Special Topics Course Description 
And request for inclusion in catalog (American literature to 1865)
(This course has been taught 4 times)
I would also be happy to teach this course at the graduate level if there is a need.

Thoreau & the Transcendentalists
Henry David Thoreau stands among the greatest philosophers, naturalists, essayists, and journal writers, and Walden is a uniquely American text that has been enormously influential and is one of a handful of works that deserves to be studied slowly over the course of a semester.  Nevertheless, it is important to read Walden in the context of the American transcendental movement and alongside Thoreau’s other essays:  “Civil Disobedience,” “Life Without Principle,” “Walking,” “Cape Cod,” and “The Last Days of John Brown.”  The primary text is The Portable Thoreau, but the class will begin with Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essays, “The American Scholar,” “Self Reliance,” and the “Divinity School Address.”

Requirements:  
attendance and participation

quizzes

expository essay (5-8 pages)

research paper  (10-15 pages)

individual project and class presentation 
mid-term & final exam
~Paul Guajardo

