Econ 6344 – Macroeconomics I

Syllabus


Course Information

Prof. Dietrich Vollrath

E-mail: devollrath@uh.edu
Office: 201C, 743-3806

Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 2-5pm

TA: Adam Perdue
TA Email: awperdue@hotmail.com

TA Office: 203A
Course Mechanics

There will be one midterm (30%) and one final (60%).  The midterm will be on October 4th, in class.  The final will be on December 4th (which is after the end of classes. The final will be closer to 3 hours).

Homework assignments, due roughly weekly, will make up the last 10% of your grade.   The homeworks and midterm are there mainly so that you can get some feedback on how you are doing.  

Lectures are Tuesday and Thursday (1-2:30) in McElhinney 107.  Section is Friday (11:30-1pm) and will be used to go over homework problems and clarify items from the lectures.  Section is in McElhinney 212.
Readings

Lecture notes are available from my website.  They are not written to be read, but to be taught from, so do not rely on them always help clear things up.   I hand them out so that you can spend less time writing things down and more time ASKING QUESTIONS.
Aside from the lecture notes, the book Advanced Macroeconomics by David Romer can be good variation on the lecture notes.  Intermediate Macroeconomics by Greg Mankiw will be useful to refresh your basic understanding.  You might find Economic Growth by Barro and Sala-i-Martin useful for the growth sections of this course.  Lectures on Macroeconomics by Blanchard and Fisher is a good reference and Foundations of International Macroeconomics by Obstfeld and Rogoff is probably a book you should own before you leave UH.  

I will point out particularly important or relevant papers as we go along, but at this point I don’t expect you to read them in order to pass this class.  

Requirements

I will teach based on the assumption that you know the material in Intermediate Macroeconomics already as well as the mathematical material in the first 12 chapters of Chiang’s Fundamental Methods of Mathematical Economics.   You need to be familiar with basic calculus, Lagrangians, dynamic optimization, and manipulations of integrals and summations.  
