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Informing the UH community of the latest green events and  

initiatives on campus, spanning from recycling to research  

LEADING THE SUSTAINABILITY 

CHARGE 

new position, Wolfthal 
will step up to coordi-
nate the direction for the 
university‟s sustainabil-
ity initiatives and the 
implementation of the 
plans to support that 
direction, including 
budgeting, fundraising, 
workshop and volunteer 
program development, 
as well as marketing 
and education strate-
gies. 
 
Wolfthal is currently de-
veloping strategies to 
change the campus-
wide culture and edu-
cate our students using 
theater, drama, poetry 
and social networking. 
She will also evaluate 
our progress as a cam-
pus using the Sustaina-
bility Tracking Assess-
ment and Rating Sys-
tem (STARS) from the 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Sustaina-
bility in Higher Educa-
tion. She said she feels 
sustainability is an issue 
that everyone should 
think about.  
 
“If you care about future 
generations or even pre-
serving your own way of 
life, you should get in-
volved in the cause. 
Lifestyles are going to 

Houston, July 21, 2011 
– UH is serious about 
sustainability, and its 
initiative shows with 
the addition of two 
sustainability coordina-
tors to the staff this 
year. Paul Brokhin and 
Leah Wolfthal joined 
the mission to make 
our campus more sus-
tainable and minimize 
our carbon footprint. 
With two bright individ-
uals focused on the 
cause, the university is 
taking its green initia-
tives to the next level. 
 
Paul Brokhin, a UH 
graduate, joined Plant 
Operations in January 
2011 as the Utility and 
Sustainability Coordi-
nator. In his position, 
Brokhin acts as the 
plant operations liaison 
for utilities, sustainabil-
ity and outside ven-
dors. He is also in 
charge of managing 
utilities for the campus 
and preparing and car-
rying out sustainability 
projects involving en-
ergy, gas, water, recy-
cling and others.  He 
first got involved with 
the university‟s sus-
tainability initiatives 
when he helped deter-
mine its carbon foot-

print calculation as a 
student and was encour-
aged to apply for the 
plant operations position 
once it became availa-
ble. Brokhin said he 
plans to increase our 
recycling rate and pre-
pare a plan that will de-
crease utility usage, our 
carbon footprint and fi-
nancial expenditures. 
 
“We have been very dili-
gent in involving this 
campus in recycling and 
conservation,” Brokhin 
said. “As everyone 
knows there is always 
room for improvement. If 
we truly want to achieve 
our goals, then we 
should never be satis-
fied with our results.” 
 
In July, Leah Wolfthal, 
who received her Mas-
ter‟s degree in Public 
Administration at UH last 
May, joined the Universi-
ty Services team as Pro-
gram Coordinator for 
Sustainability. Wolfthal 
has worked with the de-
partment since Septem-
ber 2009, starting out as 
the campus garden co-
ordinator. She then took 
charge of the Communi-
ty Learning Agricultural 
Sustainability Program 
in January 2010. In her 

Paul Brokhin, Utility and Sus-
tainability Coordinator for 

Plant Operations 
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ordinator for Sustainability 

with University Services 



change drastically if we don‟t curb 
global warming and other envi-
ronmental problems,” Wolfthal 
said. 
 
She said the university has made 
progress in setting the structures 
for its mission, such as the estab-
lishment of the Sustainability 
Task Force and the implementa-
tion of green policies. Her long 
term goal is to make the Universi-
ty of Houston a center for prob-
lem solving for sustainability, re-
gionally to globally. 

The addition of Wolfthal and 
Brokhin to the UH staff demon-
strates the university‟s commitment 
to sustainability and its desire to 
continue to make progress.  
Brokhin said he wants people to 
realize the seriousness of environ-
mental issues and get on board. 
 
“The time for „important‟ when 
speaking of sustainability has 
passed,” Brokhin said. “It is now a 
must. With today‟s technology it is 
easy to calculate the human im-
pact on the environment. Thus, we 

must act responsibly and minimize 
our negative effect and preserve 
everything we can in order to pass 
it on to later generations.” 
 
To get involved and learn more 
about living green on campus, visit 
www.uh.edu/green. 
 
-Lindsay Blagg 
-University Services Communica-
tions Coordinator 

sustainability actions and for stu-
dents to use these practices 
throughout the campus.” 
 
The Green Showcase boards will 
serve as a visual reminder to pa-
trons to go green and do their part 
in making our campus more sus-
tainable. It also allows the busi-
nesses to pat themselves on the 
back for their efforts and examine 
ways to further their green initia-
tive.  
 
The boards may also teach stu-

dents ways they can participate in 
the green practices and point out 
certain products that they can pur-
chase to support sustainability. For 

example, the UH Bookstore sells 
reusable tote bags, or the plastic 
cups and utensils used at McAl-
ister‟s Deli can be recycled if 
placed in the recycling bins. UH 
Dining Services is hopeful the 
boards in its facilities will inform 
students of lesser-known efforts it 
is making to go green. 
 
“We‟re very excited to have the 
boards going up,” said Amber Ar-
guijo, marketing coordinator for 
UH Dining Services. “The reusable 
to-go program is pretty well known 
but many of the other green initia-
tives listed on our boards are not. 
It‟s a great way to show what we 
are doing and to hopefully inspire 
others to join in on the movement.” 
 
With the help of the Green Show-
case boards, Green UH hopes to 
further educate the UH campus 
about going green.  For more in-
formation on what you can do to 
get involved, visit 
www.uh.edu/green.  
 
-Lindsay Blagg 
-University Services Communica-
tions Coordinator  

Houston, June 21, 2011 – Good 
“green” deeds are not going un-
noticed at service locations 
throughout the campus. The 
Green UH student marketing 
team collaborated with its auxilia-
ry partners to create Green 
Showcase boards.  Each board 
will be proudly displayed within 
the location to demonstrate its 
green practices and products for 
all to see.  
 
Since April 2011, the Green UH 
student team visited auxiliary lo-
cations around the campus to 
perform a “green audit” and dis-
cover the efforts being made by 
each business. Both dining halls 
on campus along with the C-
stores, McAlister‟s Deli, Chinese 
Star, Tealicious, UH Bookstore, 
Cougar Card and the University 
Copy Center took part in the 
green project. 
 
“From this project, we wanted to 
present to our students the efforts 
already being made within our 
university services so they would 
be more aware of the steps UH is 
taking to become more green,” 
said Suong Le, student supervi-
sor for the Green UH student 
marketing team. “We hope to in-
crease the participation in our 

GREEN INITIATIVES SHOWCASED ON DISPLAY 

BOARDS AROUND CAMPUS 

Amber Arguijo, marketing coordinator 

for UH Dining Services, posts the 

Green Showcase board by the dish 

return at the Fresh Food Company at 

Moody Towers.  

http://www.uh.edu/green
http://www.uh.edu/green


Members of the Department of 
Public Safety have been able to 
find new ways to recycle.  The De-
partment of Public Safety is lucky 
enough to have two individuals 
that are constantly looking for new 
ways to improve the campus and 
the department. Officer Frank 
Rosas and Officer Aaron O‟Donley 
recently turned someone else‟s 
trash into our treasure. An outside 
organization was disposing of like-
new lobby furniture when Officer 
Rosas and Officer O‟Donley hap-
pened to be passing by.  Of 
course, Officer Rosas and Officer 
O‟Donley‟s amazing ideas light 
bulb went off almost immediately. 
After a good cleaning, the furniture 

will be ready for the UHDPS lobby.  
Thanks to these two officers, the 
Department of Public Safety has 
NEW furniture in the lobby for our 
guests.  Kudos guys! 
 
-Ginger Walker 
-Executive Administrative Assistant 

 

UHDPS RECYCLES! 



we care,” said Melissa Rockwell, 
Executive Director, Facilities Man-
agement. 
 
Teams will participate in contests 
throughout the morning such as 
collecting the most unusual item or 
collecting the most pounds.  All 
volunteers will also take home a 
specially designed UH T-shirt for 
the event to thank them for their 
contribution.  Rockwell said the 
university hopes to make this event 
a tradition, and get the UH commu-
nity on board to work together once 
or twice a year to help beautify our 
campus.  
 
To help welcome our students and 
volunteer for Clean Up Day, please 
visit:  
http://www.uh.edu/af/universityserv
ices/cleanupday.htm. 
 

-Lindsay Blagg 
-University Services Communica-
tions Coordinator 

Houston, July 18, 2011 – Admin-
istration & Finance is bringing the 
entire campus together to help 
refresh our campus.   
 
From 8 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., volun-
teers will work in teams to clean 
the main entrance and campus 
core.  Volunteers and team lead-
ers will assemble that morning to 
get their instructions and sup-
plies. Throughout the morning, 
volunteers will comb the campus 
to clean benches, trash cans, 
take down old signs and stickers, 
and collect bottles, cans and pa-
per for recycling.    
 
“We want to provide our different 
constituents the opportunity to 
participate and be educated on 
what it takes to keep the campus 
clean and most importantly, con-
tinue to show our students that 

BEAUTIFYING OUR CAMPUS: CLEAN UP DAY SCHED-

ULED AUGUST 2  

graphics and signs are necessary 
to promote, direct and educate the 
population on campus and in the 
community. Outdoor graphics are 
the most dynamic and economical 
way to send these messages.” 
 
The new HP L25500 can print up 
to 1200 dpi and up to 60 inches 
wide. Projects can be printed on 
gloss paper, vinyl, banner paper, 
wall paper, polyester, and more.  
The latex ink is well suited to with-
stand outdoor elements and is also 
odorless and environmentally 
friendly, with approval from 
GREENGUARD Environmental 
Institute. The printer also features 
the ENERGY STAR rating, which 
demonstrates compliance with 
strict energy-efficiency guidelines. 

“This machine was chosen from 
the many different models with 
similar capabilities based on UH‟s 
Going Green goals in mind,” 
Chambless said. 
 
The HP L25500 has the ability to 
handle large window graphics for 
cars or buildings as well as large 
murals printed on wall paper. The 
wall paper is “easy on, easy off,” 

Houston, July 26, 2011 – Ser-
vices expand at the University 
Copy Center with the addition of 
the HP L25500 printer to the Wel-
come Center store location in ear-
ly July. Now the UH community 
can order professional, high quali-
ty outdoor and indoor banners 
right here on campus.   
 
“We are always looking to add 
new products and services that 
we can offer to the departments, 
administration, faculty, staff and 
students on campus,” said Roddy 
Chambless, store manager at the 
University Copy Center.  “As the 
University of Houston continues 
to expand their facilities and grow 
in enrollment, we have begun to 
see that more and more outdoor 

NEW WIDE FORMAT PRINTER ON CAMPUS AT THE UNI-

VERSITY COPY CENTER  

http://www.uh.edu/af/universityservices/cleanupday.htm
http://www.uh.edu/af/universityservices/cleanupday.htm


fast and competitively priced quality 
product right here on campus at 
UH,” Chambless said. “Any display 
graphic on campus can now be 
printed right at the Welcome Center 
store. We are always looking for 
ways to improve the services we 
offer to UH. As the University of 
Houston‟s official, contracted 
graphics printing, copy and postal 
center, the services offered here 
are provided to serve the UH com-
munity first!” 
 
For more information about the Uni-
versity Copy Center, visit 
www.universitycopycenter.com/UH.

To place an order, call 713-741-
5200. 
 
-Lindsay Blagg 
-University Services Communica-
tions Coordinator 

and can be applied with a damp 
sponge and removed without 
damaging the walls. The Universi-
ty Copy Center also has a polyes-
ter product that is perfect for print-
ing presentation posters that can 
be folded and transported easily.  
Posters and banners can be done 
in 24 hours or faster depending 
on what is being printed. 
Chambless said the ink must 
have time to dry and cure. The 
printer has built in heaters to 
speed up the process but recom-
mends giving the ink an additional 
24 hours to cure. 
“We are offering a convenient, 

SUSTAINABLE SPOTLIGHT 

Leah Wolfthal– New Sustainability Coordinator 

Leah Wolfthal was hired as the Sustainability Coordinator within University Services at the start of July. She 
has been working diligently to research all areas within the university and evaluate if departments operate with 
the environment in mind. Wolfthal‟s sustainability goals for the upcoming 2011-2012 academic year campus 
include activating the sustainable use of on-campus and campus-related resources such as commuting, edu-
cating students, faculty, and staff how to incorporate sustainability in their life outside of UH, and developing 
the university as a center for sustainability problem-solving globally. 

Want more information on Green 

UH?  
Website: www.uh.edu/green 

Facebook  

Email: gogreenuh@gmail.com  

Blog: uhsustainability.blogspot.com  

Green UH now has a List Serv, so you can stay informed about green initiatives on campus. You will receive the lat-
est articles, reminders of upcoming events, Green UH projects and the monthly sustainability newsletter. It’s as 
easy as 1-2-3 to sign up. Just go to http://www.uh.edu/af/greenUH/listserv.htm, enter your name and email, select 
subscribe and submit.  

SUBSCRIBE TO GREEN UH  

http://www.universitycopycenter.com/UH
http://www.uh.edu/af/greenUH/listserv.htm

