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T a b l e  o f

c o n t e n t s



Assist  undocumented students
that  aspire  to  atta in  a
graduate degree:  At  the

Univers i ty  of  Houston ,

undocumented  s tudents  are  a

smal l  populat ion  of  s tudents  in

graduate  programs .  Since  there

i s  l imi ted  in format ion  of  the

appl icat ion  process  and  f inanc ia l

a id ,  th i s  guide  inc ludes  t ips  and

resources  ava i lab le  to

undocumented  s tudents .

Provide educators  with  a  bas ic
overv iew on how to  ass ist
undocumented graduate
students :  This  guide  wi l l  a l low

educators  to  have  an

unders tanding  on  ways  they  can

advocate  and  support

undocumented  s tudents

interested  in  pursu ing  a

graduate  degree .

This  guide  was  created  with

knowledge  and  exper ience  gained

as  a  graduate  s tudent  at  the

Univers i ty  of  Houston .  The  idea

behind  th i s  guide  i s  to  ass i s t

undocumented  s tudents  nav igate

the  complex i ty  of  the  sys tem  and

pinpoint  i tems  that  may  come

across  dur ing  the  appl icat ion

process  and  beyond .  Please  be

aware  that  each  univers i ty  i s

d i f fe rent  and  may  requi re

addi t iona l  s teps  and  knowledge .

Goals :

Ab o u t

" I  REMEMBER [ARELI  WAS]  PART
OF A GRADUATE SCHOOL PANEL
AND WAS INSPIRED BY [HER]  TO
CONTINUE TO DO GRAD SCHOOL.
PRIOR TO THAT CONVERSATION,  I

HADN'T  EVEN THOUGHT ABOUT
GOING TO GRAD SCHOOL,  MAINLY

BECAUSE I  THOUGHT THAT I
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO AFFORD

IT AND THAT MASTER'S
PROGRAMS WERE NOT GOING TO

ACCEPT ME."
 

STEPHANIE RENDON
DACA  RECIPIENT
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FAQ s
A SET OF QUESTIONS THAT MAY COME UP FOR
STUDENTS WHEN INTERESTED IN GRAD SCHOOL

OVER 450,000
UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS
ATTEND HIGHER EDUCATION,
BUT LESS PURSUE GRADUATE
AND PROFESSIONAL
DEGREES DUE TO SYSTEMIC
ROADBLOCKS (PRESIDENTS'
ALLIANCE,  2020)

CAN I  GO TO GRAD SCHOOL EVEN
THOUGH I 'M UNDOCUMENTED?
Yes. Public universities allow

undocumented students to pursue a

graduate degree. Private universities

may also be an option (see page 4).

Navigating Graduate School: Resource

Guide for Undocumented Students

CAN I  APPLY FOR TASFA WHILE IN
GRAD SCHOOL?
Yes, TASFA (Texas financial aid)

applicants have been receiving funds

for graduate programs.

CAN I  GO TO AN OUT OF STATE
UNIVERSITY?
Each state has different laws for

undocumented students. Here are the

laws per state.

CAN I  STILL  APPLY FOR DACA?
Only current beneficiaries can reapply

for DACA.  Click here for the USCIS

website for updates.

https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Navigating-Graduate-School_-Resource-Guide-for-Undocumented-Stude-1.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/tuition-benefits-for-immigrants.aspx
https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-of-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca


Def in ing Undocumented
Immigrants

Accord ing  to  the  Bipar t i san

Pol icy  Center ,  "Unauthor ized

immigrants  are  fo re ign -born

persons  in  the  United  States  who

entered  i l l ega l l y  or  who  were

lawfu l l y  admit ted  but  overs tayed

the i r  per iod  of  admiss ion . "

Undocumented  immigrants  are

not  l ega l l y  a l lowed  to  work  in

th i s  country ,  and  "As ide  f rom

certa in  re l ie f  except ions ,  they

are  a lso  ine l ig ib le  fo r  v i sas  and

cons idered  inadmiss ib le  fo r

v io lat ing  immigrat ion  l aw . "

Deferred Act ion for  Chi ldhood
Arr iva ls  (DACA)

DACA  i s  an  execut ive  order  that

a l lows  qual i f ied  ind iv idua ls

at ta in  a  soc ia l  secur i ty  number ,

employment  author izat ion ,  s tate

dr iver 's  l i cense  or  ident i f icat ion ,

and  protect ion  f rom  deportat ion

for  a  cer ta in  t ime  per iod .  Due  to

constant  changes  in  DACA

pol icy ,  only  those  that  a l ready

are  DACA  rec ip ients  can  apply

for  renewal  and  they  must  renew

every  year .

Stay  up  to  date  with  DACA

updates  on  the  USCIS  webs i te .
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U n d e r s t a n d i n g  u n d o c u m e n t e d

s t u d e n t s

U n d o c u m e n t e d  S t u d e n t s  i n  T exa s

q u a l i fy  f o r  i n -s t a t e  t u i t i o n

House  Bi l l  1403  was  passed  in  2001  in  Texas  by  bipar t i san  support ;

th i s  bi l l  grants  undocumented  s tudents  in -s tate  tu i t ion  and  s tate

f inanc ia l  a id  (Texas  Higher  Educat ion  Coord inat ing  Board ,  2008 ) .

In  2005 ,  the  Texas  government  passed  Senate  Bi l l  1528  that

amended  HB  1403  to  inc lude  requi rements  such  as  a  s tudent

must  l i ve  in  Texas  up  to  3  years  before  graduat ing  f rom  a  Texas

h igh  school ,  must  res ide  in  Texas  up  to  3  years  before  enro l l ing  at

a  higher  educat ion  ins t i tut ion ,  and  s ign  an  af f idav i t  “ ind icat ing  an

intent  to  apply  fo r  Permanent  Res ident  s tatus  as  soon  as  able  to

do  so ”  (Texas  Higher  Educat ion  Coord inat ing  Board ,  2008 )

Cl ick  here  fo r  a  di rect  overv iew  of  Res idency  &  In -State  Tui t ion

*See  page  5  fo r  Texas  Appl icat ion  fo r  State  F inanc ia l  Aid  (TASFA )

resources

https://www.uscis.gov/archive/consideration-of-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca
https://uleadnet.org/map/texas-policy
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t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s

Ask  admiss ion  coord inators  or

educators  you  t rust  i f  fee

waivers  are  ava i lab le  fo r

appl icat ion  and  exam  fees

Reach  out  to  facu l ty ,  s tudents ,

and  a lumni  when  poss ib le  to

get  ins ights  i f  th i s  program  i s

r ight  fo r  you

Important  T ips :

Important  L inks :
UndocuGrads  Workshop :  Learn

How  to  Apply  &  Nav igate

Graduate  School  as  an

Undocumented  Student

The  Col lege  Guide  fo r  Adv is ing

Undocumented  Students

Access  to  Postsecondary

Educat ion  Toolk i t

Tu i t ion  Benef i t s  fo r  Immigrants

per  State

Pr ivate  Col leges  that  Accept

Undocumented  Students  as

Domest ic  Students  2  

Healthcare  Career  L inks :
Pre -Heal th  Dreamers  (PHD )

2020  Guidance  fo r  Res idency

Programs  on  Cons ider ing

Appl icants  with  DACA

" I 'VE LEARNED THAT FEAR
AND OBSTACLES CAN LIMIT
YOUR DREAMS AND DEFINE

YOUR PATH.   IT  BLINDS YOUR
VISION AND LEAVES YOU

BELIEVING THAT YOU HAVE
MADE IT  AS FAR AS YOU

CAN.  GOING THROUGH THIS
JOURNEY IT  IS

INDISPENSABLE TO BELIEVE
IN YOURSELF,  TO BE

EMPOWERED,  TO GO BEYOND
THE LIMITS YOU SEE."

BERENICE HERNANDEZ-
BECERRA,  LMSW

FORMER  DACA  RECIPIENT

GCSW  ALUMNI  ' 16

https://mydocumentedlife.org/2020/05/16/undocugrads-workshop-learn-how-to-apply-navigate-graduate-school-as-an-undocumented-student/
http://e3alliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Spring-2015-College-Guide-for-Advising-Undocumented-Students-092415.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit/eduaccesstoolkit2/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/tuition-benefits-for-immigrants.aspx
https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/12/05/six-more-private-colleges-that-admit-undocumented-students-as-domestic-students/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/12/05/six-more-private-colleges-that-admit-undocumented-students-as-domestic-students/
https://www.phdreamers.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b453764f93fd480d1fcc9f9/t/5f0e5a81451a530cf1f4a130/1594776193765/2020+Guidance+for+Residency+Programs+on+Considering+Applicants+with+DACA+%283%29+%281%29.pdf


Local  Informat ion

TASFA Resources

AIE  TASFA  Ins t ruct ions

Col lege  fo r  a l l  Texans

TASFA .Net

Cafe  Col lege  Houston

 

Texas  AFL -CIO

UH Resources

Cougar  Promise

Graduate  School  Fund

Alternat ive  F inancia l  Opt ions

Loans
Undocumented  s tudents  may  not

be  e l ig ib le  fo r  Student  Loans

unless  they  have  a  c i t i zen  co -

s igner .  In  th i s  case ,  s tudents  may

search  fo r  a l ternat ive  loan

opt ions .

Limitat ions  
In ternsh ips  or  fe l lowships  that  are

government  sponsored  may

requi re  s tudents  to  have  l ega l

s tatus  unless  s tated  otherwise .

Simi la r l y ,  conference  fees

s t ipends  that  are  of fe red  may  not

be  ava i lab le  to  undocumented

students  and  s tudents  wi l l  have  to

pay  fo r  room  &  board  fo r

conferences .
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S e a r c h i n g  f o r  F u n d i n g

N a t i o n a l  S c h o l a r s h i p  L i s t s

Dream .US  Scholarsh ip

Hispanic  Scholarsh ip  Fund

Hispanic  Scholarsh ip  Consort ium

La  Unidad  Lat ina  Foundat ion  (LULF )

Golden  Door  Scholars

Uni ted  States  Hispanic  Leadersh ip  Ins t i tute

MALDEF

Migrant  Network  Coal i t ion  (under  educat ion  in i t ia t i ves )

Paul  &  Daisy  Soros  Fe l lowships

Immigrant  Ris ing :  Undergraduate  Scholarsh ip  L i s t

Immigrant  Ris ing :  Graduate  Scholarsh ip  L i s t

My  Undocumented  L i fe  -  Grad  School  Funding

My  Undocumented  L i fe  -  Col lege  Scholarsh ips

Scholarsh ips  A -Z

https://www.aie.org/get-ready-for-college/paying-for-college/financial-aid-101/completing-texas-application-state-financial-aid-tasfa/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=A3119543-CBF8-C202-F1B0EEFD5F4B9805
https://tasfa.net/english/
http://cafecollegehouston.org/
https://www.texasaflcio.org/scholarship
https://uh.edu/financial/undergraduate/types-aid/incentives/cougar-promise/?utm_source=ad&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_campaign=cougarpromise
https://uh.edu/graduate-school/graduate-funding/
https://www.thedream.us/
https://www.hsf.net/
https://www.hispanicscholar.org/
https://www.lulf.org/
https://www.goldendoorscholars.org/
https://www.ushli.org/
https://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/
https://mnclex.org/
https://www.pdsoros.org/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/list-of-undergraduate-scholarships/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/list-of-graduate-scholarships/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/category/grad-school-funding/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/category/college-scholarships/
http://www.scholarshipsaz.org/


Stay ing  invo lved  and  making

connect ions  with  s tudents  can

help  create  a  welcoming  space .

Don ' t  fo rget  to  take  care  of

yourse l f ,  not  jus t  heal thwise  but

hav ing  a  proper  soc ia l  network  i s

c r i t ica l  fo r  the  success  of  graduate

students .

F inding  at  l east  one  mentor  wi l l

a l low  s tudents  to  thr i ve  in  the i r

educat ion  and  career  path .

UH Campus Resources
Youth  Empowerment  Al l iance  at

UH  -  in fo@uhyea .org

 

Coogs  Cupboard

 

Counse l ing  and  Psycholog ica l

Serv ices

 

Urban  Exper ience  Program  (UEP )

Mental  Health
Immigrants  Ris ing ’s  Menta l  Heal th

Connector

 

Immigrants  Ris ing ’s  Vi r tua l

Wel lness  Gather ings  fo r

Undocumented  Young  People

 

Menta l  Heal th  Resources  For  DACA

Recip ients  and  Undocumented

Fami l ies  in  Houston

Physical  Health
Harr i s  County  Gold  Card

 

Houston  Food  Bank

Houston  Case  Managers

 

Important  T ips :

n ew  exp e r i e n c e  &  

M a k i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s

https://www.facebook.com/uhyouthalliance
https://uh.edu/dsaes/cougarcupboard/
https://www.uh.edu/caps/
https://uh.edu/uep/
https://immigrantsrising.org/mental-health-connector/
https://immigrantsrising.org/wellnessgatherings/
https://catholiccharities.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Mental-Health-Resources-for-DREAMers-Undocu-families_.pdf
https://www.harrishealth.org/access-care-hh/eligibility
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
https://www.houstoncasemanagers.com/


Students  of ten  seek  educators

that  can  advocate  on  the i r

par t  or  opportuni t ies  to

connect

Acknowledge  and  unders tand

undocumented  s tudents ,  and

know  that  not  a l l  s tudents

have  DACA  nor  a  pathway  to

c i t i zensh ip

Bui ld  networks  fo r  s tudents

for  support  and  mentorsh ip

opportuni t ies ,  e .g .  Las

Comadres

Undocumented  s tudents  may

be  l abe led  as  in ternat iona l

s tudents  even  i f  they  are

Texas  Res idents .  

Students  may  not  be

cons idered  fo r  the  UH

Graduate  School  Fund

because  they  f i l l  out  TASFA .

This  wi l l  requi re  adv isors  to

contact  the  Graduate  School .

Addit ional  Support  Needed:

i m p o r t a n t  g u i d e s  f o r  e d u c a t o r s

Resource  Guide :  Support ing  Undocumented  Youth

Removing  Barr ie rs  to  Higher  Educat ion  fo r  Undocumented

Students

In  the  Shadows  of  the  I vory  Tower :  Undocumented

Undergraduates  and  the  L imina l  State  of  Immigrat ion  Reform

DACA  Guide  fo r  Educators

Immschools  Educator  &  School  Guide :  Support ing

Undocumented  Fami l ies  dur ing  COVID - 19

Important  Note :  Most  of  these  guides  were  created  between

2012 -2015 ,  please  not  that  l aws  may  have  changed  s ince  then .
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f o r  e d u c a t o r s
STUDENTS WANT EDUCATORS TO KNOW.. .

https://uh.edu/uep/las-comadres/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/supporting-undocumented-youth.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/UndocHigherEd-report2.pdf?_ga=2.147109170.401313466.1603244274-1890188135.1603244274
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2hq679z4
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/DACA-Guide-for-Teachers-2014-updated.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5b33fc5766fa842fe7f31931/5e960fe234d6a764cb17953c_ImmSchools%20COVID19%20Educator%20Resource.pdf


"WHILE I  WAS A STUDENT I
WAS OFTEN ASKED,  WHY I

WOULD PURSUE A DEGREE IF
I  WAS UNABLE TO WORK
LEGALLY.  IT  WAS A HARD

QUESTION AS I  OFTEN ASKED
MYSELF THE SAME THING,

YET IT  ALWAYS CAME AS A
REALIZATION THAT ANY

EDUCATION,  EXPERIENCE,  OR
TRAINING I  RECEIVED FROM
THIS EDUCATION JOURNEY
WOULD BE MINE FOREVER
AND NO ONE COULD TAKE
THAT AWAY.  I  WOULD BE

READY TO FACE THE
INCOMING FUTURE."

MIRLA LOPEZ
DACA  RECIPIENT

LAST UPDATED 1 - 16-2021
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Ad v i c e  f o r  S t u d e n t s

Ins t i tut ions  of ten  l imi t

undocumented  s tudents  by

label ing  them  as  in ternat iona l

s tudents  or  not  prov id ing

informat ion  on  funding .  

Don ' t  be  af ra id  to  advocate  fo r

yourse l f .

Don ' t  give  up  when  doors  c lose ,

you  may  f ind  a  so lut ion  when

you  keep  pushing  fo rward .

Alternat ive  funding  may  come

from  non -s tudent  loans  that  do

not  requi re  us  to  have  soc ia l

secur i ty  numbers .

Hav ing  f r iends  in  school  and

outs ide  of  school  wi l l  a l low  you

to  cont inue  pursu ing  your

educat ion  and  they  are  part  of

se l f -care  dur ing  tough  t imes .

F inding  mentors  in  educators ,

a lumni ,  s tudents ,  and  people  in

the  career  f ie ld  you ' re  in terested

in  i s  helpfu l  when  guidance  i s

needed  or  to  understand

s i tuat ions  we  encounter .
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Helpful  L inks :

Bas ic  Facts  About

Entrepreneursh ip

UndocuHust le

L i fe  After  Col lege :  A  Guide  fo r

Undocumented  Students

SER  Jobs  Houston

BakerRip ley  Entrepreneur

Connect ion

Higher  educat ion  i s  not  fo r

everyone ,  some  of  the  resources

on  th i s  page  focus  on  bus iness

s tar t  ups ,  s tar t ing  an  LLC ,  and

learn ing  a  t rade

Some  employment  opt ions  may

not  be  ava i lab le  fo r  everyone ,  so

i t  i s  better  to  research  career

paths  before  dec id ing .  For

example ,  undocumented  people

with  and  without  DACA  cannot

work  at  re f inery  plants  due  to

the  l ack  of  immigrat ion  s tatus .

a l t e r n a t i v e  c a r e e r  o p t i o n s

"GROWING UP UNDOCUMENTED,  SOME OF US HAVE THIS
IDEA THAT THERE’S  NO POINT IN GOING TO SCHOOL TO
ACHIEVE ONE'S  DREAM SINCE WE COULDN’T  GET JOBS
ANYWAY.  NOWADAYS WITH DACA IT ’S  POSSIBLE TO
FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS AND IT ’LL  ONLY GET BETTER WITH
TIME FOR OTHER UNDOCUMENTED PEOPLE."

GONZALO VARGAS
DACA  RECIPIENT

https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Basic-Facts-About-Entrepreneurship.pdf
https://undocuhustle.org/
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Life-After-College.pdf
http://serhouston.org/
https://www.bakerripley.org/services/entrepreneur-connection


Important  L inks :

Immigrants  Ris ing

My  Undocumented  L i fe

How  to  Support  Col lege -Bound

Undocumented  Students :  Adv ice

for  Parents

ImmSchools

UndocuScholars

Cathol ic  Char i t ies

Lone  Star  Lega l  Aid

Legal  Ass istance:

BakerRip ley  Cit izensh ip  and

Immigrat ion  Serv ices

Houston  Immigrat ion  Lega l

Col laborat i ve  (HILSC )

Just ice  fo r  Our  Neighbors

Amer ican  Civ i l  L iber t ies  Union

(ACLU )

Raices

Immigrant  Rights  Hot l ine :  1 -833 -

468 -4664

Immigrant  Lega l  Resource  Center

LAST UPDATED 1 - 16-2021
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Ad d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s

"DON'T  BE DISCOURAGED OR AFRAID TO ASK OTHERS
FOR HELP.  YOU ARE NOT ALONE--  THERE ARE SO MANY
PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN YOU AND WHO ARE EAGER TO
HELP YOU MAKE YOUR DREAM A REALITY.  THE JOURNEY
MAY SEEM INSURMOUNTABLE,  BUT WITH THE PROPER
SUPPORT,  ANYTHING IS  POSSIBLE."

ANDREA ORTIZ-J IMENEZ
DACA  RECIPIENT

https://immigrantsrising.org/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/
https://www.iacac.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/E4FC-Parent-Guide.pdf
https://www.immschools.org/
http://www.undocuscholars.org/
https://catholiccharities.org/
http://www.lonestarlegal.org/
https://www.bakerripley.org/citizenship-and-immigration-services
https://www.houstonimmigration.org/
https://www.jfonhouston.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.raicestexas.org/
https://www.houstonimmigration.org/hotline/
https://www.ilrc.org/
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a c k n owl e d g e m e n t s
PEOPLE  BEHIND  THE  SCENES
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I  apprec iate  a l l  the  people  that  helped  make  th i s  happen  with  the i r

words  and  adv ice .  Addit iona l  acknowledgement  and  grat i tude  go  to
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