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Spring 2024 Commencement 3

Message from the President

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

Congratulations on receiving your college degree. Today, your 
longtime dream becomes a reality, and I join your family and 
friends in celebrating this milestone with you. I am a big believer 
in the power of dreams and resiliency. To graduate from college, 
despite the challenges of the past few years, is a testament to your 

unwavering commitment and ability to dream big.

Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or hail from collegiate 
scholars, your hard work and determination have brought you to this milestone. You 
are a generation who faced a global pandemic yet stayed focused on your studies and 
goals. You excelled against the odds, and this adversity has prepared you to face the 
professional world with more grit than any generation before. I applaud you for all that 
you have achieved.

Please take time to thank your professors, advisors, family and friends who supported 
you on this journey. It takes community to accomplish your goals, and I ask that you 
stay humble and give back to those in need as you go on to even greater heights.

You have received a Tier One education from the University of Houston. This is the 
home of industry leaders, nationally top-ranked academic programs, world-renowned 
faculty, the nation’s top-ranked basketball program, cutting-edge research and so much 
more. I know in my heart that you are now ready to compete and become leaders in 
your chosen careers. Now, work hard, dream big and shine on.

Go Coogs!

Warmest regards,

Renu Khator 
President, University of Houston
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Spring 2024 Commencement 5

Message from the Provost

Dear Spring Graduates,

You’ve traveled a long road to reach this moment, but here you are! 
Congratulations on earning a degree from the University of Houston.

Whether you’re the first in your family to graduate from college or 
perhaps a second-generation Cougar, today’s ceremony marks a 

significant moment in your lives. It’s also special for the University of Houston as your 
success has been our priority since you first stepped foot on campus.

Now, you embark on new journeys. Some of you may be entering the workforce. Others 
may be headed to graduate school. No matter your destination, please remember those 
who helped you get to this point.

Stay in touch with peers, professors and staff members and remind them that their 
guidance supported your academic journeys. Also, thank your spouses, siblings, parents, 
grandparents and others in attendance today for their daily inspiration.

Of course, be sure to truly recognize the one person responsible for today’s celebration—
you! You balanced classes, work, family and other obligations. It wasn’t easy, but you did it. 
Now, you are poised to reap the rewards of a degree from UH.

Although you are leaving this wonderful campus, you will remain a member of our 
University family. You now carry the proud tradition of past UH graduates and will 
represent our institution in your professional endeavors. Be proud of your time here, and 
let others know that you are now and forever a Cougar.

Once again, congratulations!

Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, it 
prospered and officially became the four-year University 
of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the college attained 
land for a permanent campus, and in 1939 it constructed 
its first building, the Roy G. Cullen Building. The 
University became a state institution in 1963.

The University includes 14 academic colleges, one 
school, and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 270 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
46,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve a 
diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the resources 
of the Gulf Coast Region complement and enrich the 
University’s academic programs, providing students 
with professional expertise, practical experience and 
career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s 
oldest and most prestigious academic honor society, 
awarded UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. 
This designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony



Spring 2024 Commencement 9

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree Hood: Violet 
 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree Hood: Brown 
 Hood (Music): Pink 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Pink 
 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Drab 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree Hood: Light Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree Hood: Orange 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree Hood: Navy, Red and White 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple 
 Tassel: Red

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine Degree 
 Hood: Kelly Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Andy and Barbara Gessner 
College of Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Apricot 
 Tassel: Red

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree Hood: Gold 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
 Hood: Seafoam Green 
 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree  Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

 Hood: Royal Blue 
 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
 Hood: Olive 
 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron 
 Tassel: Red

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Peacock Blue

Master’s Degree  Hood: Peacock Blue 
 Tassel: Black

Undergraduate Student Success – 
Integrated Studies

Bachelor’s Degree  Tassel: White

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.
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University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Spring 2024

Nabira Adnan
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Christopher Andrade
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Abdullah Ansari
Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Management of Information Systems

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Tiffany Bui
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Zofia Bulhak
Bachelor of Arts in English

Bachelor of Arts in Economics
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Jia Chen
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Ryan Crites
Bachelor of Business Administration in Management

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Sarah Elizabeth Gawlik
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Alejandro Hadad Roura
Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Julieta Jara
Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Management of Information Systems

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the Federal 
Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Spring 2024 (continued)

Nicole Laz
Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems

Cullen College of Engineering

Jacob Mai
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Kiara Moncada Martin
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Christina Nguyen
Bachelor of Science in Health

College of Education

Tran Nguyen
Bachelor of Science in Biology

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Veronica Nwanna
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Isha Patel
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Amy Penaloza
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning

College of Education

Michelle Pride
Bachelor of Science in Digital Media
Cullen College of Engineering

Kimberly Richardson
Bachelor of Science in Liberal Studies

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Justin Rizzo
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Melika Salehi
Bachelor of Science in Biology

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Karenina Urquieta
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance

C.T. Bauer College of Business
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

Dominic Ng

Chairman and CEO, East West Bank

A distinguished alumnus and longtime supporter of the University of 
Houston, Dominic Ng is Chairman and CEO of East West Bank, the 
largest publicly listed independent bank headquartered in Southern 
California. Since joining East West in 1991, Ng has transformed the 
bank from a small savings and loan association with $600 million in 
assets into a global full-service commercial bank with over $70 billion 

in assets. Under his leadership, the financial powerhouse was ranked as the No. 1 performing 
bank in 2023 by S&P Global Market Intelligence and Bank Director.
An influential voice in finance, Ng advises heads of state and government on economic growth 
as chair of the 2023 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business Advisory Council. He is also 
a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves on the governing boards of Mattel, 
Inc., the University of Southern California and the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.
A thought leader, Ng has been published in Forbes, the Los Angeles Times, Nikkei Asia, and 
the South China Morning Post, among others. He’s earned numerous honors for his business 
and philanthropic contributions, including the Alexis de Tocqueville Award — United Way 
Worldwide’s highest distinction — Banker of the Year by American Banker, Businessperson of 
the Year by the Los Angeles Business Journal and Forbes’ 25 Most Notable Chinese Americans.
Ng graduated magna cum laude from the University of Houston in 1980 with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting. He and his wife, fellow UH alumna Ellen Wong, have been financially 
supportive of UH since 1990. Generous with their time and resources, the two hosted multiple 
events in the Los Angeles area in support of the University’s historic “Here, We Go” campaign.
Ng supported himself through UH by tutoring student-athletes, including football players 
during the glory days of Coach Bill Yeoman. Holding fast to his love for UH and connection 
to student-athletes, Ng and Wong made a major gift to establish the Dominic and Ellen Ng 
Academic Center for Excellence inside the UH Athletics/Alumni Center. The 9,000 square-foot 
academic-support space, which opened in 2018, fosters collegiate excellence with dedicated 
areas for tutoring and group study, redesigned classrooms, and technology-driven amenities.
The Center’s presence has left an indelible mark on UH’s student-athletes, helping propel 
their academic and future success.

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service 
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion

TDECU

TDECU is the largest credit union in Houston and the 
fourth largest in Texas, providing a full range of financial 

services to its more than 370,000 members. Established in 1955 to provide financial help to the 
hourly worker, today, its original $35 loan has turned into over $4.7 billion in assets. Moreover, 
TDECU provides philanthropic support to help its local communities thrive through a focus 
on educational, health and economic development.
Since 2008, TDECU has generously supported the University of Houston, contributing more 
than $30 million to empower its students, employees and alumni through a broad range of 
impactful initiatives.
In 2014, when TDECU purchased naming rights to UH’s football stadium for $15 million, it 
made history with the largest-ever naming rights deal for a college football stadium at that time 
— elevating the football program and University. Concurrently, TDECU became a sponsor of 
the University of Houston’s Alumni Association’s (UHAA) annual Cougar 100 event, which 
recognizes and celebrates the 100 most successful Cougar-owned or led companies. In that 
same year, it also opened a branch in the UH Student Center, making its financial services 
easily accessible to UH students, employees and the local community.
Committed to student enrichment, for years, the credit union has worked closely with the C. T. 
Bauer College of Business on student-led strategic research and recruited student interns from 
its A.R. “Tony” and Maria J. Sanchez Program for Excellence in Selling, many of whom became 
permanent employees.
In 2023, the credit union renewed its football stadium naming rights agreement with a $20 
million partnership, which included an expansion of its support across the University. Its 
renewal helped to bolster UH’s prominence in the Big 12 Conference and its vision to become 
a top 50 university. TDECU sponsored a new loyalty program to increase fan engagement. It 
also expanded its support of UHAA, partnering on numerous events and programs, as well as 
the UH Young Alumni Association. It became a presenting sponsor of the University’s Cougar 
Cupboard food pantry, expanding access to nutritious food, free of charge for students in need. 
Additionally, it began providing financial literacy workshops for student-athletes covering 
saving, budgeting, debt management and taxes, among other key topics. TDECU also proudly 
sponsored UH Athletics’ Champions Circle, which connects student-athletes with leading 
companies that help hone and further develop their professional skills

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to 
individuals and organizations that have distinguished themselves by their support of 

the University of Houston and the community.
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Message from the Dean

Dear Class of 2024:
Today marks a significant milestone – a day to celebrate your hard-earned 
achievements, reflect on the journey that brought you to this point, and 
look forward with optimism to the future that awaits. As graduates of the 
University of Houston, you stand on the brink of new beginnings, armed 
with the knowledge and skills you've developed during your time at the 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS).
Your class stands out in its unity and determination. In a world that can often seem fragmented, your 
resilience and pioneering spirit serve as powerful examples of what can be achieved with dedication 
and hard work. This year, UH made waves in the Big 12 Conference, with the men's team reaching 
the Sweet 16 – an accomplishment that reflects the UH ethos of tenacity and excellence that also 
characterizes you and your journey.
As you transition from students to alumni, remember you're stepping out into a world that needs 
your perspective and leadership. The education you've received, grounded in a deep understanding of 
and respect for humanity, has equipped you with knowledge and a profound sense of responsibility 
to apply your talents for the greater good. Your journey at the University of Houston has prepared 
you to confront the world's complexities with the critical thinking skills, ethical perspectives and 
courage necessary to make positive change. I have every confidence that you will meet the challenges 
of our times with the same determination and resolve that have brought you to this moment.
The path ahead may lead you to further academic endeavors, professional pursuits or community 
service, but wherever you go, the lessons learned and the resilience forged here will illuminate your way.
As you join the ranks of our distinguished alumni today, remember that the University of Houston 
continues to thrive with the support and engagement of our alumni community. Your achievements will 
contribute to our collective mission of reaching new heights of excellence in education and research.
On behalf of all CLASS faculty and staff, I extend to you our heartfelt congratulations. Seize the future 
with an open heart, an open mind and the assurance that you are equipped to make a profound impact.
Sincerely,

Dr. Daniel P. O’Connor 
Dean

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I 
Thursday, May 9, 2024, 9:00 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 GREETINGS FROM UH SYSTEM The Honorable Mielad Ziaee 
 BOARD OF REGENTS Member

 GREETINGS Diane Z. Chase 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Provost Chase

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I

Spring 2024 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics

Eva Davinia Loaeza-Albino
Essays on Health Economics and 
Empirical Industrial Organization
Advisor: Andrea Szabo, Ph.D.

William Sevier
Essays on Labor Responses to Childcare: 
Military Retention and the Child Penalty
Advisor: Chinhui Juhn, Ph.D.

Khanh Thi Vu
Essays on Applied Macroeconometrics 
Advisor: Bent Sorensen, Ph.D.

Department of English
Amy Patricia Lipke
Academic Language Acquisition: 
Developmental Stages of Academic 
Writing for First-Year Composition 
Students
Advisor: Paul Butler, Ph.D.

Alix V. Zachow
Synaptic Clefts: Critical Interventions of 
the Neurocognitive Elegy
Advisor: Amanda Ellis, Ph.D. 

Creative Writing and Literature

Pritha Bhattacharyya
If Only We Could Help It and Other 
Stories
Advisor: Robert Boswell, MFA

Josh English
not this
Advisor: Roberto Tejada, Ph.D.

Daniel Peter Kennedy
Break (a novel)
Advisor: Alexander Parsons, MFA

Joy M. Priest
“The Black Outside: A Poetics of Black 
Ecological Desire”
Advisor: francine harris, MFA

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Sally Ann Kenworthy

Trailing Limb Angle as a Measure of 
Propulsion in Older Unimpaired Adults
Advisor: Stacey Gorniak, Ph.D.

Molly Vega
A 12-Week Telehealth-Supported Physical 
Activity Randomized Controlled Trial in 
Children with Chronic Kidney Disease: 
Feasibility and Quality of Life
Advisor: Melissa Markofski, Ph.D.

Master of Arts

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Maia Vashae Anding
Viviana Alessandra Bernasconi Scialon
MD Mahbubul Haque Bhuiyan
Kyla J. Bolton 
Soonjung Choi
Jeremy A. Cajina-Clarke
Symone Daniels
Irene D'Ann Espinoza 
Cristina Flores
Regina Lynn Greenslate 
Jalyssa R. Hobbs
Megan Elizabeth Hughes
Mercy Ogheneruona Irivwieri
Kimberley Ann Louise Parker
Jennifer Marie Reyes
Brittany Maree-Henley Stegent
Dylan Stracener 
Kaeley E. Vaughan 
Matthew D. Zimmerman

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Mahfuza Anika
Hana A. Asefa

Madeline C. Auchter
Victoria Centeno
Austyn N. Ciatto
Karla L. De Luna
Maria Emily Dean
Nikhitha Gandikota
Erin Michelle Gawel
Marissa I. Guerrero
Anisah Islam
Anisa R. Martinez
Ashley Diana Minano
Kandace Ashley Morris
Emely Lizette Ortez
Cristal Perales
Hailey Pistorius
Lauren Marie Plasencia
Vince Edward Regis Relato
Ashlea Anne Smith
Tynashia Deyona Whitaker
Kira Elizabeth Zapalac

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies

Master of Arts 
in Anthropology
Melissa Gale DeRemer
Faith Tenise Herd

Department of Economics

Master of Arts 
in Applied Economics
Leopoldo Samuel Diaz
Mustafa Mudassar Khan
Michael Yekele Ogbuigwe

Department of English
Shaelynn Renae Enquist
Benjamin Morales-Knight
Aurora Pena
Virginia Mixon Swindell

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Master of Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing
Iris Cronin
Sara Kaplan Cunningham
Madeleine Maryse Gaudin
Vanessa Beatriz Golenia
Maria Hiers
Aaron Neptune
Weijia Pan
Scott Repass
William Seelen
Jaxson Matthew Spencer

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Athletic 
Training
Jayla Mackenzie Battle
Teresa Elize Berry
Blair Bellamy Bradshaw
Nazareth Joylnn Gibson
Collin Edward Hammack
Bianca Nicole Harris
Cydnee Jnae Hill
Kenneth M. Jackson
Emily Nichole Nelson
Jayden Nelson
Jacqueline Puente
Raidon Luke Quintana
Sofia Elizabet Rodriguez
Victoria Rae Trevino
Trinity L. Walker

Master of Science 
in Human Nutrition
Sarah Majid Abuhamdan
Amatur  Rahman Afeefa
Aliah M. Alnahas
Amy B. Chen
Lena Meziou 
Caroline Sachse 
Cooper G Schultz
Gopi S. Shah 

Miyana Debra Tohara
Trenton Darrell Voss 

Master of Arts

Sport and Fitness Administration
Raymundo Angel Barrera
Morgan Nicole Janda 
Miles B. Lester
Joshua Thomas Philips 
Fernando D. Rivas Varela 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

African American Studies
Tre Blakes

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Veronica Nkechiyere Nwanna 1

Advertising
Adalberto J. Lozano 3

Communication Studies
Isabella Argentine
Lauren N. Baltz
Anette Torres Diaz 2
Gabriel Rodriguez Eslao
Zachary Kight Gentry 2
Marene Jael Guido
Riley G. Johnston 3
Patricia Sayat Mayoral 3
Jaydon T. Nguyen 2
Bailey Lauren Reeder
Selena Marie Sanchez 3
Jade Glori Suan 3
Madison Canlas Torrico
Joy N. Whiting

Health Communication
Dana Laura Hernandez 1
Fabiana Costas Hernandez 2
Malaika Sylvia Irfan

Interpersonal Communication
Jessica Faythe Hurwitz

Journalism
Vanessa Alonso 2
Olivia Noelle Anderson 1
Jianna Maria Dayrit Bajar 3
Juliana E. Chavez
Colin Augustus Clark 3
Cameron Leslie Copeland
Robert Matthew De La Garza 2
Chase Delaney Farris 1
Chaya Bryn Flanders 3
Zahra Gokal
Jaqueline Gonzalez 2
Javier Gonzalez
Karis Gabrielle Johnson
Eugenia Kisasu
Henry Jose Gregorio Acevedo Laporte
Alonzo Moses
Mathew Chiendu Nwakamma 3
Veronica Nkechiyere Nwanna 1
Nancy Teresa Ordonez 1
Shairah Y. Parekh 2
Augusto Antonio Perez 3
Armando Elias Rendon 2
Adrian J. Romero
Anthony Brooks Russ, Jr.
Jiselle Alena Strong 3
Leslie Denise Tartt
Trajan Orlando Taylor
Franjesska Del Carmen 

Acosta Valbuena 1
Alfredo Vazquez 2
Raquel Ann Wood

Media Production
Adrian Matthew P. Abellar 3
Renz Michael Divinagracia Alisasis
Beza Gashaw Ammanuel
Virgilio M. Anchondo 2
Victoria I. Avila 3
Hannah Nichole Bittick 2
Laila S. Blair
Sofia A. Combs 3
Sebastian Aleksander Craig

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Gwyneth Claire De Pass 1
Eric E. Duron 3
Daniel Josue Garcia
Chloe Faith Garrett 3
Vy Thi Thao Ho
Alexandra Amanda Jones 2
Minh Phu Lam 2
Chance Charles Lancaster
David Leon
Trung P. Luong
Oscar Maese
Nia K. Malone
James Patrick McCann 3
Lindsey Ann McElvany 2
Evan G. McGhee
Kayla Michelle Newsome
Alfredo Armenta Onate 2
Chandler S. Pacheco 2
Trista A. Pena
Adara Perez-Cruz
Calvin Van Pham 2
Aaron Puente 2
Brytan Ceth Quartemont 1
Bailey Meredith Radack
Kerric A. Reynolds
Jasmin Richards 3
Angelica Cristina Rivera
Mariana Angelica Rodriguez 3
Xavier A. Rosales
Myles J. Smoot
Allan Aldair Solano
Brandon James Stoll 3
Lucero Tellez
Joel P. Thompson 2
Lam Hoang Tran
Brianna Trevino
Matthew A. Valdez 2
Lucio Edilberto Vasquez
Alexander M. Rodriguez Vega 3
Tanish Richard Venkatesh
Yuliya Vyhnanets 3
Calina Janay West
Luke A. Whitworth

Strategic Communication
Alexia Isabella Aguilar
Sami H. Allathqani
Yojaira-Nicol Amaya
Nancy Aneke 2
Elizabeth Arebalo 3
Karla Y. Cisneros Arenas 3
Daniel William Barr 2
Elizabeth Ann Barrera
Lauren Bautista 2
Tyler Jacob Blanchard
Destiny Ane’ Buckley
Jennifer Cuello
Cody P. Damo
Laura Diaz 1
Kim H. Dinh 2
Catherine F. Dong 3
Ediri Oghenenyerhovwo Duke
Zazil Libertad Farfan 3
Hanna M. Fradkin 3
Zipporah Alen Freeman
Gabriella Rose Galvan
Stephanie L. Gonzalez
Katherine Elizabeth Graves 3
Kyle M. Guinn 3
Mark Anthony Gutierrez
Nicole Kristine Harris 2
Theodore Doss Henderson 3
Josselyn Patricia Tabora Hernandez
Melanie Giselle Hernandez 1
Helen B. Huneycutt 1
B’Elanna Leah Louise Jackson
Imran H. Khan 3
Keila Juliette Maynard Kovach
Ezra Landeros
Isabel Ines Velez Laracuente 3
Charis Adebola Latunde
Daniel O. Lawson
Linh Le 3
Anabelle Maples
Natalia Marinero
Angelica M. Martinez
Melanie S. Martinez 1
Santino Dante Martinez 2
Stephany Medina 3

Colton Eugene Merritt
Meredith Jane Mitchell
Rachaud Ladarion Mitchell
Asiyah M. Mobarak 2
Blanca Delis Morales 2
Ivy T. Nguyen 2
Phuong D. Nguyen
Van Ngoc Thuy Nguyen
Melanie Nunez 3
Ben Donald Porter 3
Gia Frances Poynter
Nafisah Rania 2
Camryn Nicole Reed
Francel Ronda Regondola
Keila Simri Rodriguez 1
Carrie N. Schneider 3
Carleigh E. Staible
Jamie Elizabeth Thornton 3
Michelle Ana Tran 1
Quynh Anh Trinh 1
Rebekah Elaine Tucker 2
Alyssa Marie Vazquez 2
Steve Jimenez Villa 3
Katherine E. Voitle
Katie Rose Welsh 2
Meredith Diana West 2
Raven Nicole Wilkins
Anhaar Yunus 2
Tasnia Zaman

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Viridiana Andrade 1

American Sign Language 
Interpreting
Victoria D. Azuara 2
Sarah Altagracia Beltre
Kaytlin L. Burton
Sathya G. Iglesias 2
Josephine M. Lorenzo
Miraya Aneesa Mathews
Alyson R. Pena
Kristyn K. Stephenson 2
Catherine Elaine Weaver

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I
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Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Liliana Acosta
Brenda Sofia Alvarez
Viridiana Andrade 1
Kailyn Valerie Arquieta
Beverly Arredondo 2
Maame Serwaa E. Awuah
Bridget Leigh Barcelo 3
Brianna Nicole Benavides 3
Tatum Mary Boagni
Citlalli Bravo 3
Kaylah Brown
Michael Anthony Brumme
Natalee Campos 3
Bianca Starr Castillo 1
Fatima Michelle Ochoa Contreras 2
Madison L. Easterling 3
Parvin Ebadi 1
Toluwalashe Oluwalonimi Esho 2
Amanda Marie Evans 1
Yasmin A. Garza 3
Ashley Alexandra Guerrero 3
Angela Guzman
Isabella Guzman 1
Hanna Hassan-Hussein
Kaylee Fay Henson 2
Katia L. Hijazi 3
Noor I. Hmaidan 2
Madison Paige Holley
Christy C. Iype 1
Iman M. Kadri 2
Aasiyah Noman Kassam
Humaira Ashraf Kodwavi
Kelly Ann Celestino LeJeune 1
Valeria Macedo 2
Mayra Maciel 3
Mariana Martin Maluy 1
Maria E. Mier 2
Doris P. Miranda 1
Natalie E. Orta
Brianna M. Rash 2
Jovian Rivera-Santiago
Kassia Nicole Sorola
Toryn J. Spann

Krupa B. Tailor 1
Sydney M. Tunches 2
Emory Renae Twitty 1
Victoria Michaelle Tzanev 1
Carlos Guadalupe Moreno Vargas 2
Dakota Marie Willman
Brianna Macayle Wilson 1

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Laura Kate Althaus 1
Sierra Mae Behm 2
Toyo Ocean Lajess Carter 3
Jamie Castillo
Cady L. Gibbs 3
Abril Herrera
Christian Vance Kreider
Margaret Elizabeth Langeland
Anthony Luong
Kelly Montano 3
Jessica Kaitlynn Ruckstuhl
Mary Helen Seume
Sadia Shakil 2
Miranda Marie Shawn
Jules Valle
Camilla Sofia Vieyra
Samantha N. Wilson
Noah Jacob Wood 2
Seungju Yang

Liberal Studies
Yohana Amlak 2
Kaytlin L. Burton
Carolina L. Cabral 3
Lauren Ruth deFrance
Joel Ricardo Estevez
Kennedy Foxwell 1
Montserrat A. Gomez 3
Alyssa M. Green 1
Michael Roland Gumbert
Sana A. Khan 3
Ateeq A. Lambay 2
Basil Richardson 1
Rachel Marie Rys

Ali Riyadh Salah 3
Kayleigh Siobahn Samson 3
Alana Raquel Solorzano
Femi Soyebo
Madyson R. Walker
Cai Bryonne Wilson

Religious Studies
Eric Shin 2

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer
Fernando Jake Rivera 1

Adedamola Adeseye 1
Justin Parker Anderson
Brandon C. Arnold
Ares Axelle Emmanuella Ayandokon 2
Noor Ul-Ain Battla
Zosia Bulhak 1
Ian Andres Cancel
Dereck Alexander Chapa
Anthony Ronald Dalfonzo
Nafissatou Dialla
Anna Economon 1
Jose Antonio Inestroza Enamorado 2
Anahi Frutiz
Taylor Danielle Garza 2
Gunnar Magnus Gentry 3
Christopher Arody Gomez
Isabella R. Gonzalez
Ellisa Dang Green 1
Claire M. Gregory
Conrad Steven Hernandez
Helen M. Hoyos
Muhammad Jamal Iqbal
Sean Ethan Jochnau
Jana V. Joseph 2
Cade Kennedy 3
Arhum Khan
Kesha Ishwarlal Khatri
Samuelson Oghenekaro Koxyn
Jason Kwon
Dominique Zea La Rochelle
Dimas Alberto Lopez
Zane Rahim Maknojia

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Veer Malik
Phatutshedzo Shaun Maswanganyi
Angeles J. Molina
Dylan Zachary Morrissey
Elizabeth T. Ngo 3
Dat Quang Nguyen
Jenny P. Pham 3
Ivan Guerrero Quiroz
Fernando Jake Rivera 1
Sarfaraz A. Sayed 3
Leo Vincent Schack
Ryan K. Schmidt
Merek David Sears
Cole M. Steenburg-Sorrell
Rodrigo Segura Suarez
Minh Tran
Akehmbom Nainmushu Vesoh
Samuel Leonardo Villa
Muhammad Aamir Wahab
Ziling Wang
Lynn Whistler
Lacey Elizabeth White 3
Zachary T. Wood

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Ariel Devlin 1

Melanie Adhikary 1
Cheyenne N. Allred 2
Andrew Asper
Joseph A. Balajadia
Sydney R. Benefiel
Nadia K. Boudreaux 3
Zosia Bulhak 1
Courtney L. Calhoun 2
Alyssa A. Carawan 2
Leonardo Cuellar Cervantes 1
Chantal Charles 2
Lilly A. Chipman 1
Niamh K. Clarke 1
Loren E. Claude
Eryn Lenét Davis 3
Gwyneth Claire De Pass 1
Isaac X. DeBerry 2
Ariel Devlin 1

Thy Nguyen Quynh Dinh
Nicolas Arturo Ferro
Michelle Garcia
Celeste Y. Gibson
Maria J. Godinez
Layla Hanusic
Cole S. Harrison
Yelanie Marcela Jimenez 2
Hiba Khalid
Brooke Ashlynn Korenek
Allison Kate Ledgerwood 3
Michael Alexander Lopez 3
Lama J. Loubani 2
Lilyanne Isobella Loyd 2
Celeste Kaylynn MacMurray 2
Kent Edward Mahaffey
Genesis McGriggs 2
Aiyana McGrough 2
Molly Milbradt
Andrea Marina Miranda
Barbara Monroy
Riley Charles Moquin 3
Rosalyn Morris
Ariana S. Munoz
Thomas Craig Quiroz Murphy
Pui Shan Ng
Vanessa Perales 1
Jania Marbelly Perez
Jyra R. Pringle 2
Aneisa Marie Prosser 3
Emily N. Quiroga 2
Jessica Y. Ramirez
Hunter V. Reagan 1
Martha Gissell Santamaria
Talia Alicia Servin 2
Alyssa Joy Sinchak 2
Dua B. Syed 2
Taylor Elizabeth Symons 2
Kelsey Ann Taylor
James Tran
Sofia Trousselle
Amanda van der Beek 2
Jordan Dellan Vedeja
Emily C. Vincent
Axel D. Vincenti

Thu Phuong Vu 1
Emilia Valentina Waters 2
Adrian R. Weston
Karen Yesenia Zuniga

Department of Health 
and Human Performance
Banner Bearer
Kristin P. Dinh 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Joshua Guillermo Acevedo
Maryam Ahmed
Zainab Ahmed
Duaa Dhamin Najris Al Dhamin
Mena Emad Albayati
Dana Aldebashi 3
Noor M. Ali
Gavin Andrade
Zeba S. Bhanji 1
Hunter Love Bonnell
Mariam A. Chinwala 3
Zahra Chowdhury
Maria Grazia Di Fabio Conde
Amelia Elena Cruz-Montes
Simra Daheri 1
Yasmina Dalibalta 2
Christina Duong 2
Taylor J. Ellis-Parks 2
Alexa Nicole Emmons
Brenda Haylea Flint
Elexis Jocelyn Flores
Svetlana Gezalov 1
Diego Cecilio Hernandez
Melanie L. Hernandez
Sydney P. Hughes
Christina L. Huynh
Emily L. Huynh
Tiffany K. Huynh
Alison Ayumi Ishikawa 3
Shahzeb M. Kahlon 3
Shayan Karimaghaei 2
Meenakshi Karthik
Buthina Jamil Khalil
Hafsah Khan 2
Olivia M. Lam

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Michelle Le 2
Claudia Melissa Martinez Macias
Elena Amesquita Mendoza 3
Julia Rose Michalec
Amaiyra Claire Miller
Adam Mobarak
Elisabeth Anne Moon 2
Louis Nguyen 3
Paul Nguyen
Sebastian D. Nguyen
Emily Nicholson
Roxanne Nikki Nouri
Alyssa Perez 3
Jesus Ivan De La Cruz Perez 3
Sameen Raza
Seleene Rita Rouhana 2
Fabiola Sanchez
Jacquelyn Sanchez
Bea Caroline Seitz
Sumaiya Shakil
Nicole Siekmann
McKinsey M. Sinclair
Bianca Frances Ysabel 

Sermaña Soriano 2
Sarah Grace Stewart
Rosaleen O. Sweiti 3
Gopika Suresh Thampi 3
Kaylee M. Tran
Phuong L. Tran
Jason Sterling Victoria
Chanley Webb
Kaitlyn Elise Wells 1
Louise R. Zanoria 3

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Christian J. Aguilar
Adeeb Ahmed 2
Joi E. Akinsuroju
Amelia J. Alanis 2
Tarik Ziad Alkhateeb 1
Dima Almashat
Andrea I. Alvarez 2
Maria I. Arroyo
Diana Gisell Garcia Arvizu
Vincent Ras Asprer

Jose Andres Ayala
Lydia Babirye
Ymani Banks
Rebecca J. Barbosa
Elijah E. Bass
Ivana Bellmunt
Ashley M. Bencivengo
Madison Elizabeth Bowers 3
Bryshanna J. Brown
Tiyanna Janee Brown
Nicholas L. Cao 3
Jasmine Casarez
David Alejandro Castaneda
Daniela Lizbeth Castellon
Nathan Angelo D. Cerdena
Susana Cerino
Abdulqadir M. Chiba
Mariajose Constanza
Daniela Contreras
Alex H. Dang 3
Jahnavi S. Desai
Jean-Pierre Dinh 3
Joan Thu Dinh
Kristin P. Dinh 1
Hung Hoang Do
Nhan H. Do 3
Shaun D. Do
Christian Constantine Doxakis 2
Kaylee E. Dressback 3
David M. Duong
Georlentine Assoua Ebuh
John A. Elizalde 3
Kareem Mohammed Elmasri
Momina Fiyaz 3
Rodolfo Flores, Jr.
Damiah Symone Ford
Zachary Louis Ford
Nicholas A. Gallegos
Jennifer Garay
Leslie Lizzeth Garza
Crystal N. Gonzales
Nicolas Michael Gonzales
Mikaela Olyvia Gracia
Hallie Jane Green
Cody Hunter Harrell

Fuad Fareed Hashem 3
Kelston J. Hatter
Sherry Lyn Hefley
Maribel Hernandez
Randy Tang Huynh
Philopater Akmal Ibrahim
Tasnim Jahan
Christan J.C. Johnson
Manyah Jones
Nicholas J. Jordan 3
Nadia A. Kamassah
Sean P. Kelley
Destiny S. Lawrence
Tran Anh Thu Le 1
Uyen Phuong Ngoc Le 3
Stacy Lee 1
Xavier Zebastian Leon
Wendy K. Luong
Gael Machuca
Ahmed A. Mahfouz
Francisco Javier Maldonado
Bashar Omar Mansi
Caitlyn Joan Matthews
Kenedy A. May
Michelle Ying Mayer 2
Abdulhakim Ahmed Nasir 2
Paige I. Ndjountche
Jena Kathleen Newcomer
Brittney Thanhtra Nguyen 3
David Khang Nguyen
Heather N. Nguyen 3
Timmy Van Nguyen
Ayomide Azeeze Ogunbunmi
Ashwin Abraham Oommen
Eriga Hanniel Otagba
Sebastian Parra
Aesha S. Patel
Riya Kanu Patel
Sonu C. Patel
Vruti Patel
Logan T. Pierce
Reena Mary Pothen
Emely Gabriela Ramos
Tanyya Imani Rankin
Zubaida Amina Rashid

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Laurence Joshua Quisano Remigio
Nicholas Connor Reuss 2
Jailene Giselle Rivera
Alejandro Enrique Hadad Roura 1
Blazek K. Skucius
Victor Solorzano
Leyda I. Soza
Emma Stevenson 1
Malek K. Talge
William Trung Tang 3
Cuong Ngoc Thanh Tran
George V. Tran 2
Erick Alejandro Vazquez 2
Bryan-James T. Velasquez
Noelle Imani Vera
Jesstomy T. Villaroza
Cammy N. Vo 1
Jennifer Kay Vu
Makiyra G. Wadley
Jessie M. Wallin
Elizabeth M. Weaver 1

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Kacie Marie Baca
Aaron Cessac
Kate Georgiades 3
Devin I. Jennings 2
Caleb A. Malbrough
Andria Olimpia Montalvan
Devan M. Smith
Justin Tran
Ashlyn Elise Wiley
Landon Mitchell Wood

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Rodrigo Olvera Amber
Hannah H. An
Daniel Hugo Arriola 3
Ryan H. Conlon
Jacob J. Cornwell
Austin C. Craig
Laraya S. Dorrough 2
Max William Downard 3

Blaise M. Dupre 3
Junzhe Feng
Connor Daly Hicks
Elizabeth Ryan Higgins
Grayson W. Hubble
Christian Irigoyen
Grace R. Jones
Kamryn R. Jones
Wesley Michael Lauer
Jake A. Magner 3
John Fitzgerald McGee
Phillip Julian B. Nicart 3
Matthew Thomas Payne
Hunter Maxwell Quintana
Christopher A. Quintanilla
Dominiqua Monshea Reed
Austyn Mark Reily
Adam R. Resendez
Sergio A. Rivera
Ash’a Janea Thompson
Laura Juana Thompson 2

Summer 2024 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Economics
Shuan-Wen Lin

Essays on Applied Microeconomics from 
the Perspective of Taiwan
Advisor: Elaine M. Liu Ph.D.

Mehedi Hasan Oni
Energy Price Shocks, Progressive 
Taxation, and the Consumption Baskets 
of Rich and Poor: A Macroeconomic 
Analysis
Advisor: German Cubas, Ph.D.

Department of English
Anthony Joseph Box

Meme Potential: A Stylistic Approach to 
Internet Memes
Advisor: Paul Butler, Ph.D.

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Doctor of Philosophy 
in Kinesiology
Cherine Hatem

Developing And Pilot Testing A 360° 
Multi-Source Feedback Assessment Tool 
For Dietetic Intern Evaluation
Advisor: Tracey Ledoux, Ph.D.

Xue Zhao
Effects of Community Based Childhood 
Obesity Interventions on Family Health-
related Behaviors: The Childhood Obesity 
Research Demonstration Project (CORD)
Advisor: Daniel P. O’Connor, Ph.D.

MASTERS DEGREES

Department of Economics

Master of Arts in 
Applied Economics
Ryan Benito
Danielle Elynsa Costa
Jonathon William Courtney
Seyed Sawee Hosseini Darabi
Tarsha Ravette Jackson
Andres Jose Laboy 
Demond Demetries Lewis
Marcos Alberto Ortiz
Ethan Paul Quintero
 Cody Wayne White

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony I



26 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Science 
in Human Nutrition
Hannah Taylor Schmitz

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication

Communication Studies
David Kent Campbell
Roy Cantu III 2
Gabriel Y. Hong 3
Ashtyn Aneh Howell 3
Morgan Tenaya Nealy
Taimoor Qadeer

Journalism
Juliana E. Chavez
Faustina Llaneza Curi
Emmanuel Gonzalez 2
Starns C. Leland
John Henry Lomax 3
Sarah Hussein Mobarak
Gwyneth E. Mosbeck
Alonzo Moses
Mathew Chiendu Nwakamma 3
Janvi D. Oza
Athena Lopes Rodrigues
Zachary A. Schwarz
Trajan Orlando Taylor
Meghna Josephine Turlapati
Alan A. Vu

Media Production
Giankrister Cabato
Joemichael Coronado
Hasan Ibn Talibdin El-Amin
Donovan Gray
Dulce Maria Heller 3
Caylen Charles Kennerson 3

Sydney Lavigne
Shayan Rajan

Public Relations
Jovonne Shanae Ngwu

Strategic Communication
Hailee Amaya Adams 3
Nancy Aneke 2
Joell Francis Lazaro Boado 1
Barrett Brock 3
Destiny Ane' Buckley
Christy Bui
Christina Lorena Carrico 3
Taylor Nicole Clasen
Juliana Nino Cotlar
Dominique Victoria Crespo
Maria Paula Torrealba Cristancho
Ediri Oghenenyerhovwo Duke
Yasin Nuba Khalifa El-Shabazz
Gabriella Rose Galvan
Leydi Veronica Gonzalez 3
Stephanie L. Gonzalez
David A. Goriola
Brittney Guizar
Mark Anthony Gutierrez
Sean Tyler Henderson
B'elanna Leah Louise Jackson
Simran Madisetty
Joseph Gabriel Mazella
Branae Minnis
Keri A. Ogle 3
Evamaria Perla
Ben Donald Porter 3
Ana Cahte Rodriguez 3
Angelina Marie Sanchez
Matthew A. Shrand
Ashley V. Velazquez 1
Anijhia Sanaa Wright 2
Tasnia Zaman
Adrianna Celest Zuniga 2

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Kailyn Valerie Arquieta

Caitlin Marie Boyance
Amira D. Jackson

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies

Anthropology
Ameriah Denise Bryant
Sonia Amada Escobedo 3
Maricarmen Garcia 2
Yacaranday Herrera

Liberal Studies
Jacquelyne M. Duong
Skylar Edwards
William David Killinger 2
Mairyn Melissa Parrado
Emma Beth Robison
Elizabeth Marie Villegas

Religious Studies
Petra A. Anazonwu

Department of Economics
Julienne Castro
Javier A. De Jesus 3
Aziz Zach Dost
Mark William Forth
Richard Hunter Hall 3
Julie Khuc
Quinn Pham
Michael Everett Romine
Sofia W. Sadiq 1
Hermela Koneje Solomon
Je'don Tomlin
Mara A. Torres
Miguel Alejandro Vasquez
Cody Willke 3

Department of English
Sohail Nazeer Ahmed
Eadlin Emma Bilikha 1
Zaviana Dionne Brown
Mackenzie J. Drago 2
Christopher Patrick Giles
Sabrina Nicole Monteiro
Joseph A. Schwalbach

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Human Nutrition and Foods
Amani Musa Adi
Ashley Arriaga
Rokaya T. Badawi
Jodi Kalynn Campbell 1
Katherine Michelle Diermissen 2
Sabila Fayyaz
Eliza Rae Garibay
Zelah Blair Hill
Joanne Christine Hodge
Tiffany K. Huynh
Madison Joy Kennedy-Coleman
Amy K. Nguyen
Sebastian D. Nguyen
Emily Nicholson
Nader Ali Rezvani
Ali M. Shaikh
Sumaiya Shakil

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Vanessa Acosta
Rawlings Aibangbee
Omar Hayssam Allaou 3
Hailey Arias
Jennifer Arias

Brayan Crespo
Elise C. Durrant
Maribella Estrada
Jarran Falwell
Kelston J. Hatter
Sabrina Isabel Rodriguez Herbas
Suman Jatoi
Keito M. Julian
Marcoantonio Keymolen 3
Aaiza Khan
Alyssa A. Kurien
Margot Little 3
Joshua T. Marrero 3
Fatima Guadalupe Amaya Matias 3
Fernando Xavier Mendoza
Jena Kathleen Newcomer
Shayla R. Ochoa
Sakshi J. Patel
Sonu C. Patel
Sarah M. Perez
Nathaniel Roy Price 3
Laurence Joshua Quisano Remigio
Mohammad H. Rizvi
Gene Anthony Cruzat Rodil
David Moises Rodriguez
Christian Valdez Salazar
Hina Fatima Sorathia

Imran Rafi Syed
James Tran 3
Jasmine L. Tran
Bryan-James T. Velasquez
Jesstomy T. Villaroza

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Karla S. Aquino
Omar Banda
Spencer Robert Chavez
Jayla Marie Dailey
Landon Mitchell Wood

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Madeleine M. Burton 3
Jose Luis Butron
Richard Sidney Canales
Jalen M. Flowers
Connor Daly Hicks
Elizabeth Ryan Higgins
Keizo Iwamoto
Ryan Anthony Lopez
Seth Anthony Medina
Leslie Faith Morse
Abraham A. Ramon Renoj
Samuel Curtis Sanchez
Zachary Cole Smith
Ash'a Janea Thompson

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony II 
Thursday, May 9, 2024, 2:00 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

 PROCESSIONAL Moores School of Music

 PRESENTATION OF COLORS Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

 NATIONAL ANTHEM Moores School of Music

 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY Todd Romero 
  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

 WELCOME REMARKS Daniel P. O’Connor 
  Dean

 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS Sally Connolly 
  Associate Dean, Student and Faculty Success

 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Susan Scarrow 
  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Scarrow

 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES Associate Dean Romero

 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES Dean O’Connor

 CONCLUDING REMARKS Dean O’Connor

 ALMA MATER Moores School of Music

 RECESSIONAL Moores School of Music
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Spring 2024 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Hispanic Studies
Iván Brave

"Ficción de Campus Hoy": Devenir
Advisor: Gabriela Baeza Ventura, Ph.D.

Leonardo Elian Maximiliano Ilovik  
Gonzalez Torres

Viva Radrigán: retrato de un dramaturgo
Advisor: Prof. Rodrigo Hasbún, Ph.D

Paul Eric Leeman
Identities on the Page - Literary Gender 
Performance in US/Latino Immigrant 
Literature 1916-2017
Advisor: Nicolás Kanellos, Ph.D.

Rosarito Rodriguez
El activismo estético en la literatura 
infantil y juvenil como agente 
descolonizador: protagonistas afrolatinas 
en textos de autoras de origen caribeño 
en los Estados Unidos
Advisor:  Gabriela Baeza Ventura, Ph.D.

Maria Sanchez Carbajo
La otra cara de Celia: Elena Fortun ante el 
exilio politico, literario y de genero
Advisor: Dr. Maria Elena Solino, Ph.D.

Cristina Torres
La alternancia en las expresiones del 
futuro en el español de hablantes de 
origen hispano en Houston, Texas
Advisor: Dr. Manuel J. Gutiérrez, Ph.D.

Department of History
Caitlyn Marie Jones

"The Most Important Event Nobody 
Knows About:" The 1977 National 
Women's Conference in Public Memory
Advisor: Nancy Beck Young, Ph.D.

Karla Aisen Lira
For The City: Latinx and Black College 
Athletes in Houston, 1950s-1970s
Advisor: Mark A. Goldberg, Ph.D.

Department of Political Science
Sarah Arlene Mallams

Senate Prerogatives: A Historical-
Institutional Analysis
Advisor: Jennifer Clark, Ph.D.

John Terrence George McDonald
Relativism and the Threat to Western 
Liberalism: Perspectives of Strauss, 
Berlin, and MacIntyre
Advisor: Jeffrey Church, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Brian Biekman

Fine Motor Skills, Processing Speed, and 
White Matter Integrity Among Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Survivors who Received 
Proton Radiotherapy
Advisor: Steven Paul Woods, Ph.D.

Jasmin Brooks Stephens
COVID-19, Racial Discrimination, and 
Suicidality for Black Young Adults: 
Examining A Model of Radical Healing 
Advisor: Rheeda Walker, Ph.D.

Jennifer Lindsay Thompson Kamar
Initial Validation of the Remote 
Telephone-Based Daily Instrumental 
Activities of Life (T-DIAL) to Assess 
Functional Capacity in Older Adults
Advisor: Steven Paul Woods, Ph.D.

Antoine M. Lebeaut
An Integrated Personalized Feedback 
Intervention for Community Adults with 
Hazardous Alcohol Use, Elevated Anxiety 
Sensitivity, and Subclinical Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder
Advisor: Anka A. Vujanovic, Ph.D.

Nubia Angelina Mayorga
The Role of Momentary Experiential 
Avoidance in the Relation Between 
Perceived Discrimination and Hazardous 
Drinking among Clinically Anxious 
Latinx Adults
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D. 

Michael F. Orr
Mental Health and Motives of Individuals 
Who Use Cannabidiol
Advisor: Michael Zvolensky, Ph.D.

Erika Sandra Trent
Adversity and Childhood Anxiety: 
Identifying Parental and Affective 
Mechanisms
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D., ABPP

Developmental, Cognitive, 
and Behavioral Neuroscience
Harun Yörük

Identification of Shared Resources for 
Visual Working Memory and Perception
Advisor: 
Benjamin J. Tamber-Rosenau Ph.D.

Masters Degrees

Department of Hispanic Studies
Perla Guadalupe Ortiz
Alma Veronica Gamboa

Department of History
Cady Ann Hammer
Jesus Manuel Sanchez

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Shao Ting Lin

Department of Philosophy
Andrew James Baldassarre
Hamilton Ely
Elise Gabrielle Johnston
Jordan Christopher Myers
Jeremy Frederick Schlanger
Hanna Marie Wisdom

Department of Political Science
Pablo Valdivieso Kastner

Department of Psychology
Ashley Bautista
Breana Rachelle Cervantes
Elijah Rayvon Mercer Murphy
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Keith Racioppo
Megan Elizabeth Rech
Amy Senger
Parsa Homa Taheri
Yinan Xu

Department of Sociology
Caroline Creekmore
Gabrielle Avani Myah Harden
Karen Mariela Henriquez
Anna Maria Pico
Victoria Jane Rindlisbacher
Aansa Nadia Usmani

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner Bearer
Briana Y. Azad 1

Spanish
Briana Y. Azad 1
Maria Grimaldo
Nolan Jacob Hayden 3
Mireya L. Hernandez 2
Brandi TuShe Hubert
Sarah Marie Lincoln
Grecia De Dios Miranda
Zuleyma Miranda
Ely Ramirez
Laura Juana Thompson 2
Dylan T. Tran 3

Department of History
Banner Bearer
Ava J. Galluzzi 1

Alena A. Aguilar
Inigo Arroyo
Noah Bagley
Thomas Daniel Broughton 1
Abbey Burn 2
Maxwell David Caterina 3
Jackie Glenn Chase
Cory M. Clark
Megan Ruth Dagnall 2

Ava J. Galluzzi 1
Leo Garcia
Declan John Gass 3
Eliza Abigale Gomez
Jesse Edward Gonzales
Valeria Gonzalez 1
Emily M. Harris 1
Kiran B. Kumar 3
Katherine A. Lanphear 2
Bryce Paul Leduc
Alivia D. Mayfield 1
Lia Catalina Amieva Mejia
Daniela Mieles 2
Quentin A. Miller
Ashley Morales
Vi Uyen Nguyen
Ariel Pena
Andrew R. Snyder
Juan Carlos Sorto
Jason A. Suciu
Jonathan D. Thorpe 1
Natalie G. Torres 2
Xavier A. Zapata Vega 3

Mexican American and 
Latino Studies
Banner Bearer
Maribel Rodriguez Quiros 3

Maribel Rodriguez Quiros 3

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Abigail Paige Fosburgh 1

Chinese Studies
Thalia Sevajanes 1

French
Catharina Souza E. Silva

World Cultures and Literatures
Jorge I. Alcocer 3
Abigail Paige Fosburgh 1
Sana Elizabeth Rajendran

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Ada C. Cinar 1

Alejandro Certuche
Ada C. Cinar 1
Conor Benjamin Clark
Madison L. Friedsam 2
Andrea Noelia Gallardo
Cierra M. Jackson
Justin Jorski 2
Alexander Thomas Lavery 2
Alex Stuart Lewis
Isabella G. Porras 1
Daniela Castillo Sabido 1
Golnaz Y. Shokrollahi 1
Danielle Smith
Susan C. Talbot
Lela Carolina Torres 2

Department of Political Science
Banner Bearer
Huy Tran Mach 1

Nicole Gabrielle Anne Abelar
Sameer Ali
Abdullah S R S Alotaibi
Jaafar A. Alshahristani 2
Keenan Ancalade, Jr. 1
Niél Jesus Arroyo 1
Abeeha Arshad 2
Jazlynn Marie Avalos
Priscilla Ayala 3
Stephenie V. Barragan
Lea Bausch
Jaylen M. Bell
Edward James Berning 3
Dave Lee G. Berongoy
Dana Mariz Bofil
Datravian D. Brown
Jailine Canales
Carmen Chao 1
Whitney Salome Chavez
Emeka Ray Chukwu
Adria M. Clark 2
Nicholas Edward Clayton

University of Houston
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Berenice Collazo 2
Faith Cooper
Isaiah M. Cortez 2
Ola Dafaalla 1
Alexander Michael Desormeaux
Emily R. Diaz
Barbra Dipiano
Jessica A. Dufour 2
Jasmine Alexandra Elias
Marina Coronado Fernandez 1
Ana C. Flores
JJ Caceres Galvez 3
Suhana S. Ganchi
Diamond Renee Garza 3
Emma Garza
Dima Mona Ghazala
Alexis J. Gomez
Kesi W. Gray
Gilbert C. Guadarrama 3
Vincent Andrew Hanak
Tayler C. Hatcher
Nuna Paloma Henriques
Carlos E. Hernandez 2
Lisa Evett Hernandez
Lila Marie Hiett 1
Karter Lynn Higgins
Jerry Richard Hill 1
Zakirah Howard
Samir Altaf Idrees
Jayden Paul Jackson
Areej Jaffar 3
Harley Kalish
Humna Khalid
Arman Singh Khubbar
Michael J. King 2
Aisha Larik 2
Alicia Concepcion Lartigue 2
Adriel Primo Lopez
Katelynn J. Lopez
Yolanda L. Lopez
Emely M. Luna
Huy Tran Mach 1
Zoie Star Machado
Mayerli Guadalupe Madrigal
Donna Mance

Sarah Y. McCoy
Genesis A. Mendoza 2
Frankie Marie Mesa 2
Mahnoor G. Mian 2
Kayla R. Molina
Sameeha S. Momin
John Andrew Murdock
Kristen Lynn Newman
Valeria Abigail Ordaz
Kaely Kimberly Pena
Demari L. Perez 3
Saira Christian Perez 3
Aaron Kristopher Peters
Zoe Howard Peterson 1
Andres D. Piccone
Kennedi N. Pierce 3
Fatima Pineda 3
Bint E. Pirani 3
Malini C. Prasad 1
Fiorella E. Pulido 2
Amanda Purter
Landon Cole Richie 1
Laura Carolina Rincon-Bianchi
Wasil S. Roohan
Chloe Sanchez Ruffin
David Saenz
Alejandro M. Sanchez 2
Emily Sofia Cruz Sariles
Garrett Levison Schmidt 3
Rida Batul Z. Shaikh
Manuel Jeffrey Solis 2
Matthew Joy Tao 3
Elizabeth Isabella Tate
Ashton K. Taylor 2
Dawn L. Trevino
Gustavo Jose Valbuena
Dannica M. Vasquez
Xavier A. Zapata Vega 3
Mario Ruben Villarreal IV
Kayla Nicole Walker
De’vion L. Wilson
Halle Rae Woodard

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Sofia C. Lozano 1

Marium Fatima Abbas
Maya Maria Abraham 3
Chidera Nicole Abuachi
Charlotte K. Acton 1
Elisabeth M. Adams 1
Oluwatise Ayomide Adegbonmire
Nabira Hasan Adnan 1
Reyhan Akaweih
Samiya N. Akhtar
Oluwatobi M. Alagbe
Alya N. Alameddine 1
Alexandria Eliza Alcantar 2
Samar Khaled Alkraydi
Maryam M. Al-Mallah 2
Cindy Ann Almendarez
Hawraa A. Alsaad
Viridiana Alvarez
Nancy K. Al-Zibdeh
Sumayya A. Alzughaier 2
Ariana Gisselle Amaraut
Lubaina Quresh Amijee
Adaobi Angela Ani
Mmesoma Ethni Anietom
Jimmieonte L. Applewhite 3
Faith Mariah Ards
Joscelyn S. Argueta 2
Beverly Arredondo 2
Natalie Isabella Atkinson 3
Rodrigo Eduardo Castillo Aviles
Briana Y. Azad 1
Reem Azzam
Iman G. Babineaux
Matthew Thomas Ballard
Michael M. Baratta
Dottie Barton
Sarah Seyoum Belew 2
Patrisia Del Carmen Loredo Benites
Julia Bennett
Dahna Garcia Bercik 3
Ana M. Bertens 3
Elizabeth Beserra
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Thomas A. Blackiston
Mollie K. Boggs
Vanessa Bolte
Joseph Carroll Boudreaux 1
Allison Jeanette Braly 2
Jayda M. Branch 3
Jenae Levette Briscoe
Mia Ann Broussard
Ilias Brown
Johnathan Amias Brown-Klawuhn
Britney Rose Caoagas
Ixchel Adzahi Carranza
Riley B. Caylor 3
Jolie Chaelen 1
Rim M. Chafic
Angelina Ruby Chavez 2
Sokountavary Chhay
Abigail Chi
Michelle Mayting Ching 1
Elizabeth Romanovna Chirko 1
Katherine Renee Cobb 2
John Michael Coffman
Natasha Apatchala Cook
Claire Margaret Cooney
Heather Colleen Crainer 1
Giselle Crisanto
Cordelia J. Cross
Cassidy T. Dang 2
Neha Rajesh Kumar Darji 2
Miles Nasir Davis
Olivia Collette de Leon
Ruth Paola De Leon 3
Jabez T. Delmundo 3
Anna Elizabeth Diaz
Jackie Diec
Chinelo U. Dike
Noe Dominguez 1
Meagan Marie Donald 1
Taylor Gabrielle Downing 2
Ileana E. Dragoi 1
Lauryn M. Dulany
Elif Zeynep Dumankaya 3
Johnny D. Duong
Angelica Gabriela Duran 2
Irene Chinelo Echezona

Drohi Edward 3
Dealla Yousef Eldiraoui 3
Leticia Mariee Escobedo
Angela J. Espinosa 3
Ruby Espinosa 3
Nataly Estrada 3
Maya E. Etta
Amanda Marie Evans 1
Alicia Ewule 1
Joanna Cathleen Feghali
Sarah P. Feleke 3
Elizabeth A. Finley 3
Jayla S. Finley 3
Torie S. Flemming 2
Cristian Fernando Flores
Jaileen Shania Flores
Micaela Flores
Ashley Ann Fontenot-Estrada 1
Kaitlyn Colleen Kinsella Foster
Daniela Michelle Franco 1
Maya Gad 3
Elena Katherine Garanzuay 1
Jenefer Sarai Garay 2
Christian R. Garcia
Daniel Garcia
Jacob Rene Garza 3
Krystal Monique Garza
Autumn Gauthier 2
Sarah Elizabeth Gawlik 1
Christina Irene Gayle 1
Zoe A. George
Seth Taylor Gibson
Leah Wintress Gilbert
Eric Alan Gilstrap
Carol M. Gomez
Felix A. Gonzalez
Marissa Rose Gotay 2
River-Juan S. Guerrero
Briana L. Guzman
Jasmine Thi Ha
Jalen Tyrese Hadnot
Farah Harmouch 3
Fatima I. Hassan 3
Ness Henley 1
Linval Martin Henry, Jr. 2

Evette Hernandez
Karina J. Hernandez
Sarai Hernandez
Alexis D. Herrera
Chloe Nicole Hightower 3
Chelsey Hinojosa 1
Emily Hoang 3
Makenzie Hopper
Angelica Celeste Huerta 3
Lyle Hershell Hughey
Paige A. Hulsey 2
Queenie Naserian Humes
Hannah Kim Hwang 3
Gracie Maria Israel
Meera Mark Jaber
Amir Denee Jackson 2
Taylor M. Jackson 3
Anika Cyriac Jacob 2
Deborah Alice Jacob 1
Mohammad Kumail Z. Jafri
Zainab Jamali 1
Antonio L. James
Yemna Jaulim 2
Jeffrey Z. Jiang 2
Caroline Jimenez
Nikolina Jovanovic 3
Stephanie Juarez
Grishma Kadel
Besma Kadhim
Stephanie Johanna Kasperick 2
Serra Kaya
Yasmin Jean Kearney 3
Zahabiya Noshir Khandwawala
Julie Nicole Kindle
Sonu King
Tenaya King
Taiga Kitano 2
Raliat Koshegbe
Patricia Kayin Lacour 3
Hennesie Laureano
Gia Lauren Lazarus
Diane Le
Bryan Anthony Leal 2
Mark Sergy Leus
Savonnah Alexis Ann Lewis 2

University of Houston
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Anisa Vianney Limon 3
Amber Lynn Lindsey
Karla Natacha Llanos 2
Jessica Marie Lopez
Sofia C. Lozano 1
Leslie C. Lux 3
Haruka T. Maegawa
Darlene Denae Manning
Jessica D. Mansaram 2
Kiara Moncada Martin 1
Jalynn Madaly Martinez
Luciano A. Martinez
Mellissa Ivette Martinez
Hannah R. Mathew
Katie McClain
Margaret McDonald 1
Julia M. McLauchlan 2
Kellee H. McLean
Daniel Joshua Medina
Galo A. Medina 1
Cristina E. Medrano 1
Anika Mehta 2
Patrick Dubourdieu Melazzi
Sthefanie Guadalupe Mendez
Gabrielle D. Mendonca
Angelica Marie Mendoza
Ashlee Ceysu Messer 3
Janelle Cherrie Miller
Leah Alexis Miranda
Artie G. Mitchell
Sukriti Mittal 2
Ayesha Shahla Mohammed 3
Uroosa Momin
Angie Evany Morales
Jesse N. Morales
Abigail Monroe Morrical
Mia Morris
Sailaja Munagavalasa
Yakelyn Munoz 1
Lusekelo Lugano Mwamukonda
Matthew Jonathan Myint 1
Connor C. Newingham
Jason C. Ngo
Alex L. Nguyen 1
Annelaure Nguyen 2

Jonathan Thanh D. Nguyen 2
Macie A. Nguyen 2
Michelle Lan Nguyen
Phillip H. Nguyen
Shalyn Nguyen 3
Adaoma Testimony Nwamadu
Claire Isabelle Oberlin
Nicole Chidnma Obialo
Alyanna O. Ocampo 2
Mariana Ochoa-Gomez
Danya Omar Omar
Andrea Vanessa Oreamuno
Susan Esosa Osawe
Olivia Chisomaga Ozobu
Riya Parikh
Lynn Moussa Pasha 1
Ami Patel 3
Briana Nicole Patten
Stefanie Rachel Penado
Rayanna Lynn Perez 3
Uyen Thien Thu Pham
Courtney Pickus 1
Dejanique R. Piper
Anne Marie Plunkett 3
Natalia Ponton 1
Ronald John Pothen 3
Jasmine Qadeer 2
Hira A. Qazi
Fatima Qureshi 1
Muniza N. Qureshi
Ishita Rahi 2
Saima Rahman 2
Carla Ramirez
Julia Claire Ramirez
Aliyah Ramos
Sarina Yvonne Ramos
Erin C. Randall
Michaela Rae Raney
Lisette Amelia Rangel
Vaishnavi Raghavendra Rao
Hannah Duo Reeves 1
Chelsea Victoria Reid
Armando Soto Reyes
Iris Rachael Aguilar Reyes 3
Jonathan Michael Kirk Rightmire

Patricia Rios
Estefania Robledo
Yanira Ethel Rocha 2
Danielle Marie Rodriguez
Madison Alexandra Rodriguez
Jazmin Rosas 2
Samantha Elizabeth Rothkop 1
Isla Lorena Ruiz 3
Allison Leann Runyan
Hailee Danielle Ryals
Anna G. Sadler 1
Natalie A. Salgado-Alcaide 2
Astrid V. Samos
Jadyn Sanders
Susan T. Sandoval
Elizabeth Johana Sandres 3
Neema Mohammed Shafaei
Yasmin Shafiei 1
Dena Nada Shahri
Suheera Shaikh 1
Rachel Oropilla Sibal
Kinza Siddique 3
Calista Paige Silva-Ford
Arianna Michelle Silvas
Maya J. Singh 3
Alexandrya Mai Skiddle
Trinity Amaris Skipper 3
Jayla A. Smith
Elisabeth C. Stevens 2
Lacey Shelle Stewart
Rachel Christian Stonestreet 1
Megan Z. Swann
Alina Firdous Syed 2
Cecilia A. Taft 2
Alvin L. Tak
Rishitaa Tamminana 2
Kristen Leena Tangsriwong 2
Matthew Joy Tao 3
William Li Tao
Orit Natnaiel Tesfamariam
Sabrina P. Thomas 1
Ariana Kristalee Toney
Kim B. Tran 1
Jacqueline Trejo 3
Madison Paige Trevino 2
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Samantha E. Trujillo
Celeste Nadina Tunstall 2
Chase Ryan Tyce 3
Shahraiz Q. Umar 1
Alexandra Valle
Sofia Victoria Vasquez
Sanjana Natasha Vasudev 2
Zoey M. Vaughn
Daniela Vazquez 1
Martin Vazquez
Abbie Layne Velazquez
Kimberly Venegas 3
Joana Ruby Ventura 1
Amber J. Victorian
Lorena Carla Vides 1
Nayelli Roxanne Vigil 3
Ariana M. Viles 1
Luna Amairani Vences Villalobos 2
Gilbert M. Villarreal
Ramsha Wahab
Kyara Jayleigh Warren
Kendhal Ann Weaver
Sydney M. Webb
Alec C. Williams
Zaria Akile Williams
Brittany York Wilson

Mylik D. Wilson
Iqra Yamin
Andrea Michelle Yanez 1
Dilara Yilmaz 3
Wali M. Zaman 1
Estephanie Michelle Zapata

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Tasneem A. Dhoon 1

Cary Paxton Arbolida 3
Katie Elizabeth Brill
Abigail Wanda Browatzke 1
Ashley Nicole Carlisle
Ariel Clark
Ola Dafaalla 1
Amanda Del Castillo 3
Tasneem A. Dhoon 1
Estephania Y. Esparragoza
Iazalde Francisco
Sara Milena Geiger 2
Sameek Gohar 2
Ashley Hernandez 2
Samari Nikole Keaton
Alexander Lopez

Annalia Leona Martinez
Manal M. Mathew 2
Mara Adlemi Hernandez Medrano
Andrea Miranda 3
Malea Alizay Montes
Alex L. Nguyen 1
Alice Tuonglinh Nguyen 1
Inaya S. Paracha
Karen Perez
Kayla Noelle Prusmack 1
Perla Yazmin Ramirez
Ana Marissa Rodriguez
Jacqueline Elaine Schiffer
Gurpreet Singh
Karen Lissbeth Sorto 3
Dustin Rene Tran
Alyssa Vaughan
Kamren Keyonna Wrighting 1

Department of Women’s, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Banner Bearer
Ashley Jasmine Benitez 3

Ashley Jasmine Benitez 3
Kaitie Heather Tolman

Summer 2024 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Hispanic Studies
Sydney Nii Odotei Odoi

African Americans’ Journey to 
Bilingualism: Language Attitudes and 
Motivation
Advisor: Manuel Gutiérrez, Ph.D.

Department of Political Science
Gathoni Kimondo

Women's Political Representation in 
Africa: Political Violence Targeting 
women, Political Parties and Policy
Advisor: Jennifer Clark, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Haley Conroy Busch

Parental Racial Socialization and 
Emotion Dysregulation: Associations 
to Internalizing Symptoms & Sleep 
Difficulties Among Black Youth
Advisor: Andres G. Viana, Ph.D.

Rogelio David Gonzalez
Moderational Influences on the Impact 
of Pre-Sleep Media Use on School-Aged 
Children’s Sleep Patterns
Advisor: Candice A. Alfano, Ph.D.

Caitlin Marie Kehoe
The Impact of Daily Gratitude on 
Intimate Partner Violence and Negative 
Mood during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Advisor: Julia Babcock, Ph.D.

Justin M. Shepherd
Pain-Related Anxiety and Smoking 
Lapse/Topography among African 
American Smokers with Chronic Pain
Advisor: Michael J. Zvolensky, Ph.D.

Industrial/ Organizational 
Psychology
Kenneth Eduardo Granillo-Velasquez

The Impact of Professional Rejection on 
Affectivity and Willingness to Perform
Advisor: Denise L. Reyes, Ph.D.

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Francisco Javier Torres III
Macro-Level Influences on the Effects of 
Precarious Work: A Meta-Analysis
Advisor: Alan Witt, Ph.D.

Social Psychology
Lindsay J. Browne

A Self-Determination Theory Perspective 
on Transgender Identity Development
Advisor: C. Raymond Knee, Ph.D.

Jace D. Pierce
The Impact of Alcohol Use and Alcohol 
Interactive Toxicity Beliefs on Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Adherence 
Among Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men 
Who Have Sex with Men (GBM): A Social 
Network Approach
Advisor: Jaye L. Derrick, Ph.D.

MASTER’S DEGREES 

Department of Psychology 
Mallory Raya Cotton
Neha Patak
Eun-Ji Esther Song

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Department of History
Katherine Renea Galland
Bryce Paul Leduc
Luis A. Zuluaga Lopez
Ariel Pena
Haris Anjum Qureshi
Brandy Denice Rodas 3
Ty Arnett Strickland

Department of Philosophy
Arthur W. Barnes, Jr. 1
Miguel Eduardo Bonilla
Esau Gabriel Castillo
Lysandra Andrea Cruz

Department of Political Science
Joseph Eisenhower Donowho
Benjamin G. Gasca
Andrea Guadarrama
Jennifer Ashley Gutkowski 1

Sean Tyler Henderson
Nuna Paloma Henriques
Tegan Reese Loftin
Viviana Lopez
Emely M. Luna
Nuha Naushad 3
Marissa Rendon Rebollar
Itzelle D. Ruiz
Juan Ignacio Espada Ruiz
Carter P. Smith
Dawn L. Trevino
Aubrey Van Helmond
Nataly Vasquez 2
Mario Ruben Villarreal IV
Carmella Ashaye Wallace 2

Department of Psychology
Marium Fatima Abbas
Sarah A. Abraham
Moises Aguilar
Safa Alkhaffaf
Cindy Ann Almendarez
Kimberly Amaya
Syeda Jill Anjuman 3
Faith Mariah Ards
Skylar Faith Armstrong
Charmaine Alexis Asuncion 2
Sophie A. Avery
Pooja Singh Bhandari 2
Candace G. Biggurs
Jenae Levette Briscoe
Britney Rose Caoagas
Katelyn E. Carson 3
Thi Chau
Chiazam A. Chibuogwu 2
Charles Anthony Cisneros 1
Rydelle Cobbina
Timothy Benjamin Copeland 2
Trevor Cox
Leslie Cruz
Anjal Daiju
Anna Elizabeth Diaz
Brianna N. Dillow
Mia Fadi Droubi
Johnny D. Duong

Janae La'trice Edmondson
Muhammad O. Farid
Tamera Natalie Fleming
Zenaira Marie Senadrin Francisco 2
Jair Reese Franks
Maria De Jesus Gamron 1
Thomas E. Garcia 3
Eric Alan Gilstrap
Jasmin Nicole Gochis
Andrea Marie Gomez 3
Alicia Anahi Gonzalez
Brianna Christine Guevara
Jacob J. Guevara
Louise Henderson
Carolina Hernandez 3
Evette Hernandez
Giselle Arlene Hernandez 1
Jeslin Hernandez
Julie L. Hernandez
Adriana Marlen Hinojosa
Ying-Hui Hsia
Azucena Pauline Huerta
Erene M. Hughes
Syed Masroor Hussain
Gracie Maria Israel
N'Namdi M. Jelani
Kayla M. Jeudy
Caroline Jimenez
Camryn Delaine Johnson 3
Elena Kaldis 3
Janat Khan
Safa Khatib
Asra Abdullah Khoso
Daisy Koenig
Raliat Olatundun Koshegbe
Maryem Landeros 1
Melany C. Lehaci
Zoria Zuriel Lilly
Leslie R. Lira 3
Lauren Adamari Lopez
Mia Carmela Maples
Fatou M. Mbaye
Katie McClain
Meagan Kaleigh McDonald
Kellee H. McLean
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Stephanie Medina
Ameena S. Menissy
Maa'n Mobied 3
Jesse N. Morales
Mackenzie Nanette Moreno
Abigail Monroe Morrical
Manar Ahmad Mohammad Nababteh
Ishpreet K. Narang
Jason C. Ngo
Alyssa Khue Nguyen
Hien B. Nguyen
Michelle Lan Nguyen
Adaoma Testimony Nwamadu
Alyanna O. Ocampo 2
Grace E. Olin
Joana Elisa Riparip Pascual 2
Austin K. Payne 3
Alaysia M. Prosser
Michael Ramsey 2

Michaela Rae Raney
Alysa Monique Reyes
Michelle A. Reyes
Danielle Marie Rodriguez
Roger Rubio
Jordan Kathleen Russell 2
Elijah Q. Salarda
Christian Valdez Salazar
Brianna Sanabria
Sonia Santos Sanchez
Jadyn Sanders
Danah Shuaeb
Sofiane Sidi-Yekhlef 1
Sophia Isabelle Silva-Trevino
Marisa Nicole Steptoe
Chasidy Kirsten Taylor
Michael B. Theeuwes
Nikky Tran
Miranda L. Valdes

Sofia Victoria Vasquez
Abigail Klaire Verret
Nayelli Roxanne Vigil 3
Vuong D. Vu 1
Kyara Jayleigh Warren
Kendhal Ann Weaver
Jaymee A. Wherry
Caleigh Anne Wilbourn 2
Zaria Akile Williams
Ashante M. Wright
Adrian Youssef

Department of Sociology
Jaiden J. Chretien
Kaylea A. Marin 2
Abigail Moncerat Reyna
Evelyn Eunice Osorio Vanegas
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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduates, 

Congratulations on your graduation from the Honors College at the University 
of Houston! Your talents and motivation have culminated in the impressive 
achievements we recognize today. For 45 years, the Human Situation course 
has served as a gateway of endless possibilities for many students before you. 
Think back to your first Human Situation lecture and how far you have come. 

Honors courses have challenged you to think deeply about the nature of being human, as individuals 
and in societies. You’ve been encouraged to take what you learn beyond the classroom into research and 
community engagement.

The faculty, staff, and fellow students of the Honors College have been members of your team. They 
are now cheering you on as you begin your career or continue your studies in graduate or professional 
programs. We take pride in your achievements, and take comfort knowing that, though you are leaving on 
this new journey, the Honors College will always be a part of your life.

Stay connected with the College and use your success to inspire future generations and support the many 
programs and scholarships that you enjoyed during your time here. 

We know that you are well-prepared to lead in your chosen field and to contribute solutions to the grand 
challenges we face in this ever-changing world. As you find your place in a new community, remember 
to be bold in action and to stand strong in the face of adversity. We believe in you. 

Go Coogs!

Heidi Appel 
Dean 
Professor of Biology & Biochemistry
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University Honors with Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Vincent Taylor

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Harry L. Goldberg
James Michael Valentine

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Sarah Seyouam Belew
Jayda Branch
Zofia Helena Bulhak
Riley Blue Caylor
Megan Ruth Dagnall
Sarah Elizabeth Gawlik
Nicole Gonzalez
Alivia Diane Mayfield

Genesis Karmaria McGriggs
Elisabeth Stevens

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Nabeeha Hasan
Danielle Antoinette Henry
Mazen Daniel Malak
Theresa Nguyen

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Veronica Nwanna

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Paola Guevara Montoya

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Hind Al Khaffaf
Andrew Chase
Michala Daniels
Christopher Torres
Mark Villa

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Emily Goff
Génesis Santillán

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Delath De Zoysa

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Melanie Adhikary
Michelle Garcia
Layla Hanusic
Cole Harrison
Lynn Moussa Pasha
Sarah Rizvi

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Randy Pham
Charlie Smith
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University of Houston
The Honors College

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Amaris Sofia Bobbio-Tarco
Sarah Rupani
Holly Ann Skipton
Melody C. Wolfarth

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Elizabeth Gabriele Spencer

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Alvin Thomas Abraham
Ronak Agarwal
Samih Ahmed
Eimaan Ahsan
Abhi Arumilli
Jacob Bradley
Guido Brevi
Tiffany Tran Bui
Nathan Andrew Chen
Josealonso Cortez
Haaris Asif Dakri
Jennifer Enenmoh
Aamna Fazil
Shane Foreman
Christian Gonzales
Stephanie Danielle Haddad
Carson Dayne Havard
Mia Ibarra
Hamza Imran
Fayha Iqbal
Kohl Viktor Jardas
Kavi Kohli
Ai-Ling Kuon
Debbie Tue Lam
Jeanette Mei Lam
Lance Christopher Lanting
Diana Gabriela Maldonado
William Massaras

Aaron Oscar Maurer
Daniella Victoria Menendez
Adryana Mina Minooe
Gayathri Moduguru
Jillian Murphy
Claire Marie Nadira
Charvi Chetan Negandhi
Annie Nguyen
Nick Nguyen
Kyvana Michelle Nguyen Velasque
Aarya Patel
Ayush Harish Patel
Vanessa Perez
Duha Humayun Pervez
Isabelle Pharamond Pham
Ethan Poedjono
Emily Poff
Philip Qin
Faizah Rahman
Charissa Ramjattan
Gavin Reyes
Jasmine Nicole Saenz
Donna Rose Samani
Mildred Hazel Sampson
Kirah Ariel Smith
Kayla Jamie Stagg
Thai Tran
Anthony Thomas Vadakekara
Johanna S. Verghese
Veena Vinod
Matthew Vuong
Diego Alejandro Yepes
Samiha Tasnim Zaman
Parker Bryan Zancho

College of Education
Abby Bonzon
Ameera M. Faizal
Tamara Gonzalez
Huriyah Hasnain
Abigail Krupa Jeyaraj
Charvi Chetan Negandhi
Payton Lane Neubauer
Kim N. Nguyen

Dylan T. Tran
Eric Tran
Tammy Tran
Leah Yonas

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Edip Agirbaser
Kathryn Lanee Aing
Fadel A. Al Alawi
Isaiah Burdwell
Mckenna E. Campsey
Alicia Caravantes
Douglas Owen Caringer
Samuel Ethan Collins
Oselumenosen Ekhuemelo
Nusayba T. El-Ali
Dakila S. Garcia
Brandon M. Gonzales
Salvador Alejandro Gonzalez
Joseph Daniel Goolsby
Erik A. Gordillo
Hedda Anni Louise Grelz
Laila Ramsey Hammad
Abby Jackson
Joan John
Amber J. Jozwiak
Michael Alexander Klushin
Beyza Kural
Christina J. Kuruvilla
Farida Lakhani
Gabrielle Alexis Braza Lea
Eric Luna
Colton D. Marino
Hailey Ann Mcandrew
Rushil Rajesh Mehta
Anna Katherine Meyer
Nathan B. Mitchell
Bernadette Bognot Montefalcon
Harrison H. Ngo
Jonathan Do Nguyen
Paul Inue Gonzague Novoa-Gueneau
Shan Mohammed Pappa
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Carlos D. Patterson
Alejandro Rivera
Dominic M. Rocha
Usosa Awele Too-Chiobi
Sydney Pauline Tough
Tony Tran
Kyle J. Tupas
Sai Srinivas Unnam
Angel Gabriel Vanegas

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Raelee A. Maddux
Ana K. Mezta

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Charlotte Kathleen Acton
Natalie Isabella Atkinson
Maame Serwaa Awuah
Briana Yasmin Azad
Zeba Bhanji
Carolina Leah Cabral
Daniela Castillo Sabido
Ada C. Cinar
Adria M. Clark
Trinity Curry
Ola Dafaalla
Lauren Ruth Defrance
Tasneem A. Dhoon
Meagan Marie Donald
Ileana Dragoi
Anna Economon
Dealla Yousef Eldiraoui
Kennedy Foxwell
Dima Mona Ghazala
Alyssa Mackenzie Green
Emily Morgan Harris
Ricky R. Hill
Helen B. Huneycutt
Deborah Alice Jacob
Stephanie Johanna Kasperick
Hafsah Khan

William David Killinger
Lilyanne Isobella Loyd
Mayerli G. Madrigal
Riley Charles Moquin
Alice Tuonglinh Nguyen
Annelaure Nguyen
Shalyn Nguyen
Malini C. Prasad
Hira A. Qazi
Hannah Duo Reeves
Kimberly Nicole Richardson
Landon Cole Richie
Jazmin Rosas
Gracie G. Sadler
Rohan Kurup Sankar
Thalia E. Sevajanes
Rida Batul Zafar Shaikh
Suheera Shaikh
Alexandrya Mai Skiddle
Genesis N. Stiggers
Matthew Joy Tao
Sabrina P. Thomas
Laura J. Thompson
Dylan T. Tran
Kim Tran
Elizabeth Weaver
Kaitlyn Elise Wells

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Farzamuddin Ahmed
Mawada Sami Al Faisal
Noah P. Alexander
Maria Aliana Alfaro
Amal Altatar
Sophie Katherine Anderson
Fizah Arif
Bryan William Armbruster
Sophia Aisha Asif
Megan Chantal Benavides
Adrianna Blubin
Daniel Cao
David William Caycedo

Nathan Kevin Chen
Randi Culpepper
Kevin T. Dang
Mariam Dumitrascu
Nithya Erabelli
Dylan Hilton
Ghid Khaleel
Saher Ahmed Khan
Gabrielle Kostecki
Pavan Kureti
Celine C. Luu
Daniel T.. Maguadog
Ethan Marfil
Or-El Meir
Jessica R. Morcilla
Hussaina Motiwala
Rheanna Shaila Mustapha
Qudsia Najwa
Carolyn Hao Ngo
Audrey Hoai Ngoc Tran Nguyen
Lily Ngoc Nguyen
Paula Nichols
Matthew Nolen
Lorrel O’neill
Leonardo Osorio
Diya Patel
Vivienne Y.-Vi Pham
Aida Pourmousa
Kathleen Nicole Protz
Eshwar Ranganath
Rebecca Manalansan Santos
Maaham Sarfraz
Radhika Sonde
Daniel Enrique Sotillo
Arwa Tapia
Sabrina P. Thomas
Andre S. Tijerina
Anthony Tran
Elizabeth Tran
Samuel H.. Tran
Tu Tran
Levi Van Ryder
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Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College of 
Nursing
Brianna Nicole Johnson

Hobby School of  
Public Affairs
Cruz Estefania Almonaci Vargas

Collegiate Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Leslie P. Alamirra
Cecily Simone Coleman

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Benjamin Alexander Petree

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Hima Martin
Rashida Rangwala

College of Education
Anna Thuy Nguyen
My-My Ngoc Pham
Morgan Haley Ward

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Kaitlin Marie Arnold
Austin A. Ellis
Claudia Lizeth Garcia-Martinez
Owais Hyder Ghulam
Jorge Daniel Gonzalez
Alexandra Q. Gorman
Itzel Janaly Miranda

Ava E. Nelson
Curtis Love Purnell

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Anthony Ziad Haddad

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Andrea Isabel Alvarez
Mmesoma Anietom
Jianna Maria Dayrit Bajar
Luisa Marie Bandmann
Thomas Daniel Broughton
Courtney Calhoun
Lilly Chipman
Maria Grazia Di Fabio
Marina Coronado Fernandez
Amir Deneé Jackson
Alicia C. Lartigue
Karla Llanos
Kiara Moncada Martin
Kennedi Nicole Pierce
Bint E. Pirani
Isabella Porras
Bailey Meredith Radack
Dhara Rodgerson
Talbot Campbell Susan

Rosaleen Sweiti
Gabriela Ramirez Vasquez
Emilia Valentina Waters
Cai B. Wilson

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Meryem Mualla Atik
Michaela Butler
Miguel Camejo
Chadi Youssef Ellaham
Joseph Garzon
Syeda Hooria Hasan
Frank Landry
Jalal Chaudhry Mohsin
Larose Mutombo
Abigail Napitupulu
Leslie Amada Santos
Abishek Shaju

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College of 
Nursing
Mariana Silveyra

Hobby School of  
Public Affairs
Rachel Lauren McGregor

University of Houston
The Honors College
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Membership in The Honors College

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and 
Design
Diego Contreras

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Justin D. Estes

College of Education
Sana Al Taima

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Rebeca Angeles-Lopez
Eleazar Israel Mora

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Cady Gibbs
Claire M. Gregory
Katia L. Hijazi
Michelle Le
Hannah Rebekah Mathew
Jonathan Thanh D. Nguyen
Arianna Michelle Silvas
Catherine Elaine Weaver

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Roberto Jackson Baeza
James Donovan
Cady Gibbs
Klyde Mallorca

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College of 
Nursing
Eric A. Crooker
Kenneth A. Nguyen
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Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association. 
You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your 
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next 
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering at an 
event, joining an Association or Network, signing on to UH Link, to 
becoming a Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless. 

Please click the QR code below to enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the 
meantime, savor this moment and continue to soar.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Michael Sachs (’97) 
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

Have You Completed  
Your Alumni Checklist?

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Alumni Associa�on

FALL 2023 GRADUATES
HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR ALUMNI CHECKLIST?

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/
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