
Marchȱ17,ȱ2020ȱ

McGovernȱCollegeȱstudents:ȱ

Here’sȱmyȱupdateȱonȱwhereȱweȱareȱforȱMarchȱ17,ȱ2020.ȱ

Statusȱofȱartsȱeventsȱandȱcoursesȱ

Pleaseȱseeȱtheȱemailȱbelowȱ(andȱtheȱattachment,ȱwhichȱduplicatesȱtheȱtextȱbelow).ȱThisȱisȱaȱ
rapidlyȱchangingȱsituation,ȱandȱitȱbecameȱclearȱtoȱusȱthatȱitȱwouldȱbeȱnecessaryȱtoȱcancelȱallȱ
performances,ȱproductions,ȱpublicȱexhibitions,ȱfestivals,ȱandȱspecialȱeventsȱscheduledȱforȱtheȱ
remainderȱofȱtheȱspringȱsemester.ȱAsȱmuchȱasȱweȱtried,ȱthereȱwasȱnoȱwayȱtoȱavoidȱthis.ȱTheȱ
preparationȱtimeȱforȱsuchȱeventsȱisȱrightȱnow;ȱevenȱifȱweȱwereȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱaȱnormalȱsituation,ȱ
weȱwouldn’tȱbeȱableȱtoȱcontinueȱwithȱeventsȱscheduledȱevenȱforȱmidȬAprilȱandȱafter.ȱȱ

Iȱamȱsoȱsorryȱaboutȱtheȱstressȱandȱdisappointmentȱthatȱtheȱcancellationȱisȱsureȱtoȱcause.ȱPleaseȱ
knowȱthatȱitȱwasn’tȱanyȱeasierȱforȱmeȱtoȱwriteȱitȱthanȱitȱisȱforȱyouȱtoȱreadȱit.ȱIȱunderstandȱveryȱ
wellȱhowȱheartbreakingȱitȱmustȱbeȱtoȱhaveȱputȱinȱtheȱtimeȱandȱeffortȱonȱyourȱworkȱupȱuntilȱ
now,ȱonlyȱtoȱhaveȱtheȱfinalȱpresentationȱofȱthatȱworkȱcancelledȱatȱtheȱ11thȱhour.ȱKeepȱinȱmindȱ
theȱpublicȱhealthȱobjectiveȱofȱeveryȱdecision;ȱrightȱnowȱthereȱisȱaȱseriousȱhealthȱriskȱassociatedȱ
withȱholdingȱeventsȱthatȱwouldȱdrawȱevenȱrelativelyȱsmallȱaudiences.ȱIȱwantȱnothingȱmoreȱthanȱ
toȱcontributeȱtoȱtheȱsolutionȱtoȱthisȱproblemȱratherȱthanȱtoȱexacerbateȱtheȱproblemȱitself.ȱȱ

Pleaseȱknowȱthatȱweȱareȱlookingȱforȱeveryȱopportunityȱtoȱrescheduleȱproductionsȱorȱ
performancesȱwhereverȱitȱisȱfeasibleȱtoȱdoȱso,ȱandȱthisȱgivesȱusȱsomethingȱtoȱlookȱforwardȱtoȱinȱ
theȱfuture—evenȱthoughȱIȱamȱveryȱawareȱthatȱthisȱisȱanȱimperfectȱsolutionȱandȱwillȱnotȱaffectȱ
everyoneȱequally.ȱȱ

Iȱthinkȱoneȱofȱtheȱkeyȱaspectsȱofȱmyȱstatementȱisȱtheȱfourthȱparagraph:ȱthisȱassuresȱyouȱthatȱtheȱ
cancellationȱdecisionȱisȱseparateȱfromȱtheȱquestionȱofȱwhetherȱyouȱwillȱgetȱtheȱcreditȱthatȱyouȱ
needȱforȱprogressȱinȱyourȱprogramsȱorȱprogressȱtowardȱgraduation.ȱIȱwillȱrestateȱhereȱthatȱweȱ
areȱcommittedȱtoȱdeliveringȱtheȱcoursesȱyouȱneedȱinȱtheȱtimeȱthatȱyouȱneedȱthem,ȱevenȱifȱtheȱ
formatȱandȱcontentȱofȱthoseȱcoursesȱmayȱnotȱbeȱexactlyȱtheȱsameȱasȱwhatȱwasȱoriginallyȱ
planned.ȱThisȱisȱanȱimperfectȱsolutionȱinȱsomeȱways,ȱbutȱIȱalsoȱhopeȱthatȱyouȱwillȱagreeȱwithȱmeȱ
thatȱitȱisȱfarȱbetterȱthanȱaȱdelayȱinȱyourȱcareers,ȱyourȱprogress,ȱyourȱgraduation,ȱorȱotherwise.ȱȱ

Again,ȱeveryȱschoolȱandȱprogramȱinȱtheȱcollegeȱisȱdevelopingȱaȱplanȱforȱcontinuityȱofȱ
instructionȱandȱgrantingȱofȱcourseȱcredit,ȱandȱyouȱwillȱbeȱinformedȱbyȱyourȱfacultyȱinstructorsȱ
onȱdetailsȱofȱtheseȱplansȱbyȱFriday,ȱMarchȱ20.ȱThereȱwillȱbeȱalternativeȱarrangementsȱinȱeveryȱ
situation,ȱincludingȱfinalȱrecitals,ȱconcerts,ȱproductions,ȱexhibitions,ȱandȱothers.ȱYouȱmayȱhaveȱ
alreadyȱreceivedȱcommunicationȱaboutȱtheseȱalternativeȱarrangements;ȱinȱanyȱcase,ȱweȱwillȱ
continueȱtoȱbeȱinȱtouchȱwithȱyouȱaboutȱdetailsȱregardingȱspecificȱcoursesȱandȱsituations.ȱPleaseȱ



lookȱforȱmoreȱdetailedȱcommunicationȱonȱthisȱsubjectȱfromȱyourȱschools,ȱprograms,ȱorȱfacultyȱ
byȱFridayȱthisȱweek,ȱifȱyouȱhaveȱnotȱreceivedȱitȱalready.ȱ

Iȱhaveȱreceivedȱquestionsȱonȱwhetherȱtheȱrestȱofȱtheȱsemesterȱwillȱbeȱdeliveredȱonlineȱorȱ
whetherȱaȱreturnȱtoȱfaceȬtoȬfaceȱinstructionȱisȱpossible.ȱItȱisȱtrueȱthatȱtheȱsituationȱisȱbeingȱ
evaluatedȱcontinuously,ȱandȱthatȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱhasȱcommittedȱtoȱonlineȱdeliveryȱofȱ
coursesȱonlyȱthroughȱAprilȱ4.ȱAtȱthisȱtime,ȱhowever,ȱIȱamȱplanningȱtoȱgiveȱfacultyȱmembersȱtheȱ
optionȱtoȱcontinueȱonlineȱorȱalternativeȱdeliveryȱofȱcourseȱcontent,ȱevenȱshouldȱaȱreturnȱtoȱfaceȬ
toȬfaceȱinstructionȱproveȱtoȱbeȱpossible.ȱOurȱfacultyȱmembersȱareȱdoingȱaȱtremendousȱamountȱ
ofȱworkȱtoȱreformatȱtheirȱcoursesȱandȱdeliverȱtheȱcontentȱthatȱyouȱneedȱtoȱcompleteȱtheseȱ
courses;ȱIȱunderstandȱthatȱchangingȱbackȱtoȱaȱpreviousȱformatȱmayȱorȱmayȱnotȱbeȱfeasibleȱorȱ
practical,ȱdependingȱonȱindividualȱcircumstances.ȱ

NoteȱalsoȱinȱthisȱregardȱthatȱIȱhaveȱreceivedȱnumerousȱquestionsȱaboutȱtheȱstatusȱofȱ
commencement.ȱIȱhaveȱintentionallyȱnotȱaddressedȱtheȱquestionȱofȱcommencementȱinȱmyȱ
statement.ȱCommencementȱwillȱbeȱhandledȱseparatelyȱfromȱanyȱdecisionsȱthatȱIȱhaveȱmadeȱ
regardingȱMcGovernȱCollegeȱevents.ȱAtȱthisȱtime,ȱnoȱdecisionȱhasȱbeenȱmadeȱtoȱcancelȱ
commencement.ȱTheȱPresidentȱannouncedȱtodayȱthatȱaȱdecisionȱonȱcommencementȱwouldȱbeȱ
madeȱnextȱweek.ȱ

Technologyȱ

AtȱthisȱtimeȱtheȱArtsȱandȱTechnologyȱCenterȱisȱclosedȱdueȱtoȱtheȱcancellationȱofȱclassesȱthisȱ
weekȱ(weekȱofȱMarchȱ16)ȱandȱourȱtreatingȱthisȱweekȱasȱifȱitȱwereȱspringȱbreak.ȱWeȱareȱworkingȱ
asȱweȱspeakȱtoȱdetermineȱtheȱstatusȱofȱtheȱArtsȱandȱTechnologyȱCenterȱbeginningȱnextȱweekȱ
(weekȱofȱMarchȱ23);ȱtheȱpublicȱhealthȱsituationȱisȱrapidlyȱchanging,ȱandȱthereȱareȱmanyȱ
variables.ȱȱ

IfȱyouȱrelyȱonȱtheȱATCȱforȱprojectsȱandȱproductionȱofȱwork,ȱIȱrealizeȱthatȱtheȱclosureȱofȱtheȱlabȱ
thisȱweekȱpresentsȱanȱobstacle.ȱWeȱareȱworkingȱtoȱmakeȱalternativeȱarrangementsȱandȱwillȱbeȱinȱ
touchȱtoȱcommunicateȱthoseȱarrangementsȱtoȱyou.ȱ

Facilitiesȱ

Atȱthisȱtime,ȱfacilitiesȱremainȱopenȱandȱaccessible.ȱWeȱareȱworkingȱtoȱdetermineȱwhatȱpublicȱ
healthȱrisksȱmightȱbeȱassociatedȱwithȱleavingȱtheȱfacilitiesȱopen.ȱItȱisȱpossibleȱthatȱweȱmayȱneedȱ
toȱrestrictȱaccessȱtoȱtheȱfacilities,ȱbutȱatȱthisȱtimeȱweȱdoȱnotȱhaveȱenoughȱinformationȱtoȱmakeȱanȱ
informedȱdecision.ȱIȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱupdateȱyou.ȱ

Employeeȱstatusȱ

AsȱIȱmentionedȱyesterday,ȱIȱunderstandȱtheȱeconomicȱramificationsȱofȱtheȱsituation.ȱIȱ
understandȱthatȱthoseȱofȱyouȱwhoȱareȱemployedȱinȱtheȱcollegeȱareȱconcernedȱaboutȱcontinuedȱ
employmentȱandȱsourcesȱofȱincome.ȱAtȱthisȱtimeȱIȱworkingȱwithȱtheȱcollegeȱleadershipȱtoȱ
determineȱwhatȱalternativeȱworkȱassignmentsȱwillȱbeȱmadeȱforȱstudentsȱwhoseȱjobȱassignmentȱ
isȱnoȱlongerȱinȱdemandȱ(boxȱofficeȱemployees,ȱforȱexample,ȱinȱaȱsituationȱinȱwhichȱallȱticketedȱ
eventsȱareȱcancelled)ȱorȱwhoȱhaveȱrequestedȱpermissionȱtoȱworkȱremotely.ȱIȱamȱcommittedȱtoȱ



continuingȱtoȱdetermineȱwhatȱworkȱarrangementsȱcanȱbeȱmadeȱinȱorderȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱpayȱ
studentsȱwhoȱweȱhaveȱcommittedȱtoȱemploying.ȱRememberȱthatȱifȱyouȱneedȱtoȱworkȱremotely,ȱ
pleaseȱmakeȱtheȱrequestȱusingȱoneȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱforms:ȱworkȬstudyȱstudentȱrequestȱformȱ/ȱ
requestȱformȱforȱallȱotherȱstaffȱandȱstudentȱemployees.ȱ

Otherȱitemsȱ

PleaseȱnoteȱthatȱIȱamȱpostingȱallȱofȱmyȱupdatesȱonlineȱatȱhttps://uh.edu/kgmca/covidȬ19ȬdeanȬ
communications/.ȱWeȱareȱpostingȱonȱsocialȱmediaȱonȱtheseȱchannels:ȱtwitterȱ@uhkgmDean;ȱ
twitterȱ@uhkgm_arts;ȱfacebookȱ@UHKGMarts;ȱandȱInstagramȱ@uhkgm_arts.ȱȱ

AsȱIȱmentionedȱyesterday,ȱreferȱtoȱhttps://uh.edu/covidȬ19/ȱforȱtheȱlatestȱandȱmostȱcompleteȱ
informationȱfromȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHouston.ȱSeeȱespeciallyȱtheȱlinkȱtoȱtheȱveryȱhelpfulȱFAQȱ
pageȱ(https://uh.edu/covidȬ19/faq/).ȱIfȱyouȱfindȱthatȱyouȱneedȱemotionalȱorȱmentalȬhealthȱ
supportȱduringȱthisȱdifficultȱtime,ȱpleaseȱcontactȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱCounselingȱandȱ
PsychologicalȱServices,ȱatȱhttps://www.uh.edu/caps/.ȱ

Iȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱprovideȱupdatesȱasȱtheȱsituationȱcontinuesȱtoȱevolve.ȱPleaseȱcontinueȱtoȱ
contactȱmeȱwithȱquestions.ȱ

Bestȱwishes,ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
AndrewȱDavisȱ
DeanȱandȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
CullenȱFoundationȱEndowedȱChairȱ
ȱ
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