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Competencies
Goals
Course Objectives
Unit Objectives
Performance Objectives
Learning Objectives

Quality Matters Rubric



Learning Objectives - what are they?
A statement of what the instructor wants the student to be able to do.

At the end of this presentation, attendees should be able to describe why learning 
objectives are important when designing an online course.

Now Completion of 
instruction



Examples – Chapter / Module / Unit 
Objectives
By the end of this module students will be able to:
• identify three practices associated with quality treatment as 

outlined by the Institute of Medicine. 
• distinguish between proximal, process and post-treatment 

outcomes.



Examples – Course Objectives

At the end of this course you will be able to:
• use lift and drag calculations to evaluate aerodynamic vehicle 

performance.
• create interactive 3D models of products and environments using 

VRML. 



Instructor
• Focus and develop a 

teaching strategy
• Select content
• Tests, quizzes, assignments

Alignment – we teach what we test and test what we teach.

Learning Objectives - why are they important?

Student
• Navigation
• Communicates expectations
• Tests, quizzes, assignments
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Purpose & Objective: To identify 3 strategies for organizing online course content.



3 Course Organization Strategies to 
Support the Online Student

1. Limit the amount of content presented. 

2. Make dates predictable. 

3. Have a starting place.



UH Faculty 
Blackboard online courses



1. Limit the amount of content presented
to help students focus on one thing at a time.



Basic: Chunk content into smaller units. (sections, units, modules)

Bb Tool: Content pages, folders, learning modules

Intermediate: Set content visibility times. Pace content.

Bb Tool: Display option, visibility dates







Advance: Make students visit content one at a time and in a specific order.

BB Tool: Adaptive release

Example Criteria

● Mark reviewed
● Attain a minimum score









2. Make dates predictable
to help students better anticipate assignments and manage their time.



Basic: List all assignments and due dates in the syllabus from the start.

Intermediate: Make dates consistent - choose just one or two days of the week 
and a time of day when something begins and ends.



Advance: Reiterate assignments and due dates in multiple ways.



3. Have a starting place
to help orient students to a new environment.



Basic: Provide the syllabus in a visible area.

Intermediate: Provide an introduction area. (intro page, folder, module, quiz)

Advance: Provide orientation and help materials. (videos, links)



● Improve student online communication 
● Provide students with resources to be an independent online learner

uh.edu/class/oet

http://uh.edu/class/oet
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