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Alan J. Dettlaff was appointed Dean of the Graduate College of Social Work and 
the inaugural Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair in May 2015.  
Prior to joining the University of Houston, Dean Dettlaff served on the faculty of 
the Jane Addams College of Social Work at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  
He received his bachelor’s degree in social work from TCU, and master’s in 
social work and PhD from the University of Texas at Arlington.  Dean Dettlaff’s 
research focuses on improving outcomes for children and youth in the child 
welfare system through examining and addressing the factors contributing to 
racial disparities and improving cultural responsiveness.  
 
 


