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HoustonPBS plans mini-membership drive to make up shortfall

Station needs to raise $900,000 to reach budget goals by end of the fiscal year.

HOUSTON-July 22, 2009- With the end of their fiscal year fast approaching, HoustonPBS is planning to air a series of popular pledge specials in an effort to raise much needed operational funds by August 31.  The station continues to battle a shortfall since cancelling their September drive because of Hurricane Ike. 

HoustonPBS needs to reach its goal of $5.4 million dollars from individual contributions by the end of August. Currently they have raised $4.3 million.  

“We realize that trying to raise $900,000 in the next few weeks is a daunting challenge but we’re hopeful that the community, which has been so loyal to the station over all these years, will continue to support our efforts to provide quality programming for everyone to enjoy,” says John Hesse, General Manager of HoustonPBS.

The station is trying a number of different approaches to meet their goal, including a direct mail campaign as well as their popular Summer e-Scapes program, where online donations made during the month of July are automatically entered into a drawing to win prizes, including a trip for two to Rome. But it’s their on-air membership campaigns which remain the most successful vehicle for fundraising. Over half of their new members come through on-air drives. 

“We’re aware our viewers are disappointed when their normal viewing schedule is disrupted, and so for our August mini-membership drive we took great care to place these programs around our normal core schedule. People who enjoy Antiques Roadshow, FRONTLINE and NOVA, can still watch those shows at their regular times but it also gives us an opportunity to reach our financial goals so we can continue to provide the programs they love to watch,” says Michal Heiplik, Director of Membership.

Highlights of the August on-air campaign include the locally produced special, Houston Remember When, a two hour special which takes a nostalgic look at our city’s history, and the music special,  Big Band Years, which mixes vintage, live and unreleased footage from the Big Band days. Houston Remember When airs on Wednesday, August 5 at 8pm and Big Band Years airs on Friday, August 7 at 8pm. For more information, visit www.houstonpbs.org. 

About HoustonPBS

HoustonPBS/Channel 8 serves to empower, engage and enrich the lives of the people of Southeast Texas. HoustonPBS provides content and services that advance civic engagement, create an environment for learning and encourage the exchange of diverse perspectives. Millions of people tune in each month to watch quality programs about culture, arts, science, news and national and world affairs as well as award-winning children's programming. 
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