
SECTION COLLAGE

The concept for this building highlights the contrast between two forces that 

surround the existing site- the pragmatic organization of the downtown city 

landscape to the organic flow of the buffalo bayou; the exterior facade 

mantains order as its interior spirals into a playful and complex natural space.



SITE ANALYSIS AND DIAGRAMS



SITE PLAN

ISOMETRIC SITE CONTEXT



EXTERIOR- VIEW FROM BAYOU



STRUCTURE
STRUCTURAL COMPOSITION OF THE BUILDING IS DESIGNED TO HAVE ITS LOAD SUPPORTED BY A SET OF 

COLUMNS THAT TAKE AN ORGANIC APPERANCE. BY PUSHING FOR THESE STRUCTURAL COLUMNS, AN OPEN 

UNOBSTRUCTED PLAN IS FORMED ALLOWING FOR FLEXIBILITY IN THE PROGRAM DESIGN ON EACH LEVEL.

COLUMNS
IN ORDER TO OBTAIN  MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA FOR PROGRAM FUNCTIONS, NON SERVICE SPACES AND CIR-

CUATION ARE DESIGNED INSIDE THE COLUMNS. IN ADDITION TO THIS, THE COLUMNS ALSO SERVE AS GREEN 

SPACES AND VISUAL CONNECTORS THROUGHOUT EACH OF THE FLOOR LEVELS, FLEXIBLE TO EACH, WHICH 

CREATES A DYNAMIC, YET INTEGRATED SPACE.

PROGRAM
THE EXPERIENCE FOR THE BUILDING’S PROGRAM IS ACHIEVED AS A PERSON ENTERS AN OPEN PUBLIC SPACE, 

THE RETAIL, AND IS LED THROUGH THE MAKERSPACE AND WORKING SPACE, BOTH INWARDLY FOCUSED AND 

MORE PRIVATE. ACCESS FOR THIS SPACE IS LIMITED TO THOSE WHO OCCUPIED THE SPACE, BUT ALLOWS FOR 

VISUAL CONNECTIONS FOR THE PUBLIC AUDIENCE. AS ONE CONTINUES UP, THEY’LL EVENTUALLY REACH THE 

TOP TO THE PANORAMA PROGRAM, A PUBLIC SPACE THAT HOLDS EXHIBITIONS, AND EVENTS. 

PUBLIC: AS THE PRIMARY WELCOMING CONDITION SPACE OF THE BUILDING, THE FIRST FLOOR IS DESIGNED WITH RETAIL 

IN MIND. A SPACE DEDICATED FOR COFFEE SHOPS OR SMALL RESTAURANTS, THE SPACE BECOMES A SPACE FOR BOTH 

PEOPLE WHO WORK IN THE BUILDING AND VISITORS. AS RETAIL IS OPEN TO ALL, THE SPACE BECOMES A PUBLIC FUNCTION 

FOR THE BUILDING. 

PLAN: THE OPEN PLAN IS FLEXIBLE FOR FUTURE ACCOMODATIONS. FURNITURE IS TEMPORARY AND ARE DESIGNED TO BE 

FLEXIBLE. THE SPACE ALLOWS FOR MULTIPLE SMALL SHOPS, OR A BIGGER RESTAURANT, OPEN TO FUTURE TENANTS. 

CIRCULATION: ENTRANCE TO THIS SPACE IS ACHIEVED THROUGH THE PRIMARY PUBLIC STAIRCASE LOCATED ON CENTER 

OF THE BUILDING. A SERVICE ELEVATOR, AS WELL AS TWO EGRESS STAIRS ON BOTH ENDS OF THE BUILDING, ARE PROVIDED 

AS SECONDARY CIRCULATION.

PRIVATE: AS IT IS A SPACE, SIMILAR TO COWORKING, THAT WILL CONTAIN THE MOST ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE DAY, THE 

MAKERSPACE IS ALSO PLACED IN PRIVATE SPACE. AS IT CONTAINS MACHINERY DANGERIOUS AND/OR EXPENSIVE, ONLY 

AUTHROIZED PERSONEL IS PREFFERED. 

PLAN: LIKE COWORKING, MAKERSPACE IS AN OFFICE SPACE IN THE FIRST FLOOR, WHERE THE PLANNING AND GATHERING 

WILL TAKE PLACE. THE SECOND LEVEL IS DEDICATD FOR COMPUTER LAB AND CLASSROOMS, WHILE THE THIRD FLOOR 

HOLDS THE DIRTY LAB AND HEAVY MACHINERY IN ITS OWN AREA.

CIRCULATION: BECAUSE OF ITS PRIVACY MEASURES, ACCESS TO THE MAKERSPACE IS RESTRICTED, AND LIKE THE CO-

WORKING SPACE, IT CAN ONLY BE ACCESS FROM THE FIRST FLOOR (RETAIL) THOUGH A PRIVATE SHAFT. ACCESS TO THE 

SECOND AND THIRD LEVEL OF THE MAKERSPACE ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH ITS OWN SHAFT ELEVATOR TO ACCOMODATE 

TRANSPORTATION OF MATERIAL AND MACHINERY.  

MAKERSPACE

PRIVATE: THE PROGRAM IS ONE OF THE TWO IMPORTANT PROGRAMS OF THE BUILDING, ALONGSIDE MAKERSPACE, AS IT 

WILL BE MOST ACTIVE THROUGHOUT THE DAY. BECAUSE OF THIS, THE SPACE CREATES ACCESABILITY, EVEN AFTER HOURS 

TO THOSE USING THIS AREA.

PLAN: IN THE OPEN PLAN, ARRANGEMENT FOR OFFICE SPACES IS IMPORTANT AND FOR THIS PURPOSE FLEXIBLE. THE 

FIRST LEVEL OF THE COWORKING OFFICE SPACE IS MERGED WITH OFFICES DEDICATD FOR MAKERSPACE, ALLOWING A 

CONNECTION FOR BOTH PROGRAMS. SPACES THAT REQUIRE NOISE REDUCTION AND PRIVACY ARE ENCLOSED, BUT STILL 

ALLOW FOR LIGHT AND OPENESS. THE SECOND AND THIRD LEVEL FOCUS  MORE IN MORE OFFICE CENTRIC PROGRAMS 

AND MEETINGS SPACES. 

CIRCULATION: BECAUSE OF ITS PRIVACY, THE PRIMARY PUBLIC STAIRCASE IS NOT OPEN IN THIS PRIVATE AREA. PUBLIC 

VIEWERS ARE ALLOWED TO LOOK IN AS THEY ASCEND TO THE TOP FLOOR, BUT RESTRICTION ON ACCESABILITY IS DONE 

TO CREATE SAFETY AND PRIVACY MEASURES. A SHAFT FROM THE FIRST FLOOR (RETAIL) IS  PROVIDED FOR EXCLUSIVE 

ACCESS FOR THE COWOKING/MAKERSPACE AREA. ACCESS TO THE OTHER TWO COWORKING LEVELS ARE AVAILABLE 

THOUGHT THE SERVICE ELEVATOR AND STAIRCASE.

COWORKING

PUBLIC: AS THE TOP SPACE THAT PROVIDES A PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE DOWNTOWN SKYLINE AND BAFFULO BAYOU, 

ADVANTAGE OF THE SPACE SCENERY IS IDEAL TO A PUBLIC SPACE.

PLAN: THE CENTER OF THE BUILDING IS A CONDITIONED SPACE, OPEN AND FLEXIBLE TO HOST EXHIBITIONS AND GATHER-

ING EVENT SPACES. FLEBILITY OF THIS PROGRAM ALLOWS FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE OUTSIDE 

TERRACE LOCATED ON BOTH END TO ENSURE VIEWS OF THE SURROUNDING CONTEXT. 

CIRCULATION: AS IT IS A PUBLIC SPACE AND THE FINAL DESITNATION, THE GRAND PUBLIC STAIRCASE OPENS UP TO THIS 

FLOOR AND ALLOWS DIRECT ACCESS ALL THE WAY  FROM THE GROUND FLOOR. THE SERVICE ELEVATOR ALSO ALLOWS 

ACCESS TO THE SPACE FOR AFTER HOUR EVENTS THROUGH SPECIAL KEY ACCESS.

RETAIL

PANORAMA

ISOMETRIC EXPLODED PROGRAM 

ISOMETRIC EXPLODED BUILDING PROGRAM



GROUND FLOOR PLAN

GROUND FLOOR PLAN



RETAIL FLOOR PLAN AND PERSPECTIVE
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COWORKING/MAKRSPACE FLOOR PLANS
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COWORKING/MAKERSPACE INTERIOR PERSPECIVE



PANORAMA FLOOR PLAN

F IFTH FLOOR PLAN

mechanical 
room electr ical 

room

IT 
closet

storage

PANORAMA

GATHERING SPACE

TEMPORAL EXHIBIT ION



SECTION PERSPECTIVE



CROSS SECTION

TECHNICAL DRAWING



CUTAWAY ISOMETRIC



EXTERIOR- VIEW FROM DOWNTOWN



THANK YOU :)


