
Marchȱ18,ȱ2020ȱ

McGovernȱCollegeȱStudents:ȱ

Here’sȱwhereȱweȱareȱonȱWednesdayȱMarchȱ18:ȱ

I’mȱsureȱmanyȱofȱyouȱhaveȱseenȱbyȱnowȱtheȱmessageȱonȱtheȱrestrictionȱofȱstudentȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱ
artsȱfacilitiesȱ(seeȱhttps://uh.edu/kgmca/covidȬ19ȬdeanȬcommunications/2020Ȭ03Ȭ18ȬfacilitiesȬ
restriction.pdf).ȱAsȱIȱstatedȱthere,ȱthisȱisȱwasȱanȱextraordinarilyȱdifficultȱtoȱdecisionȱtoȱhaveȱtoȱ
make.ȱIȱunderstandȱtheȱimpactȱitȱhasȱonȱallȱofȱourȱstudents.ȱIȱunderstandȱespeciallyȱtheȱ
disappointmentȱthatȱisȱaffectingȱourȱstudentsȱwhoȱhaveȱbeenȱworkingȱsoȱhardȱtoȱprepareȱforȱ
endȬofȬyearȱprojects,ȱexhibitions,ȱperformances,ȱandȱtheȱlike.ȱIȱknowȱit’sȱheartbreaking.ȱPleaseȱ
knowȱthatȱitȱisȱforȱmeȱasȱwell.ȱAgain:ȱitȱisȱnoȱeasierȱforȱmeȱtoȱwriteȱtheseȱthingsȱthanȱitȱisȱforȱyouȱ
toȱreadȱthem.ȱ

Iȱalsoȱwantȱtoȱconveyȱtoȱyouȱthatȱtheȱcollegeȱleadershipȱteamȱhasȱbeenȱdiscussingȱthisȱdecisionȱ
allȱday.ȱIȱcanȱtellȱyouȱthatȱweȱhadȱaȱlongȱvideoconference,ȱwithȱ19ȱpeopleȱ“inȱtheȱroom”ȱ
(virtually),ȱandȱthatȱeachȱandȱeveryȱpersonȱinȱthatȱmeetingȱknewȱhowȱimpactfulȱthisȱwouldȱbeȱ
onȱyouȱasȱstudents.ȱYouȱhaveȱaȱcaringȱandȱcompassionateȱgroupȱofȱleadersȱandȱfacultyȱ
members,ȱandȱtheyȱcareȱdeeplyȱaboutȱyouȱasȱstudents.ȱIȱamȱgratefulȱforȱthem.ȱ

InȱmyȱmessageȱaboutȱclosureȱofȱtheȱfacilitiesȱtoȱstudentsȱIȱdidȱnotȱclarifyȱtheȱsituationȱwithȱtheȱ
ArtsȱandȱTechnologyȱCenter.ȱTheȱATC,ȱwhichȱisȱclosedȱrightȱnowȱ(dueȱtoȱourȱtreatingȱthisȱweekȱ
asȱspringȱbreak),ȱunfortunatelyȱwillȱhaveȱtoȱremainȱclosedȱindefinitely,ȱuntilȱweȱhaveȱ
determinedȱthatȱitȱisȱsafeȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱworkȱinȱtheȱbuildings.ȱThereȱwasȱsimplyȱnoȱalternativeȱtoȱ
closingȱtheȱlab,ȱjustȱasȱweȱhaveȱhadȱtoȱcloseȱtheȱartsȱbuildingsȱtoȱstudents.ȱTheȱlabȱpresentsȱtheȱ
sameȱpublicȱhealthȱrisksȱthatȱareȱpresentȱinȱtheȱartsȱbuildingsȱgenerally.ȱ

Pleaseȱrememberȱthatȱatȱthisȱtime,ȱtheȱM.D.ȱAndersonȱLibraryȱisȱopen,ȱonȱspringȬbreakȱhoursȱ
thisȱweekȱandȱonȱnormalȱhoursȱnextȱweek.ȱ(TheȱclosureȱofȱtheȱMusicȱLibraryȱandȱtheȱArtȱandȱ
Architectureȱlibraryȱandȱthoseȱfacilities’ȱmovesȱremoteȱservices—andȱIȱwillȱhaveȱmoreȱ
informationȱonȱthisȱsubjectȱtomorrow—isȱunrelatedȱtoȱtheȱoperationsȱofȱtheȱAndersonȱLibrary.)ȱ
Iȱwillȱinformȱyouȱifȱthatȱinformationȱchanges.ȱRememberȱalsoȱthatȱinternetȱaccessȱoffȱcampusȱisȱ
beingȱenhancedȱbyȱseveralȱnationalȱefforts,ȱinȱparticularȱwithȱComcastȱandȱAT&Tȱbothȱ
announcingȱthatȱtheyȱwillȱopenȱpublicȱwifiȱhotspotsȱfreeȱofȱchargeȱforȱtheȱnextȱ60ȱdays.ȱForȱ
moreȱinformation,ȱseeȱhttps://corporate.comcast.com/covidȬ19ȱandȱ
https://about.att.com/pages/COVIDȬ19.html.ȱ

Rememberȱourȱhighestȱpriorityȱinȱallȱofȱthis:ȱtheȱhealthȱandȱsafetyȱofȱourȱstudents,ȱstaff,ȱandȱ
faculty.ȱTheseȱareȱnotȱeasyȱdecisionsȱtoȱmake,ȱbutȱitȱisȱalsoȱnotȱworthȱsacrificingȱyourȱlongȬtermȱ
healthȱandȱsafetyȱforȱshortȬtermȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱbuildings.ȱWeȱmustȱdoȱourȱpart,ȱwithȱtheȱcityȱofȱ



Houstonȱandȱtheȱnation,ȱtoȱstemȱtheȱspreadȱofȱtheȱvirus.ȱSacrificesȱnowȱwillȱyieldȱgreaterȱgainsȱ
laterȱandȱaȱmoreȱrapidȱreturnȱtoȱnormalcy.ȱ

Academicȱcalendarȱ

Iȱhaveȱreceivedȱvariousȱquestionsȱaboutȱsummerȱsessionsȱandȱsummerȱprogramming.ȱAtȱthisȱ
timeȱnoȱdecisionsȱhaveȱbeenȱmadeȱregardingȱsummerȱsessions;ȱthisȱmeansȱtheseȱsessionsȱareȱ
occurringȱasȱscheduled.ȱAtȱthisȱtimeȱyouȱmayȱmaintainȱwhateverȱsummerȱcourseȱplansȱyouȱ
haveȱmade.ȱȱ

Noteȱalsoȱthatȱthereȱhaveȱbeenȱnoȱchangesȱtoȱtheȱacademicȱcalendar.ȱAtȱthisȱtimeȱtheȱsemesterȱisȱ
proceedingȱasȱscheduled,ȱwithȱtheȱdatesȱofȱtheȱlastȱdayȱofȱclassȱandȱtheȱfinalȱexamȱperiodȱ
unchanged.ȱSummerȱsessionȱdatesȱlikewiseȱremainȱunchanged.ȱRememberȱthat,ȱasȱIȱmentionedȱ
yesterday,ȱcommencementȱisȱproceedingȱasȱscheduledȱatȱthisȱtime—noȱdecisionȱhasȱbeenȱmadeȱ
toȱalterȱtheȱcommencementȱscheduleȱorȱcommencementȱplans.ȱTheȱPresidentȱannouncedȱ
yesterdayȱthatȱaȱdecisionȱonȱcommencementȱwouldȱbeȱmadeȱnextȱweek.ȱȱ

Fridayȱthisȱweekȱisȱstillȱtheȱdateȱbyȱwhichȱyouȱmayȱexpectȱtoȱreceiveȱmoreȱdetailsȱfromȱyourȱ
professorsȱaboutȱplansȱforȱcontinuityȱofȱinstruction.ȱWeȱremainȱcommittedȱtoȱdeliveringȱtheȱ
coursesȱyouȱneed,ȱinȱtheȱtimeȱthatȱyouȱneedȱthem.ȱ

Employeeȱstatusȱ

Iȱhaveȱbeenȱkeepingȱyouȱapprisedȱofȱthisȱissueȱandȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱdoȱso,ȱasȱIȱunderstandȱtheȱ
economicȱramificationsȱofȱthisȱsituation.ȱTheȱclosureȱofȱtheȱartsȱfacilitiesȱtoȱstudentsȱhasȱ
consequencesȱforȱmany,ȱincludingȱthoseȱofȱyouȱwhoȱareȱemployedȱorȱonȱworkȬstudyȱ
assignmentsȱinȱoneȱofȱourȱfacilities.ȱOurȱgoalȱisȱtoȱdetermineȱalternative,ȱremoteȱworkȱ
arrangementsȱforȱstudentȱemployeesȱsoȱthatȱyouȱcanȱcontinueȱtoȱbeȱpaid.ȱWeȱareȱatȱworkȱnowȱ
withȱdirectorsȱofȱschoolsȱandȱsupervisorsȱtoȱdetermineȱwhatȱsuchȱassignmentsȱwillȱlookȱlike.ȱIȱ
willȱkeepȱyouȱinformed.ȱRememberȱthatȱifȱyouȱneedȱtoȱworkȱremotely,ȱpleaseȱmakeȱtheȱrequestȱ
usingȱoneȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱforms:ȱworkȬstudyȱstudentȱrequestȱformȱ/ȱrequestȱformȱforȱallȱotherȱstaffȱ
andȱstudentȱemployees.ȱ

Travelȱ

Iȱrealizeȱthatȱsomeȱofȱyouȱreturnedȱhomeȱ(inȱmanyȱcasesȱoutȱofȱstate)ȱforȱspringȱbreakȱandȱhaveȱ
notȱyetȱreturnedȱtoȱHouston,ȱgivenȱthatȱweȱessentiallyȱextendedȱtheȱspringȱbreakȱbyȱaȱweekȱ
(thisȱweek,ȱweekȱofȱMarchȱ16).ȱIȱunderstandȱthatȱforȱthoseȱofȱyouȱwhoȱareȱnotȱinȱHouston,ȱtheȱ
closureȱofȱtheȱartsȱfacilitiesȱtoȱstudentsȱandȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱretrieveȱworkȱfromȱtheȱbuildingsȱ
byȱFridayȱatȱnoonȱmayȱposeȱaȱproblem.ȱIfȱyouȱareȱinȱthisȱsituation,ȱpleaseȱcontactȱme.ȱ

Parkingȱ

Iȱhaveȱreceivedȱseveralȱquestionsȱaboutȱparkingȱonȱcampus.ȱAtȱthisȱtimeȱthereȱareȱnoȱ
restrictionsȱonȱparkingȱonȱcampus.ȱOnȱtheȱcontrary,ȱparkingȱrestrictionsȱhaveȱbeenȱrelaxedȱsoȱ
thatȱaȱvalidȱUHȱpermitȱallowsȱforȱparkingȱinȱanyȱungatedȱlotȱonȱcampusȱ(exceptȱforȱlotȱ6A).ȱ
Theseȱrelaxedȱrestrictionsȱareȱtheȱnormȱduringȱspringȱbreak,ȱbutȱnowȱtheyȱhaveȱbeenȱextended,ȱ



inȱlightȱofȱtheȱcurrentȱcircumstances,ȱuntilȱtheȱdateȱonȱwhichȱinȬpersonȱclassesȱresume.ȱAsȱlong,ȱ
relaxedȱparkingȱregulationsȱwillȱbeȱinȱeffect.ȱNoteȱthatȱtheȱrelaxedȱregulationsȱdoȱnotȱallowȱforȱ
parkingȱinȱgatedȱlots,ȱgarages,ȱrestrictedȱspacesȱ(disabledȱspaces,ȱloadingȱzones,ȱorȱotherȱ
reservedȱspaces),ȱorȱmeteredȱspaces.ȱ

Otherȱitemsȱ

RememberȱthatȱyouȱcanȱfindȱanswersȱtoȱmanyȱquestionsȱonȱtheȱveryȱhelpfulȱcoronavirusȱFAQȱ
page,ȱatȱhttps://uh.edu/covidȬ19/faq/.ȱIȱamȱpostingȱallȱofȱmyȱupdatesȱforȱstudentsȱandȱtheȱpublicȱ
atȱhttps://uh.edu/kgmca/covidȬ19ȬdeanȬcommunications/,ȱifȱyouȱneedȱtoȱreferȱbackȱtoȱthem.ȱWeȱ
willȱalsoȱpostȱtheȱupdatesȱonȱtheseȱsocialȱmediaȱchannels:ȱtwitterȱ@uhkgmDean;ȱtwitterȱ
@uhkgm_arts;ȱfacebookȱ@UHKGMarts;ȱandȱInstagramȱ@uhkgm_arts.ȱ

IfȱyouȱareȱinȱtheȱveryȱunderstandableȱsituationȱofȱneedingȱemotionalȱorȱmentalȬhealthȱsupportȱ
duringȱthisȱdifficultȱtime,ȱrememberȱthatȱyouȱcanȱalwaysȱcontactȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱ
CounselingȱandȱPsychologicalȱServices,ȱatȱhttps://www.uh.edu/caps/.ȱ

PleaseȱcontinueȱtoȱcontactȱmeȱdirectlyȱwithȱquestionsȱandȱIȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱanswerȱthem.ȱ

Sincerely,ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
AndrewȱDavisȱ
DeanȱandȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
CullenȱFoundationȱEndowedȱChairȱ
ȱ
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