Syllabus 

PHIL 325: Philosophy and Feminism 
Cover letter to SWIP members, and caveats

Please feel free to email me with any comments or feedback.  If you want to cut down on your readings then mine is a poor model, because I hate sacrificing anyone and usually crowd my syllabus.  This syllabus is one I'm never, never happy with.  The good news is, the students always love the course, poor foolish kids, but I am dissatisfied.  What follows is merely the most recent version, probably my most satisfying syllabus to date, so I'm about as happy as I ever get with the readings.  At my college, with its large enrollment in Women and Gender studies, and its small population of philosophy majors, this course is populated almost entirely by students who’ve had zero to one philosophy courses before.  Last, apologies to continental philosophers; as the syllabus reveals, I don't really have a continental bone in my body.  I don't do the different-schools-of-feminism approach either, so my students leave without learning a sharp distinction between, e.g., a marxist feminist and a radical feminist.  My organizing motivation for the course was just to convey a sense of the development of feminist philosophy in light of the way philosophers had been theorizing about gender for millenia.

Thumbnail and suggestions

Over the years, I’ve found my students responded really well to the following:

1. First reading of the first day/week: "Reading Philosophy as a Woman," Nancy Tuana's first (and short) chapter from her book, Woman and the History of Philosophy.  Men and women alike found this extremely useful, and spontaneously referred to it all semester.

2. Two articles I always use, photocopied from Carol Gould's anthology, Gender:

Excerpt, from Gender: Carol Gould, "The Woman Question,"

Excerpt, from Gender, Genevieve Lloyd, "The Man of Reason."

The required texts on the syllabus are:

1. Mary Briody Mahowald, ed., Philosophy of Woman (POW)

2. Nel Noddings, Caring: A Feminine Approach to Moral Education

3. Martha Nussbaum, Women and Human Development

4. Virginia Woolf, A Room of One's Own

5. Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology

6.  Photocopies:  Criticisms of care: Claudia Card, Sarah Hoagland, Barbara Huston, and Noddings' responses [This is the symposium of care ethics criticisms from the Spring 1990 issue of Hypatia]

This was my first stab at including Nussbaum's capabilities approach.  I thought, given the mixed backgrounds of my students and the sometimes knowledge-presuming approach of Nussbaum, that using her book was surprisingly successful in conveying a contemporary liberalist approach.  I can't decide if I'm going to use her book again or not.  That last book of the semester, that's our chance to leap into something quite new, and I might mix it up again next time.  

As always, I went for a semi-chronological approach, which was enjoyable, but I am determined to get past care ethics at the end and do something post-care, post-1980s.  Nussbaum provided a clear contrast to Noddings and interesting directions for applied and third-world feminism.  But I can't settle, so any suggestions are welcome.

Kathryn Norlock

Philosophy and Religious Studies

St. Mary's College of Maryland

kjnorlock@smcm.edu

________________________________

Syllabus 

Philosophy 325: Feminism and Philosophy 

Kathryn Norlock 

Spring 2005

Description of the Course: This course is an introduction to issues in feminist philosophy, including its critique of Western philosophy and its contributions to major areas of philosophy such as ethics, social philosophy, theories of human nature, and theories of knowledge. Feminist theory offers a philosophical system, but what its contents are is a matter for some debate. This semester we will start with some analysis of past philosophies and what a feminist critique of them requires, and gradually work from feminist critique of nonfeminist philosophy to a positive account of feminist theory, especially in contemporary philosophy. 

Required Texts (all available in paperback): 

1. Mary Briody Mahowald, ed., Philosophy of Woman (POW) 

2. Nel Noddings, Caring: A Feminine Approach to Moral Education
3. Martha Nussbaum, Women and Human Development
4. Virginia Woolf, A Room of One's Own 

5. Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology
6. Additional required readings will be available on Electronic Reserve 

Course Requirements: 

(1) Readings (assignments begin below). In the lecture portions of the class I will presuppose your familiarity with the readings. Take notes on readings, bring the relevant texts to class, and come with questions. 

(2) Perfect attendance and quality participation is important both to your learning the material and to your grade. More than two absences affect a grade negatively, and will be deducted from the points on the next assignment; good and regular attendance are beneficial. Note that attendance and participation are both required; one is not a substitute for the other. I have never been known to overlook absences in light of energetic yacking when a student shows up. 

(3) Every student will have the opportunity to write a three-to-four- paged discussion paper in order to lead the class for a session; on this day, make enough copies of your paper for everyone in class. This paper should not, not, not be a report on the readings assigned for that day; instead, raise issues and questions as a response to the readings to get the class thinking about directions for further discussion and argumentation. This presentation and paper will be worth 25% of your grade. 

(4) Tutorial papers (more on that below) twice during the semester and a final exam at the end of the semester will comprise the bulk of your grade, and be worth 25% each. 

Mechanics of the course: 

1. Attend every class. 

2. Read assignments before the day they are scheduled. 

3. Respect your co-learners (classmates and professor). This includes sharing responsibility for seeing that as many of your classmates participate as possible. This is your chance to get together and discuss broad issues in a decently small course. You can and should foster each other’s involvement in this process by conscientiously trying not to dominate discussion, by calling on each other, by asking each other questions and listening attentively to the answers. Think of this as a room in which we are all trying to work out our positions and responses to what we read; play nice. 

4. Plan for deadlines. Late assignments will suffer a grade penalty and will not be accepted at all after one week. Exceptions will be made in special circumstances such as serious illness, proof of family emergencies, etc. Failure to start working on papers sooner does not amount to excusable lateness. 

5. Get together. You are encouraged to study together.  Study groups are usually very helpful in relation to philosophy. Think seriously about starting a group, or finding a study partner. Help one another out. I do not grade classes on the curve, so hiding your knowledge from others doesn’t improve your own chance to do well in this class. You’re not in competition with each other for a limited number of As. 

6.  If just one paragraph of one paper is plagiarized, I will give you an F for the course. You may brainstorm together in preparation for papers. But, in the end, your written work must be your own. Plagiarism consists of presenting someone else’s work as though it were your own. Not only is the penalty failure for the entire course, but you should know that you are not allowed to drop a course in which you are penalized with an F for academic misconduct. While working on your papers, be sure to use proper documentation. Ask for advice on how to document sources if you are uncertain. 

7. Learning is much easier if you approach each assignment with the intention to understand why the writer is saying what he or she says, imagine where they’re coming from, and take seriously their reasons. Approaching readings combatively, reading in order to find something to disagree with, or assuming the writer is crazy will block the learning process badly, since you won’t know what they’re trying to claim or why. To understand is not the same thing as to agree or endorse. Understanding adds to your knowledge and does not obligate you to sympathize with or to like the object of your comprehension. 

AND NOW, MY FINAL THOUGHTS: 

Do communicate with me! Make me aware of any course-related problems you are having. Give me your suggestions for improving the course. Tell me your likes and dislikes. The more students I receive feedback from, the better the class as a whole. 

Come to my Office Hours (or make an appointment) whenever you want extra help with the course.  I am a decently responsive email-er, and will always try to respond to a message within 24 hours (although I go from Friday afternoon to Monday morning without checking, so my turn-around time on weekend emails is slower). 

Tentative Schedule Alert: We will try to follow this schedule as closely as possible, but it is incomplete and there will probably be changes. In case you miss a class, it is your responsibility to inform yourself about any changes in schedule so that you can come properly prepared to the next class. 

Schedule of assignments to spring break: 

Week 1 


(W 1/19)
Introduction to the class and in-class writing assignment; reading for next Monday by Nancy Tuana distributed in class and available on e-reserve.

(F 1/21)
NO CLASS for us – Philosophy Dept. faculty retreat all day

Week 2

(M 1/24) 
So, what’s feminism got to do with philosophy?  Discussion of reading by Tuana today.

(W 1/26) 
POW: Plato, pp. 241-256. First discussion paper today.

(F 1/28) 
POW: Aristotle, pp. 266-275.

Week 3 

(M 1/31) 
POW: Rousseau

(W 2/2) 
POW: Wollstonecraft 

(F 2/4) 
Conclude, and review the first two weeks.

Week 4 
Contemporary critiques of the tradition.

(M 2/7) 
Excerpt, from Gender: Carol Gould, “The Woman Question,”

(W 2/9) 
From Gender, Genevieve Lloyd, “The Man of Reason.”

(F 2/11) 
Review and prepare for tutorials; how to write a philosophy paper for me.

Week 5 
TUTORIALS

Week 6 
First Wave Feminism to Second Wave: The 19th-20th centuries in four weeks

(M 2/21) 
POW: Mill and Taylor, “The Subjection of Women”

(W 2/23) 
POW: Gilman

(F 2/25) 
POW: Russell

Week 7 

(M 2/28) 
POW: Beauvoir

(W 3/2 ) 
Woolf 
(F 3/4)
Woolf, cont.
Week 8 
From subordination to Liberation

(M 3/7) 
POW: Eisenstein, on Friedan

(W 3/9) 
POW: Trebilcot


(F 3/11)
Second Wave Radicals! Begin Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology, Introduction

Week 9 
NO CLASSES, SPRING BREAK  

Week 10 


(M 3/21)
Daly, Gyn/Ecology, Prelude and Ch.1

(W 3/23)
Daly, Chapter Seven required, chs. 3-6 recommended

(F 3/25 ) 
Daly, Prelude to the third passage and Chapter Eight required, 9-10 recommended

Week 11 
TUTORIALS

Week 12
And then, a turn in feminist ethics: Caring

M 4/4
Introduction to Care from the Companion
W 4/6
Noddings, Caring, Ch.1

F 4/8
Caring, Ch.2

Week 13 
Caring, and criticisms.

M 4/11 
Caring, Ch.3

W 4/13
Criticisms of care: Claudia Card, in the packet and on e-reserve 

F 4/15 
… and Noddings’ response to Card

Week 14 


M 4/18
Hoagland, in packet

W 4/20
Huston, in packet, and let’s review the care ethic

F 4/22
Martha Nussbaum, caring about justice; read introduction only
Week 15 


M 4/25
Nussbaum, ch. 1

W 4/27
Nussbaum, ch. 2

F 4/29
Nussbaum, ch. 4 (senior theses are due in the Registrar’s office today)

Finals week: Take Home Exam due by Monday, 5/9, end of scheduled final exam time (11:15 am).  Alternate in-class final exam for those who opt out of take-home, in our regular classroom, Monday, 5/9, 9am-11:15am.

Other Relevant Information Regarding Assignments: 

A. What is the deal with these tutorials?

Tutorials are short papers with which you come to my office in pairs and read aloud. You will read your paper to me and to the other student. We will talk about your paper, interrupting you more than once. Then the other student will read her or his paper in the same way. So that we may follow along as you read, hand in three copies of your paper (including the original). Realize that it is your paper that will be graded, not your reading of it or your answering any questions which I or the other student may bring up. The purpose of having you read the paper to me is that I can give you comments directly and suggest ways to improve your future work. This is much easier for me to do, and much more helpful to you, than having you read my comments in dried ink on a dead piece of paper. 
Here is one way to remember what should be in a tutorial paper: 

I. Analysis: summarize and document source(s) 

II. Evaluation: assess strength and significance 

III. Inquiry: suggest uses and refinements 

IV. Personal Response: Thoughts and feelings you have about the material that did not seem to fit in the previous sections of this tutorial. If you have not already indicated what you found most interesting in this material, do that here.
Note: 

Be accurate with respect to what the authors state; in this regard, the most important part of your tutorial paper is the Analysis, especially when you are first learning to do a tutorial paper. As the course goes on, the Analysis will become much easier. Analysis should be the shortest part of the paper, but clear as crystal. 

Tutorial papers must be typed and double-spaced, in a readable 12-point font. I will provide you with structured questions to answer in your paper. 

B. What about these Presentations? 

For your presentations, you will lead a seminar session, being entirely responsible for one of our 50-minute sessions, and using the reading assignment for that day as the raw material for your discussion. The beginning of your presentation will consist of reading aloud from your 3-to-4 paged discussion paper as we read along. We’ll take a minute or two afterward to make notes, jot down questions and ponder, then proceed to ask you questions about your paper. You will be evaluated on the basis of the evidence of your command of the material (content) and on the quality of your presentation (form). Of this discussion paper, more as we approach the first one, but for now you should know that it will not be a mere report of the reading for that day. The discussion paper should instead raise issues and questions as a response to the readings to get the class thinking about directions for further discussion and argumentation. This is your chance for personal reaction, and much less structured than tutorials, so be brave and put yourself in the paper!

C.  What is the deal with the final?

I assign a take-home exam in the last week of class, to be due by the end of our scheduled final exam time.  However, I will be frank; I tend to design difficult finals in light of the fact that you’ll be able to take the exam home to work on it at your own pace.  Some prefer to take the in-class exam rather than battle with the take-home final; therefore, I will hold a final exam as well, and you may choose to either do the take home or come to the classroom and take the final exam at its scheduled time.  I really have no preference, doing one as opposed to the other will not raise or lower you in my estimation, so do whichever you prefer.  Good luck with all that.

D. First Tutorial Questions 

The first paper is necessarily short, and worth 25% of the final grade.  Papers should be typed, double-spaced, in a 12-point font, with numbered pages, perfect grammar, spelling, and punctuation, and well supported with correct and relevant textual citations.  

Answer one question from each part.  Responses should take two or three pages each.  

Part I.  Answer one of the following questions.

1.      Are there commonalities you can find between Rousseau’s views of men and women and Mary Wollstonecraft’s views?  In what ways do they differ?  Which one seems more correct to you, or least incorrect if you disagree with both, and why?

2.      Are there commonalities you can find between Plato’s and Aristotle’s views of men and women?  In what ways do they differ?  Which one seems more correct to you, or least incorrect if you disagree with both, and why?

Part II.  Answer one of the following questions.

1.      What, exactly, is Genevieve Lloyd’s problem with the ideal of Reason?  Identify statements of Aristotle’s that contribute to her argument.  Does she think reason and rationality are still seen as masculine qualities today, or is this no longer the case? Do you agree?

2.  Carol Gould says, on p. 214, “There are two sorts of distortion possible here on ideological grounds: first, the deliberate use of ideological distortion as an instrument for domination; second - - and more significant because more pervasive - - the unconscious ideological distortions which come from the uncritical acceptance of whatever particular view is expedient or current.”  Identify statements of any two authors in POW that work as examples of each kind of ideological distortion.  Do you agree that these two sorts of distortion are at work in the authors we read? 
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