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PEDAGOGY OF LOVE:
THE THEORY AND PRAXIS OF THE INNOVATIVE MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM IN TUCSON

For over a decade, the Mexican American Studies Department in Tucson produced
empowered and passionate scholars who were equally confident with their academic and
ethnic identity. Built upon a pedagogy of love and curricula that honored Latin@ heritage

and culture, over ninety percent of MAS students graduated high school, exceeded the test
scores of their peers, and matriculated to college at a rate that dwarfed the national
average. This talk will focus on the theoretical roots of the curriculum and pedagogy and
the mindsets needed for teachers to embrace the power, potential, and talents of the
students in their classes.
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