it's like a wave, and you go
with it and try to do the best you can."
Back in Houston, a conducting class put Spierer on the podium for his first time, leading a
minuet from an 18th-century
university after his sophomore

symphony. He enjoyed it and decided to pursue it, leaving the
year to study conducting at the conservatory

in Hamburg,

Germany. Winning a conducting contest at a German festival helped launch his career; spending
a week in a Leonard Bernstein master class let him watch a master at work.
Bernstein's

power, Spierer says, lay in his ability to draw musicians into his vision of the music

at hand.
"His control over the orchestra

and his energy and positiveness

toward the music and

musicians - that is what I admired," Spierer says.
"Sometimes you are very alone in front of an orchestra. But Bernstein was so alive. He was so
energetic."
Since serving as music director at the opera house in Giessen, Germany, from 2003 to 2011,
Spierer has worked as a freelancer. Though he and his father have both taken part in the Texas
Music Festival, this will be their first time together.
The elder Spierer, at age 86, defies his age, his son says.
"He's very vigorous - very alive," Spierer says. "Onstage, he seems 30 years younger. He's
wonderful."
Texas Music Festival Orchestra
Concerts are at 7:30 p.m. Saturdays at Moores Opera House, University of Houston, off Cullen at
entrance 16.
June 7: Franz Anton Krager, conductor; Houston Symphony Chorus. Gustav Mahler's Symphony
No.2.
June 14: Carlos Spierer, conductor; winner of Cynthia Wood Mitchell Young Artist Competition.
"The Ring Without Words/' music by Richard Wagner arranged by Lorin Maazel; concerto to be
announced. (Also a free performance

atB p.m.Iune 13 at Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005
)
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Lake Robbins, The Woodlands.)
June 21: Daniel Hege, conductor. Carl Nielsen's Symphony No.4, Benjamin Britten's "Sinfonia da
Req uiem," Bela Bartok's Suite from "The Miraculous Mandarin."
June 28: Met-Ann Chen conductor; Time for Three, string trio. An-Lu Huang's "Saibei Dance,"
Chris Brubeck's "Travels in Time for Three," Dmitri Shostakovich's Symphony No. 10.
Also: Vocal Institute concert, 7:30 p.m. Friday; Perspectives series, chamber-music
festival faculty at 7:30 p.m. June 10,17 and 24; Young Artists series, chamber-music

concerts by
concerts by

orchestral musicians at 7 p.m. June 19, 26 and 27; Classical Minds Guitar Festival, June 10-14.
Details: $15 for orchestra concerts, Perspectives and Classical Minds;free for Vocal Institute
concert and Young Artists; 713-743-3313,
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