
 

Copyright © 2012 by Faculty Development and Instructional Support (FDIS)  
54 M.D. Anderson L ibrary,  University of  Houston,  TX 77204 -5046; (832)842-2147 

 

Educational Technology and University Outreach  FDIS 

Topic 1: Getting Started > How to Create a Peer Grading Assignment in 

Blackboard Learn. 

The Turnitin tool now offers the option to create a Peer Review Assignment. Using the 
PeerMark Assignment, you can have your students peer review one another’s papers. You have 
full control over the number of papers each student must peer review and can assign particular 
students to review specific papers. 
 

Follow the steps below to create a Turnitin Peer Review assignment: 
 
 

1.  Log into Blackboard Learn by going to http://www.uh.edu/blackboard.  

NOTE: If you don’t have a Blackboard account, please contact blackboard@uh.edu for 
obtaining instructions on getting your Blackboard Learn account setup. 

 
2.  Make sure that you have the Edit Mode turned on. 
 

  
 

3. Enter any content page. Content pages are any with the tabs at the top for Build Content, 
Create Assessment, Add Interactive Tool, and Assign Textbook. From that page, choose the 
tab for Create Assessment and choose the option for Turnitin Assignment. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.uh.edu/blackboard
mailto:blackboard@uh.edu
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4. When you choose this option, a user agreement screen may pop up the first time. You must 

select that you are at least 13 years of age. Then, hit the button for “I agree—continue.” 

 

 
 

5. On the next screen, you will have the option to choose the assignment type. In general, 

you will use the Paper Assignment. The PeerMark Assignment allows you to open 

assignments for peer review, and the Revision Assignment allows you to create a 

revision assignment based on an existing assignment.  
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6. On the page for PeerMark Settings, choose the assignment you wish to link this to by 

using the drop-down menu. 

      

7. Assign the point value you wish to associate with this assignment. You can choose to 
award full points for the student simply writing the review by selecting that option. 

 
 

8. If you select the link for Show Options, it will take you to additional options for the 
assignment. You can choose to title the assignment as well as add additional 
instructions.  

 
9. You can choose to allow students to view author and reviewer names if you wish for 

students to know whose paper they are reviewing and who has reviewed their paper. 
You can also choose to allow students who failed to submit the original assignment to 
review a paper. Choose these options by selecting the box next to each.  
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10. You can adjust the dates by either typing in the date or selecting the calendar and 
selecting the date through there. The start date is the date the assignment will be made 
available to students. The due date is the date when the assignment is due. The post 
date is the date when graded GradeMark papers will be made available to students. This 
date does not affect when the grades will be made available in the grade book but needs 
to be set for after the due date. 
 

      
 

11. If you select to Show Options, you will get additional items to choose for allowing student 
access to papers. The first option allows submitters to read all papers after the start 
date. The second option allows readers to read all papers and all reviews after the post 
date.  

 

 
12. If all of your settings are correct, you will select the button to Save & Continue. 
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13. You can select how the papers in the PeerMark system are distributed. The default 
settings are shown below. To change these, select the link to Edit. 

 

 
14. When you select that option, it will allow you to change the number of papers that are 

automatically distributed to students by the PeerMark system, the number of papers that 
are selected by the student, and whether or not you want students to do a self-review. 
When you have the options selected, choose to save. You will notice that as you change 
the options, the number of total reviews will change to match your choices. 

 

 
15. If you select to show more distribution options, it will allow you to set how you wish for 

student papers to be distributed. You can choose to match specific students or exclude 
students from the distribution. 
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16. If you choose to pair students, a menu will appear with options to browse for students. If 
you select the link, a drop-down menu will appear allowing you to select the students 
you wish. The first student is the one who will review the paper, and the second student 
is the one whose paper they will review. When you’ve selected the pair, choose the 
option to save the pair. You can then create additional pairs.  

 
 

17. You may also choose to exclude a student. By doing this, the student will not receive a 
paper to review and will have their paper excluded from being reviewed. Select the 
option to Browse for Student and choose the student you wish to exclude. When 
finished, select Save Exclusion. You may then choose to exclude additional students if 
you wish. 

 

 
 

18. When you are finished selecting students to pair or exclude (an optional step), select 
Save & Continue. 

 

 
19. At the top of the next area, you will see a link that says “Click here to add instructions.” 

 

 
Once you select to add instructions, a window will appear for you to type your 
instructions for students. Once you type them, select to Save Instructions. 
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20.  You can choose to create specific questions that you wish the reviewers to answer 
while looking over the papers. To do that, select the button for Add Question. From 
there, you can choose to add a free response question, a question involving a scale, or a 
question from the sample library. 

 

 
 

21. If you choose to add a Free Response, you can type the question you want them to 
answer while reviewing in the Question field. You can also set a minimum answer length 
that they must meet in order to receive credit for the review. When finished entering your 
information, choose to Add Question.  

 

 
22. If you wish to a scale question, select Add Question and choose scale. Type your 

question into the question field and then select the scale size to determine the range of 
choices for the question. You would then type the label for one end of the scale into the 
field by the number 1 and the label for the other end of the scale into the field by the #. 
When finished, select to Add Question. 
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23. To add a Library question (one that is saved in the Library resources), select Add 
Question and choose Library: Sample Library. When you do that, you will be able to 
select from a list of stored questions. Too add a question, select Add this Question.  It 
will show up below the selection window in your list of questions. You may then select 
another question if desired. When finished choose Finished Adding Questions from 
Library.  
 

 
 

24. At this point, you may wish to reorder your questions. You may do so by selecting the 
Reorder Questions link in the blue bar at the top to the right of Add Question. When you 
select that, directional arrows will appear allowing you to drag your questions to a new 
order. When finished, select either Save Order 
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25. If you are finished selecting questions and choosing the order, select to Save & Finish. 

         
 

26. You should receive a message stating that the Turnitin Assignment was successfully 
added.  
 


