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Learn about the history of South Asia, home to one-fifth of the world’s population.  
This course will trace the history of the Indian subcontinent from the age of the Mughals through to the present-day. 
We will chart the evolution of this complex region by examining its social, cultural, religious and economic antecedents. 
The course will also follow the political development of South Asia, from the intricate political state of the Mughals, 
British imperial rule, the struggle against foreign occupation in the twentieth century and the genesis of the modern-day 
nation-states of India, Pakistan & Bangladesh. Apart from politics, the course will also look at issues of identity, 
modernity, nationalism and communalism and provide insights, through the works of prominent South Asians such as 
Rabindranath Tagore and Saytajit Ray, into the pivotal milestones that led to the making of the present-day Indian 
subcontinent. This course is offered by the Departments of History & Comparative Cultural Studies in the coming Fall 
2013 Semester (Mondays/Wednesdays: 11:30am-1:00pm). 


