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The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EEO/ AA 

Roberto Gonzales Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor at Harvard Universi-
ty and Associate  Editor of  the  journal “Social Problems” , whose research 

focuses on the ways in which legal and educational institutions shape the 
experiences of poor, minority, and immigrant youth.  He is one of the na-

tion’s leading experts on undocumented immigrant youth and young 
adults. Mining the results of an extraordinary twelve-year study that fol-
lowed 150 undocumented young adults in Los Angeles,  his ethnography  
“Lives in Limbo” exposes the failures of a system that integrates children 
into K-12 schools but ultimately  denies them the rewards of their labor. 
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