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UHCOP Professor Vincent H. Tam, 
Pharm.D., BCPS (AQ-ID), FIDSA, has been 
recognized with the 2019 American Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) 
Foundation Literature Award for Sustained 
Contributions. 

Presented to Tam during the 2019 ASHP 
Midyear Clinical Meeting in Las Vegas, 
the award “recognizes a pharmacist with a 
20-year record of publishing high quality 
and impactful peer-reviewed biomedical 
literature.” 

Tam has authored/coauthored more than 
160 papers in peer-reviewed journals since 
2001, including a May 2014 paper pub-
lished in the journal Antimicrobial Agents 
and Chemotherapy that was recognized 
as the Pharmacotherapy Paper of the Year 

Award by the Society of Infectious Diseases 
Pharmacists. He also served as coauthor of 
the “International Consensus Guidelines for 
the Optimal Use of the Polymyxins” in the 
journal Pharmacotherapy, endorsed by several 
U.S. and international organizations. 

Tam has received research support from 

such entities as the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Science Founda-
tion, and is a co-inventor on U.S. patents for 
novel formulations of polymyxin B and a 
rapid diagnostic system to help guide ratio-
nal dosing of antimicrobials at the bedside.

A past member of the SIDP Board of 
Directors, Tam also was the first pharma-
cist elected to the National Foundation for 
Infectious Diseases’ Board of Directors. In 
2018, Tam was inducted as a Fellow of the 
Infectious Diseases Society of America. 

His other honors include the UH Excel-
lence in Research and Scholarship Award 
and team member of the ASHP Best Prac-
tices Award-winning CHI Baylor St. Luke’s 
Medical Center’s Center for Antimicrobial 
Stewardship and Epidemiology. 
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ASHP Student Forum 
Names SSHP Chapter 
as PAI Video Finalist

College to Host ID Fellowship Forum, 
SPAC Events for First Time in June 
UHCOP will pick up first-time hosting honors for this year’s Infec-

tious Diseases Pharmacotherapy Fellowship Forum and the Southern 
Pharmacy Administration Conference (SPAC). 

UHCOP will welcome ID fellows and mentors from across the 
nation to the Marriott Marquis Houston in downtown June 4-7. The 
program will feature moderated podium presentations by fellows as 
well as panel discussions and keynote addresses by leading ID faculty 
focusing on career and research developments.

Dozens of faculty and students also are expected for SPAC 2020, 
which will be held June 11-13 at UHCOP’s Health 2 Building. Ab-
stracts for e-poster or podium presentation are being accepted unitl 
April 4, with all accepted abstracts to be published in the journal 
Research in Social and Administrative Pharmacy. Registration opens 
March 2 and closes May 8. Bernard Harris, M.D., former NASA 
astronaut, CEO of the National Math + Science Initiative, and UH 
alumnus, will be the keynote speaker.  For conference details, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/uh-spac2020.

The UHCOP Chapter of SSHP was one of two nation-
al finalists in the 2019 ASHP Student Forum Practice 
Advancement Initiative (PAI) Video Competition. 

The PAI campaign aims to significantly advance the 
health and well-being of patients by supporting futur-
istic practice models that support the most effective 
use of pharmacists as direct patient care providers. 
Links to the top entries are posted at https://www.
ashp.org/Pharmacy-Student/Programs-and-Awards/
PAI-Video-Competition.

UHCOP also was one of four chapters to be rec-
ognized in October with an Honorable Mention in 
the national 2019 Outstanding PAI Program Award 
competition.



College & Student News

Fifty-five students participated in the UHCOP APhA-ASP Chapter’s 
2020 Patient Counseling Competition, with Pharm.D. candidate Melissa 
Mirjamali announced Jan. 27 as the local competition winner and 
college representative for the national competition. At right, Mirjamali 
(second from right) is pictured with finalists Lina To, Michael Torano 
and Atra Azad. 

APhA-ASP Patient Counseling Competition

UHCOP’s AMCP and IPhO chapters hosted their 5th Annual Round 
Table Event Jan. 24 to connect 75 students with more than 20 man-
aged care and industry pharmacists, including keynote speaker Dom-
inic Vu, Pharm.D. senior vice president at USI Insurance Services. At 
the event, the team of Kim Dinh, Jennifer Nguyen, Grace Pham, Irene 
Huang and Duc Huynh was crowned winner of the local P&T Com-
petition, paving the way for its national competition entry.

AMCP/IPhO Round Table

The UHCOP and TSU SSHP chapters hosted their 5th Annual 
Residency Mentoring Social Jan. 15, which drew 88 students and more 
than 70 current residents and residency program directors from 17 
programs. At right, keynote speaker Jeff Wagner, Pharm.D., MPH, BCPS, 
assistant vice president of Texas Children’s Hospital, is recognized 
by TSU and UH SSHP chapter presidents Uzo Abajue and Alan Luu. 

SSHP Residency Mentoring Social

Several UHCOP Pharm.D. students traveled to Edinburg for the third 
year to participate in the DHR Health Community Health Fair Jan. 18, 
where students and practitioners from various disciplines provided 
more than 100 flu immunizations, 300-plus wellness screenings and 
education on various health and safety topics.  

DHR Community Health Fair in RGV

The UHCOP Chapter of APhA-ASP hosted its second annual Heart 
Hustle 5K Walk/Run Feb. 1 on the UH campus. Despite the chilly 
temperatures, UHCOP students provide wellness screenings and 
education while participants helped the chapter’s Operation Heart 
initiative raise $1,300 for the American Heart Association.

APhA-ASP Heart Hustle 5K



College & Faculty News

Fatin Atrooz, Ph.D., postdoctoral research associate under Asso-
ciate Professor Samina Salim, Ph.D., was recognized with a “paper 
excellence award” for her project, “Assessment of sleep and wakeful-
ness pattern in an animal model of early-life sleep deprivation” at the 
755th International Conference on Science, Technology and Manage-
ment Dec. 26-27 in Dubai, U.A.E.

• • • • • • • • • • 

Diana S-L. Chow, Ph.D., FNAI, and Ming Hu, Ph.D., professors 
of pharmaceutics, have been named as the John J. Lovoi Sr. Endowed 
Professor of Drug Discovery and Development and Diana S-L. Chow 
Endowed Professor of Drug Discovery and Development.

• • • • • • • • • •

Jason Eriksen, Ph.D., associate professor, has been elected as a Se-
nior Member of the National Academy of Inventors. Eriksen also re-
cently received a $75,000 UH 2019 Chancellor’s Bridging Technology 
Fund grant for his project, “Fast Multiplex Microscopy Using Serial 
Ablation Lathe Tomography.”  

• • • • • • • • • •

Hanan Qasim, Pharmacology Ph.D. candidate working under 
the mentorship of Associate Professor Bradley K. McConnell, Ph.D., 
FAHA, FCVS, has been awarded a travel award from the American 
Society of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics to present 
her project, “Cardiac AKAP12 Signalosome Overexpression Exacer-
bates Isoproterenol Induced Heart Failure,” at Experimental Biology 
2020 April 4-7 in San Diego, Calif. 

• • • • • • • • • •

Swarnava Sanyal, Pharmaceutical Health Outcomes and Policy 
Ph.D. candidate, has been selected as the inaugural Humana Gradu-
ate Research Assistant Fellow in Health Outcomes as part of a new 
collaboration between the college’s PHOP department and Humana 
Pharmacy Solutions.

• • • • • • • • • •

Satya Shukla, Ph.D., postdoctoral research associate under Associ-
ate Professor Gomika Udugamasooriya, Ph.D., won first place in the 
UH Postdoctoral Research Symposium Dec. 14 for his oral presenta-
tion, “Structural diversification of lipid-phosphatidylserine (PS) tar-
geting peptide-peptoid hybrid compound PPS1.”

UHCOP STARTS 2020 WITH RETIREMENT, PROMOTIONS AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

With the start of the new year, 
UH College of Pharmacy has bid 
farewell, bestowed congratula-
tions and announced appoint-
ments as part of its faculty and 
administrative teams. 

Andrea L. Smesny, Pharm.D., 
MPH, executive associate dean 
and clinical assistant professor, 
retired in January after 20 years at 
UHCOP. Smesny joined the college as a director over the Pharm.D. 
student experiential outreach/wellness programs. She later became 
Assistant Dean of Student and Professional Affairs, then Associ-
ate Dean of Academic Affairs before being promoted to her most 
recent post. Smesny played a major role in ensuring the success of 
the college’s new Pharm.D. curriculum, state-of-the-art building, and 
uninterrupted accreditation.

Paige Pitman, Pharm.D., MBA, clinical assistant professor, has 
been appointed as Smesny’s successor in the role of executive associ-
ate dean. Pitman is a graduate of UHCOP, the University of Florida 
and UH’s Bauer College of Business. Pitman most recently served 
as assistant dean of Student and Professional Affairs, and previ-
ously served as director of Pharm.D. Admissions and Recruiting. 
Her professional career includes management, clinical coordinator 
and clinical pharmacy posts at UTMB Galveston and CHI Baylor St. 
Luke’s Medical Center. 

Kimberly Nguyen, Pharm.D., 
clinical assistant professor, has 
been promoted to succeed Pitman 
as Assistant Dean of Student and 
Professional Affairs. A UHCOP 
alumna, Nguyen joined the col-
lege as director of Institutional 
Based APPEs after working in 
clinical pharmacy at Houston 
Methodist Hospital and residency 

programs at Dallas Veterans Affairs Medical Center and The Univer-
sity of Texas-MD Anderson Cancer Center. 

Karina Garza, Pharm.D., joined the college as a clinical assistant 
professor with the Rio Grande Valley Pharm.D. Satellite Program 
in Edinburg. Garza is a graduate of The University of Texas Col-
lege of Pharmacy/UT-Pan American Pharm.D. program. During her 
career, Garza has held clinical and management/leadership positions 
at Knapp Medical Center in Weslaco and Prime Mission Regional 
Medical Center in Mission. She is a past president of the Rio Grande 
Valley Society of Health-System Pharmacists.

Mabel Truong, Pharm.D., BCPS, joined the college as a clinical 
assistant professor and Nguyen’s successor as director, Institutional 
APPEs. A UHCOP alumna, Truong completed a PGY1 residency at 
Saint Joseph East in Lexington, Ky., after graduation, then worked as 
a clinical pharmacist at University of Louisville Hospital in Louis-
ville, Ky., and Clear Lake Regional Medical Center in Webster, Texas. 
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Recent Publications

Risk of pneumonia associated with atypical antipsychotic use in nursing 
home residents with Parkinson’s disease. Chekani F, Holmes HM, 
Johnson ML, Chen H, Sherer JT, Aparasu RR. J Psychiatr Res. 2019 
Oct;117:116-121. doi: 10.1016/j.jpsychires.2019.07.005. 
Molecular epidemiology of Clostridioides difficile in domestic dogs 
and zoo animals. Alam MJ, McPherson J, Miranda J, Thrall A, Ngo 
V, Kessinger R, Begum K, Marin M, Garey KW. Anaerobe. 2019 
Oct;59:107-111. doi: 10.1016/j.anaerobe.2019.06.005. 
Enhancing Statin Adherence Using a Motivational Interviewing 
Intervention and Past Adherence Trajectories in Patients with 
Suboptimal Adherence. Abughosh SM, Vadhariya A, Johnson ML, 
Essien EJ, Esse TW, Serna O, Gallardo E, Boklage SH, Choi J, Holstad 
MM, Fleming ML. J Manag Care Spec Pharm. 2019 Oct;25(10):1053-
1062. doi: 10.18553/jmcp.2019.25.10.1053. PMID: 31556824
Identification of side arm-modified DOTA scaffolds as multi-site binding 
ligands for cancer cells over normal cells. Rustagi V, Udugamasooriya 
DG. Bioorg Med Chem Lett. 2019 Oct 1;29(19):126619. doi: 10.1016/j.
bmcl.2019.08.023.
Kidney dopamine D1-like receptors and angiotensin 1-7 interaction 
inhibits renal Na+ transporters. Banday AA, Diaz AD, Lokhandwala 
M. Am J Physiol Renal Physiol. 2019 Oct 1;317(4):F949-F956. doi: 
10.1152/ajprenal.00135.2019. 
Absence of gravin-mediated signaling inhibits development of high-
fat diet-induced hyperlipidemia and atherosclerosis. Fan Q, Yin X, 
Rababa’h A, Diaz Diaz A, Wijaya CS, Singh S, Suryavanshi SV, Vo HH, 
Saeed M, Zhang Y, McConnell BK. Am J Physiol Heart Circ Physiol. 
2019 Oct 1;317(4):H793-H810. doi: 10.1152/ajpheart.00215.2019. 
Targeting MDM2 for novel molecular therapy: Beyond oncology. Wang 
W, Qin JJ, Rajaei M, Li X, Yu X, Hunt C, Zhang R. Med Res Rev. 2019 
Oct 6. doi: 10.1002/med.21637. Review. 
Three-Dimensional Microscopy by Milling with Ultraviolet 
Excitation. Guo J, Artur C, Eriksen JL, Mayerich D. Sci Rep. 2019 Oct 
10;9(1):14578. doi: 10.1038/s41598-019-50870-1. 
Activity of Hospital Disinfectants against Vegetative Cells and Spores of 
Clostridioides difficile Embedded in Biofilms. Rashid T, Haghighi F, Hasan 
I, Bassères E, Alam MJ, Sharma SV, Lai D, DuPont HL, Garey KW. 
Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 2019 Oct 14. pii: AAC.01031-19. doi: 
10.1128/AAC.01031-19.
Genetic ablation of purine salvage in Cryptosporidium parvum reveals 
nucleotide uptake from the host cell. Pawlowic MC, Somepalli M, 
Sateriale A, Herbert GT, Gibson AR, Cuny GD, Hedstrom L, Striepen 
B. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2019 Oct 15;116(42):21160-21165. doi: 
10.1073/pnas.1908239116. 
Mapping low-affinity/high-specificity peptide-protein interactions 
using ligand-footprinting mass spectrometry. Parker BW, Goncz EJ, 
Krist DT, Statsyuk AV, Nesvizhskii AI, Weiss EL. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S 
A. 2019 Oct 15;116(42):21001-21011. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1819533116. 
Copper-64 Labeled PEGylated Exosomes for In Vivo Positron Emission 
Tomography and Enhanced Tumor Retention. Shi S, Li T, Wen X, Wu 
SY, Xiong C, Zhao J, Lincha VR, Chow DS, Liu Y, Sood AK, Li C. 
Bioconjug Chem. 2019 Oct 16;30(10):2675-2683. doi: 10.1021/acs.
bioconjchem.9b00587.  
Complete Genome Sequence of Clostridioides difficile Ribotype 255 Strain 
Mta-79, Assembled Using Oxford Nanopore and Illumina Sequencing. 
Spinler JK, Gonzales-Luna AJ, Raza S, Runge JK, Luna RA, Savidge TC, 
Garey KW. Microbiol Resour Announc. 2019 Oct 17;8(42). pii: e00935-
19. doi: 10.1128/MRA.00935-19. 
Unbiased peptoid combinatorial cell screen identifies plectin protein as 
a potential biomarker for lung cancer stem cells. Raymond AC, Gao B, 
Girard L, Minna JD, Gomika Udugamasooriya D. Sci Rep. 2019 Oct 
18;9(1):14954. doi: 10.1038/s41598-019-51004-3. 
A CTC-Cluster-Specific Signature Derived from OMICS Analysis of 

Patient-Derived Xenograft Tumors Predicts Outcomes in Basal-Like 
Breast Cancer. Thangavel H, Angelis C, Vasaikar S, Bhat R, Jolly MK, 
Nagi C, Creighton CJ, Chen F, Dobrolecki LE, George JT, Kumar T, 
Abdulkareem NM, Mao S, Nardone A, Rimawi M, Osborne CK, Lewis 
MT, Levine H, Zhang B, Schiff R, Giuliano M, Trivedi MV. J Clin Med. 
2019 Oct 24;8(11). pii: E1772. doi: 10.3390/jcm8111772. 
Evaluation of the predictive role of tumor immune infiltrate in HER2-
positive breast cancer patients treated with neoadjuvant anti-HER2 
therapy without chemotherapy. De Angelis C, Nagi C, Hoyt CC, Liu L, 
Roman K, Wang C, Zheng Y, Veeraraghavan J, Sethunath V, Nuciforo 
P, Wang T, Tsimelzon A, Mao S, Hilsenbeck SG, Trivedi MV, Cataldo 
ML, Pavlick A, Wolff AC, Weigelt B, Reis-Filho JS, Prat A, Gutierrez C, 
Osborne CK, Rimawi MF, Schiff R. Clin Cancer Res. 2019 Oct 25. pii: 
clincanres.1402.2019. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-19-1402.
A Comprehensive Update on the Problem of Blood Culture 
Contamination and a Discussion of Methods for Addressing the 
Problem. Doern GV, Carroll KC, Diekema DJ, Garey KW, Rupp ME, 
Weinstein MP, Sexton DJ. Clin Microbiol Rev. 2019 Oct 30;33(1). pii: 
e00009-19. doi: 10.1128/CMR.00009-19. Print 2019 Dec 18. Review. 
Conversion of human cardiac progenitor cells into cardiac pacemaker-
like cells. Raghunathan S, Islas JF, Mistretta B, Iyer D, Shi L, Gunaratne 
PH, Ko G, Schwartz RJ, McConnell BK. J Mol Cell Cardiol. 2019 Oct 31. 
pii: S0022-2828(19)30196-8. doi: 10.1016/j.yjmcc.2019.09.015.
Comparative in vitro pharmacodynamic analysis of isavuconazole, 
voriconazole, and posaconazole against clinical isolates of aspergillosis, 
mucormycosis, fusariosis, and phaeohyphomycosis. Lewis RE, Wurster 
S, Beyda ND, Albert ND, Kontoyiannis DP. Diagn Microbiol Infect Dis. 
2019 Nov;95(3):114861. doi: 10.1016/j.diagmicrobio.2019.06.013. 
Role of angiotensin type 2 receptor in improving lipid metabolism 
and preventing adiposity. Nag S, Patel S, Mani S, Hussain T. Mol 
Cell Biochem. 2019 Nov;461(1-2):195-204. doi: 10.1007/s11010-019-
03602-y. 
Sodium butyrate attenuates angiotensin II-induced cardiac hypertrophy 
by inhibiting COX2/PGE2 pathway via a HDAC5/HDAC6-
dependent mechanism. Zhang L, Deng M, Lu A, Chen Y, Chen Y, Wu 
C, Tan Z, Boini KM, Yang T, Zhu Q, Wang L. J Cell Mol Med. 2019 
Dec;23(12):8139-8150. doi: 10.1111/jcmm.14684.
Multiplex protein-specific microscopy with ultraviolet surface 
excitation. Guo J, Artur C, Womack T, Eriksen JL, Mayerich D. Biomed 
Opt Express. 2019 Dec 6;11(1):99-108. doi: 10.1364/BOE.11.000099. 
eCollection 2020 Jan 1.
Nicotine instigates podocyte injury via NLRP3 inflammasomes 
activation. Singh GB, Kshirasagar N, Patibandla S, Puchchakayala G, 
Koka S, Boini KM. Aging (Albany NY). 2019 Dec 13;11(24):12810-
12821. doi: 10.18632/aging.102611. 
Effects of inflammation on irinotecan pharmacokinetics and 
development of a best-fit PK model. Chityala PK, Wu L, Chow DS, 
Ghose R. Chem Biol Interact. 2019 Dec 20;316:108933. doi: 10.1016/j.
cbi.2019.108933. 
Local Tissue Response to Subcutaneous Administration of Ceftriaxone 
in an Animal Model. Tam VH, Cohen DN, Ledesma KR, Guillory B, 
Chan K, Garey KW. Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 2019 Dec 23. pii: 
AAC.02090-19. doi: 10.1128/AAC.02090-19. 
Acute changes in colonic PGE2 levels as a biomarker of efficacy after 
treatment of the Pirc (F344/NTac-Apc am1137) rat with celecoxib. Yun 
C, Dashwood WM, Li L, Yin T, Ulusan AM, Shatzer K, Gao S, Ruan 
KH, Hu M. Inflamm Res. 2020 Jan;69(1):131-137. doi: 10.1007/s00011-
019-01300-5. 
Sun R, Basu S, Zeng M, Sunsong R, Li L, Ghose R, Wang W, Liu Z, 
Hu M, Gao S.  Xiao-Chai-Hu-Tang (XCHT) Intervening Irinotecan’s 
Disposition: The Potential of XCHT in Alleviating Irinotecan-Induced 
Diarrhea. Curr Cancer Drug Targets. 2019;19(7):551-560. doi: 10.2174/1
568009618666181029153255. 


