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About the Chinese Language Teachers Association Monograph Series 
 

This volume is the fifth in the monograph series sponsored by the Chinese 

Language Teachers Association (CLTA). CLTA Monograph V, entitled, 

Studies on Learning and Teaching Chinese as a Second Language, is a 

highly selective collection of empirical studies adopting quantitative, 

qualitative, and mixed-methods paradigms. The volume presents 

theoretically motivated and methodologically rigorous research in the 

acquisition of Chinese as a second language (CSL). The studies address the 

current issues confronting both SLA and CSL scholars. Findings reveal 

universal psycholinguistic processes as well as language-specific constraints 

on CSL acquisition. With a broad research scope in both linguistics and 

cognition and a wide range of contexts, this volume will not only make 

important contributions to CSL acquisition theories and research 

development, but will also complement our understanding of general SLA. 

The book provides insights, including learning processes and mechanisms, 

which are helpful to teachers. As our understanding of how learners acquire 

the language and what accounts for this acquisition develops, we are able to 

apply the knowledge to instruction in striving for teaching effectiveness. 

 

 

 



 

 

First published 2019 

by Routledge 

2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

 

and by Routledge 

711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

 

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa 

Business  

 

© 2019 selection and editorial matter, Xiaohong Wen and Xin Jiang; 

individual chapters, the contributors 

 

The right of Xiaohong Wen and Xin Jiang to be identified as the authors 

of the editorial material, and of the authors for their individual chapters, 

has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, 

Designs and Patents Act 1988. 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or 

utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now 

known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in 

any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing 

from the publishers. 

 

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or 

registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation 

without intent to infringe. 

 

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

A catalog record has been requested for this book 

 

ISBN: 978-0-8153-8232-4 (hbk) 

ISBN: 978-0-8153-8240-9 (pbk) 

ISBN: 978-1-351-20867-3 (ebk) 

 

Typeset in Times New Roman 

by Apex CoVantage, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
 

 

 
 

Editors and contributors   

            

1 Research in second language acquisition of Chinese: 

an introduction           

XIAOHONG WEN 

 

2 Heterogeneity of early language experiences and word knowledge 

development in Chinese as heritage language learners     

HAOMIN ZHANG AND KEIKO KODA 

 

3 Requests in Chinese by heritage and foreign language learners    

XIAOHONG WEN 

 

4 Context and reading comprehension of Chinese colloquial idioms   

YU LI 

 

5 L1 influence on coherence-building skills in L2 Chinese reading    

LIU LI 

 

6 Processing relative clauses in Chinese as a second language    

YUN YAO 

 

7 An inter-tonal effect in second language Chinese contour tones    

HANG ZHANG 

 

8 L2 Chinese acquisition of ZaiP by native English speakers    

YANG ZHAO AND TINGNA LIU 

 



 

9 Functional perspective of Chinese learners’ language use on 

social media            

SHENGGAO WANG 

 

10 Student-teacher goal alignment: conceptualizing, measuring, 

and determining its effect on interaction and motivation     

ZHONGQI SHI, XIAODONG LIN, AND RUOBING WEI 

 

11 Measurement quality of an instructor-developed CFL 

summative assessment instrument: an exploratory pilot study   

SHUAI LI 

 

Author Index            

Subject Index           
 
 

  



Editors and contributors 
 

 

Xin Jiang is Professor at Beijing Language and Culture University. She specializes in 

the cognitive processing and acquisition of Chinese as a second language with 

focus on the psycholinguistic factors influencing L2 Chinese lexical processing 

and text comprehension. She has published two academic books (Research on L2 

Acquisition of Chinese Characters, Words, and Reading and The Psychological 

Studies of Learning and Teaching Chinese as a Second Language) and over 30 

journal articles. 

Keiko Koda is Professor of Second Language Acquisition at the Department of 

Modern Languages, Carnegie Mellon University. Her primary research interest 

focuses on the development of second language reading competence. She 

pursues systematic investigations of phenomena influencing second language 

lexical processing and text comprehension. 

Liu Li received her PhD in Second Language Acquisition from Carnegie Mellon 

University. Her research interests include literacy development of Chinese as 

a second language, discourse processing, computer-assisted language learning, 

and heritage speakers’ literacy acquisition. Currently Dr. Li is an assistant 

professor of Chinese at Ball State University. 

Shuai Li is Associate Professor of Chinese and Coordinator of the Chinese Program 

in the Department of World Languages and Cultures at Georgia State 

University. His research interests include L2 Chinese acquisition, interlanguage 

pragmatics, and language assessment. 

Yu Li, PhD, is a Chinese Lecturer in the Department of East Asian Languages and 

Cultures at University of California, Davis. Dr. Li has conducted a series of 

empirical studies on the acquisition of Chinese colloquial idioms. Her current 

research interests include foreign language motivation and heritage language 

learning.  

Xiaodong Lin is a Professor of Cognitive Studies at Teachers College, Columbia 

University. Her research interests include motivation, instruction and technology 

design, metacognition and self-assessment, science education, and intercultural 

competence development. Dr. Lin is leading multiple large-scale research projects 

funded by the National Science Foundation. 

Tingna Liu is currently a graduate student in the Department of Education at 

University of Oxford. She obtained a master’s degree in Teaching Chinese to 

Speakers of Other Languages from Peking University. Her research interests 

include educational technology and L2 Chinese acquisition. 



Zhongqi Shi, a Senior Lecturer of Columbia University’s East Asian Languages 

and Cultures Department, specializes in Chinese for Specific Purposes and 

Advanced Chinese Writing. He is a graduate of Beijing Language and Culture 

University (BA, MA), and Columbia University’s Teachers College (PhD). He 

co-authored several Chinese textbooks. 

Shenggao Wang, PhD, is currently a Chinese language and culture instructor in 

the Department of Modern Languages and Institute for Asian Studies at Florida 

International University. His research interest centers on technology-assisted 

language learning. 

Ruobing Wei is a full-time lecturer teaching Chinese courses at New York 

University. She earned her undergraduate degree in Teaching Chinese as a Second 

Language from Nanjing Normal University and completed an MA with 

a concentration in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages from 

Teachers College, Columbia University. 

Xiaohong Wen is Professor of Applied Linguistics and Director of the Chinese 

Studies at the University of Houston. Her research interests include L2 motivation, 

L2 Chinese acquisition, and interlanguage pragmatics. Recent publications 

include three academic books and over thirty articles in refereed journals. She 

has been the principal investigator for several major federal and internal grants. 

Yun Yao is an Assistant Professor of Chinese and Asian Studies in the Department 

of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the University of Arkansas. 

She received her MA and PhD in Chinese Linguistics and Second Language 

Acquisition from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Hang Zhang is Assistant Professor of Chinese Language and Linguistics at the 

George Washington University. Her research focuses on second language 

phonology, tone acquisition and language pedagogy. She has published widely in 

academic journals such as Second Language Research, Chinese as a Second 

Language, and International Journal of Applied Linguistics. 

Haomin Zhang is a Zijiang Young Scholar and Professor of English and Applied 

Linguistics in the Department of English at East China Normal University. His 

areas of interest include psycholinguistics, biliteracy acquisition, and heritage 

language development. He is currently investigating cross-linguistic transfer in 

biliteracy development and academic development among bilingual students. 

Yang Zhao is Professor of Applied Linguistics and Dean of the School of Chinese 

as a Second Language, Peking University. His research interests include 

second language acquisition, generative grammar and language education. 

Publications include two monographs, two books of translation and over thirty 

articles in academic journals. He has been the PI for several research grants. 

 



Editors and contributors ix 

 

 

 

Reviewers 
 

 

Jianhua Bai 白建华, Middlebury College 

Cecilia Chang 张曼荪, Williams College 

Michael E. Everson, University of Iowa 

Zhao Hong Han 韩照红, Columbia University 

Nan Jiang 蒋楠, University of Maryland, College Park 

Xin Jiang 江新, Beijing Language and Culture University 

Chuanren Ke 柯传仁, University of Iowa 

Scott McGinnis 马斯凯, Defense Language Institute, Washington Office 

Jane Orton 奥顿杰, University of Melbourne 

Jerome Packard 裴吉瑞, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 

Helen Shen 沈禾玲, University of Iowa 

Hongyin Tao 陶红印, University of California, Los Angeles 

Xiaohong Wen 温晓虹, University of Houston 

Fangyuan Yuan 袁芳远, US Naval Academy 

Linjun Zhang 张林军, Beijing Language and Culture University 

Zheng-sheng Zhang 张正生, San Diego State University 


