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Professional Experience

Energy Institute, Bauer College of Business, University of Houston, Research Associate
1/97-Present

· Coordinate Institute research products, conduct analysis on research projects, grants and custom studies, provide instruction in Institute training programs, and assist with Institute outreach.

Energy Industry Regulation

· Contributes as an assistant editor to a new energy industry publication in Turkey on issues related to energy industry restructuring.

· Coordinates and participates in the Commercial Frameworks study funded by Institute sponsors, which evaluates gas monetization options comparatively across a group of countries within the framework of electricity sector reform.

· Managed the day-to-day activities of the Institute research project, Best Practices in Energy Sector Reform, which analyzed the critical variables that lead to success or failure of reforms across oil and gas E&P operations in Mexico, Venezuela, Russia and Kazakstan with the U.S. and Canada as benchmarks.

· Developed an Excel-based simulation model that is used to show the rate and nature of convergence between upstream oil and gas investment terms desired by the international investors and those that are offered by the resource-rich nations.

· Participated in a proprietary study that comparatively analyzed deregulation of the railroad and airline industries and resulting business strategies with the intention to draw parallels for another network industry, natural gas pipelines. 

· Evaluated the privatization process in the Turkish power sector.

· Advised ELSIAD, the Association of Industrialists and Businessmen of the Electricity Sector, on the proposed restructuring models for the electricity and gas industries in Turkey and the proposed changes in the “public service” laws (1998).

· Assessed the process of restructuring the Argentine electricity industry for Enerji, an energy industry publication in Turkey.

· Described energy industry regulation in the U.S. and the role of FERC and PUCs for Dünya, a daily financial newspaper in Turkey.

· Studied the structure and regulation of natural gas and electricity markets in the Black Sea region and potential for an integrated regional market with harmonized regulation.
· Studied the effects of oil shocks, environmental and economic regulations and deregulation on the U.S. energy industry since 1960.

Economics and Geopolitics

· Investigated politics and economics of proposed Caspian export pipeline projects.

· Analyzed Turkey's efforts to diversify its sources of oil and gas, and its active role in development and pipeline transportation of Central Asian resources in the face of increasing energy consumption.

· Explored the new geopolitics of oil and gas resulting from the increasing global demand and the emergence of Former Soviet Union republics of Central Asia and the Caucasus as major producers and/or transit countries with a special emphasis on the role of China in this “New Great Game.”

Training

· Manages the day-to-day activities and contributes to development of materials including two virtual countries and case studies for the Institute-DOE joint training program, New Era in Oil, Gas and Power Value Chain.

· Contributed to the preparation of training manuals for Oil and Gas Accounting, International Petroleum Contracts, Project Finance and International Petroleum Economics to be used in U.S. AID/Hagler Bailly Consulting consortium's training of oil and gas professionals in Central Asian republics of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

· Instructed parts of International Petroleum Economics to students from China National Petroleum Company visiting UH for a two-week program.

· Developed a course titled Economics of Energy, which covers a variety of topics from exhaustible resource economics to environmental regulations; from electricity industry regulation to deregulation; from the role of OPEC to NYMEX and risk management.

Duke Energy International, Houston, Scholar in Residence
2/8/00-8/18/00

· Assisted with day-to-day evaluation of legal and regulatory risk to DEI’s electricity and natural gas projects in Latin America and Europe.

· Evaluated different electricity laws and regulations and their evolution over time for developing a better understanding of best practices in electricity restructuring.

· Participated in project evaluation from the perspective of legal and regulatory approaches to pricing and dispatching electricity.

· Contributed to market analysis.

Boston College, Department of Economics, Graduate Assistant
9/90-5/96

· Tested the efficiency of trading in crude oil futures at NYMEX.

· Analyzed both the long-run and short-run relationships among prices of similar quality crude oils from different parts of the world.

· Investigated the cartel behavior of OPEC by testing the success of the quota system and the causal relationship between OPEC output and the price of crude oil.

· Assisted Professor Steve Polasky in developing an alternative model of oil producer behavior and in testing the consistency of data with the model.

· Compared alternative hypotheses of oil producer behavior for both OPEC and non-OPEC producers.

Selected Publications

“Caspian Pipeline Prospects Hinge on Transparent, Logical Regulatory Frameworks.” Oil & Gas Journal, pp. 68-72, August 21, 2000 (with Bhamy Shenoy and Michelle Michot Foss).

“Analysis Suggests Economic Viability of Trans-Caspian Sea Gas Line.” Oil & Gas Journal, pp. 51-58, November 15, 1999 (with Bhamy Shenoy and Michelle Michot Foss).

Best Practices in Energy Sector Reform. Summary Report, 1998 Shell Interdisciplinary Scholars Program, Energy Institute, University of Houston, April 1999 (with Michelle Michot Foss, Jack Casey, Everette Gardner and Paul Gregory).

“Caspian Oil Export Choices Clouded by Geopolitics, Project Economics.” Oil & Gas Journal, April 19, 1999, pp. 29-35 (with Bhamy Shenoy and Michelle Michot Foss).

“Review of Legal Battleground in Turkey’s Power Privatization War.” Utilities Law Review, 1999 (with Özgür Derman and Haluk Bilgiç).

“Electricity in Turkey – A Legal Battleground in an Ongoing Privatization War.” Power Economics, December/January 1998-99, pp. 13-16.

"Regionalization in the World Crude Oil Market:  Further Results." The Energy Journal, Vol. 20, No. 1, 1999, pp. 125-139.

“Power Marketization in Turkey.”  Energy Institute White Paper, May 1998.

"Efficiency in the Crude Oil Futures Market." Journal of Energy Finance & Development, Vol. 3, Number 1, 1998, pp. 13-21.

“Restructuring the Petroleum Industry in China.”  Geopolitics of Energy, Issue 20, Number 1, January 1998.  (with Xiaojie Xu and Michelle Michot Foss)

“The New Geopolitical Game in the Eurasian Oil and Gas Scene.”  Geopolitics of Energy, Issue 19, Number 12, December 1997. (with Xiaojie Xu and Michelle Michot Foss)

"Regionalization in the World Crude Oil Market." The Energy Journal, Vol. 18, No. 2, 1997, pp. 109-126.

"Is OPEC a Cartel?  Evidence from Cointegration and Causality Tests." The Energy Journal, Vol. 17, No. 2, 1996, pp. 43-57.

Selected Conferences

“Pipelines, Politics and Economics.” CERI World Oil Conference, January 31-February 1, 2000, Calgary (Invited).

“Turkey: A Hub for Gas or Power?”  20th Annual Conference of the USAEE/IAEE, August 29-September 1, 1999, Orlando.

“Politics and Economics behind Proposed Caspian Export Pipeline Projects.”  22nd Annual International Conference of the IAEE, June 1999, Rome.

“Electric Power Privatization in Turkey.”  21st Annual International Conference of the IAEE, May 1998, Québec City.

“What Future for OPEC?” with Norm Duncan.  21st Annual International Conference of the IAEE, May 1998, Québec City.

"Competition in the U.S. Energy Market."  18th Annual North American Conference of the USAEE/IAEE, September 1997, San Francisco.

Education

Ph.D., Economics, Boston College, MA, 1996.


Dissertation: "A Multifaceted Analysis of the World Crude Oil Market."
B.A., Economics, Boğaziçi (Bosphorus) University, Istanbul, Turkey, 1990.

